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What is eWater?

“eWater” is the cumulative term 

used to describe the various 

hardware and software tools and 

capabilities that support OWR’s 

management of the Alabama Water 

Use Reporting Program



eWater Functional Processes

➢Receipt of Declaration of Beneficial Use (DBU) 

application form and completeness review

➢Processing, review, issuance, and transmittal of 

Certificate of Use (COU) once DBU review is 

complete

➢Creation of annual use reporting forms, 

transmittal, receipt, review, and incorporation of 

reported data into data system



eWater 2.0 Overview
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Glimpse of eWater Portal



Glimpse of eWater Portal

➢ Email based registration system

⚫ Users will be able to use existing email accounts

➢ Allows users who operate multiple systems ability to log in once to 

see everything

➢ Allows for multiple users to login to see single Certificate



Glimpse of eWater Portal



Glimpse of eWater Portal



Glimpse of eWater Portal

• Looks like current 

paper DBU forms

• Collecting new 

information:

• PWSID Number

• NAICS Code

• Subcategory

• Primary County



Glimpse of eWater Portal



Glimpse of eWater Portal
• Enhanced GIS mapping integration for populating location information

• Is available for all entity types (GW,SW,DC, and Bulk Sales and 

Purchases



Glimpse of eWater Portal

13

Issued Certificates will be emailed to registered users 

after approval



Glimpse of eWater Portal



Glimpse of eWater Portal

Annual Use



➢ User can enter data directly 

into portal

➢ Allows for user to enter 

previous years data or any 

missing year data

➢ Advanced error checking

⚫ Checks that Average and Peak 

Withdrawal is less than 

Maximum Withdrawal Capacity 

on COU

⚫ Checks that the Average 

Withdrawal is less than the 

Peak Daily Withdrawal

Glimpse of eWater Portal 

Annual Use



Annual Use Paper Forms



➢eWater Portal is Live

➢eWater Portal is sending emails

⚫ laserfiche.notifications@adeca.alabama.gov

➢2026 Annual Use will be using eWater 

Portal

⚫ Must request paper forms 

➢Renewals are now being processed 

through eWater Portal

eWater Update

mailto:laserfiche.notifications@adeca.alabama.gov
mailto:laserfiche.notifications@adeca.alabama.gov


Summary

➢eWater 2.0 will

⚫ Provide long-term support for the 

management of the Water Use Program

⚫ Improve the quality of the data

⚫ Allow external Certificate holders access 

to information and data

⚫ Improve efficiency and customer support



Questions?

Michael Harper

Alabama Office of Water Resources

Email:  water@adeca.alabama.gov

Web: water.alabama.gov

Phone: Toll Free 1-877-ALAWATER

(1-877-252-9283) or (334) 242-5499

FAX: (334) 242-0776

mailto:watere@adeca.alabama.gov
http://water.alabama.gov/
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