
CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION FROM ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

Odenville Utilities Board 
St. Claire County 

SRF Project No. FS010365-03 

November 5, 2026 

The Alabama Department of Environmental Management has made financial assistance available to 
the Odenville Utilities Board. In accordance with State and Federal regulations that govern the 
program, the Alabama Department of Environmental Management has conducted a review to assess the 
potential impacts upon the environment that may result from implementation of this project. 

The Odenville Utilities Board proposes to install a drinking water supply line directly to the Pinedale 
community with an estimated total project cost of $1,373,338.50. The project will consist of installing 
a drinking water supply line directly linking Pinedale with the Odenville Utilities system. The goal 
is to improve the supply reliability to Pinedale by minimizing supply interruptions caused by other 
upstream Odenville Utilities customers.

The Alabama Department of Environmental Management has determined that the project qualifies for 
a Categorical Exclusion (CE) from further environmental study under the guidelines specified by the 
State Environmental Review Process (SERP) which specifically include actions identified in 
Attachment 1 (attached). However, this decision may be reconsidered if significant adverse information 
concerning the potential environmental impacts of the project is discovered. 

Comments related to this project should be submitted in writing to Mr. Geoff McDuffie, SRF Branch, 
Permits and Services Division, Alabama Department of Environmental Management, Post Office Box 
301463, Montgomery, Alabama 36130-1463, no later than 30 days after the date of this public notice. The 
Alabama Department of Environmental Management will not take formal action to proceed with the 
project without carefully evaluating any public comments opposing the project. 

Sincerely, 

Edward F. Poolos 
Director 

EFP/MDM/GJM 
Attachment 



Odenville Utilities Board 
FS010365-03 

Attachment 1 

The Categorical Exclusion is promulgated in the State Environmental Review Process (SERP) in Part 
IV, Section C: Categorical Exclusions for Drinking Water State Revolving Fund Projects: (Italicized 
sections apply.) 

1. The following drinking water projects are eligible for categorical exclusions:

a. Actions intended solely for minor rehabilitation, functional replacement, or ancillary
facilities adjacent or appurtenant to existing facilities.

b. Minor construction, including:
 

(1) New wells or replacement wells for water supply purposes if ancillary to the existing
system;

(2) Improvements not intended to increase capacity of the system;
(3) Facilities for the disinfection of public water supplies;
(4) Facilities such as looping that will result solely in the provision of adequate public

water system pressure;
(5) Construction of water tanks;
(6) Construction of new water lines in previously disturbed areas within one mile of the

existing distribution system.

c. Projects where funding is being provided for planning and/or engineering costs only (in
which case the requirements of IV.C.1.a-d do not apply).

2. In order to determine if a drinking water project is eligible for a CE, all of the following must
not apply: 

a. The action is known or expected to directly or indirectly adversely impact any of the
following:

(1) Cultural or historical resources;
(2) Endangered or Threatened Species and/or their critical habitats;
(3) Environmentally important natural resource areas such as floodplains, wetlands,

prime agricultural land, or aquifer recharge zones.

b. The action is not cost effective.

c. The action will cause significant public controversy.

d. The action will create a new or expanded surface drinking water source.

This project complies with the above requirements and has been determined to be eligible for a 
Categorical Exclusion. 
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I. DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 

 

a.  Brief Description and Background of Project 
 

This Environmental Information Document (EID) has been prepared as support 

documentation for the Odenville Utilities Board (OUB) 2026 Drinking Water SRF loan 

application. The proposed project in this application is the Pinedale Water Service. This 

(EID) is formatted in the outline requested by ADEM (per Form 369).   

Pinedale Water, Sewer, & Fire Protection Authority (Pinedale) serves 

approximately 340 customers with approximately 16 miles of PVC watermain and 1 

mile of ductile iron water main. Pinedale currently relies on a single water supply via 

two purchase meters from the City of Ashville. Should anything happen within 

Ashville’s system that requires the supply line to be taken out of service all Pinedale 

customers would be without water service. OUB is proposing to install additional water 

lines to serve Pinedale. The purpose of this project is to provide Pinedale with another 

water service. The service will improve the level of water service to customers 

throughout the Pinedale system. The proposed OUB service will become Pinedale’s 

primary service with existing services being used as potential emergency connections 

moving forward.  

 

II. EXISTING ENVIRONMENT 

  

a. Location of Project  

 

The primary location that benefits from the project is the Pinedale Shores 

community located at Shore Dr Ashville, AL 35953. Additionally, Odenville customers 

located on the Friendship gradient near the AL-23 improvements will benefit from the 

project. The waterlines and meter vault installed for the project will be located in ROW 

and easements. The lines are shown in Figure 2.   
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FIGURE 1: ODENVILLE AND ST. CLAIR COUNTY LOCATIONS 
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FIGURE 2: PROJECT LOCATION ON USGS QUADRANGLE 
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III. EXISTING FACILITIES  

 
a. Facility Information 

 

The proposed project will serve Odenville Utilities Board (AL00012031) 

customers as well as Pinedale Water, Sewer & Fire Protection Authority customers. The 

proposed project will draw out of the Friendship tank, a 500,000 gallon ground storage 

tank with a 914.60 ft overflow elevation. Both wells 7 and 9 supply the Friendship tank 

OUB’s water supply permit number is 2022-75 and all well sources are in compliance.  

 
b.  Population Served   

 

OUB is the largest water system in the County based on the number of customers 

served and geographical service area. Twenty-six percent of the geographical area of St. 

Clair County is served by OUB. Currently, Odenville serves 9,622 customers and 60% 

of the water produced is provided to wholesale connections. Pinedale serves 

approximately 340 customers. 
 

c. Conditions  

 

The Pinedale Water, Sewer, & Fire Protection Authority currently relies on a single 

water supply via two purchase meters from the City of Ashville. Should Ashville’s system 

need the supply line to be taken out of service, all Pinedale customers would be  without 

water service. The proposed project supplies a new primary feed while improving the level 

of water service to customers in portions of OUB’s system. The proposed OUB service will 

become Pinedale’s primary service and the existing services could be used as an emergency 

connection moving forward. Pinedale’s system has no storage capacity so any interruption 

in service leaves all customers without water. OUB will add the proposed pipes to their 

existing infrastructure, shown in Exhibit 1, to reduce the likelihood of service interruptions. 
 

IV. NEED FOR PROPOSED FACILITIES 

 
a. Public Health and Compliance  

  

Currently, OUB has experienced no major violations and has a successful history 

of producing consistent quality water for its customers. The System is ensuring that the 

distribution of water to all customers satisfies ADEM rules and regulations. Extending 

water service to Pinedale will support public health and compliance with ADEM 

regulations within their system as well. 

 

b. Treatment Capacity  

 

 While OUB will be supplying additional water to support Pinedale, the increased 

capacity required is insignificant relative to OUB’s current capacity. Pinedale has an 

average summertime usage of approximately 45,000 gallons per day. Because of this the 
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proposed connection will not require an immediate increase in water treatment capacity.  

 

 

c. Treatment Quality      

 

The System has historically provided quality water meeting all ADEM rules and 

requirements. There are no known consent orders against OUB.   

 

V.  PROPOSED FACILITIES AND FUNDING  

 
a. Proposed Facilities 

 

 The proposed project in this application is a water service to Pinedale. The 

service includes approximately 11,400’ of 8” D.I. watermain, 8,200’ of 8” PVC Water 

Main, and 8,800’ of 6” PVC water main. The project also involves multiple bores. Line 

and bore locations are shown in Exhibit 1. There will be no surface or ground water 

development in the scope of this project. The proposed service will be designed to supply 

sufficient flow at the current and design years average daily flow. The proposed project 

will be completed in existing easements and right-of-way. 
 

b. Proposed Funding  

 

 The Pinedale Water Service total estimated cost is $1,677,393. This project in 

its entirety will be funded by an SRF loan with 100% principal forgiveness. 

 

VI.   ALTERNATIVE ANALYSIS 

 
a. No Action 

 

OUB cannot consider a “no action” response a realistic option because of the 

current state of Pinedale’s water supply. Delaying the connection of the systems increases 

the likelihood of a loss of service for Pinedale residents. Delaying the improvements 

necessary to supply Pinedale with water will delay upfront capital cost but could cost OUB 

more money in the long term.  

 

b. Chosen Alternative  

 

The suggested alternative is to make a connection between the OUB and Pinedale 

systems and to install new water mains to improve OUB’s ability to provide water to the 

new connection. The areas that need additional watermains are primarily those in the 

vicinity of the proposed connection. The new water mains will enable OUB to supply water 

at consistent pressure to Pinedale by increasing redundancy in the System. There are no 

foreseen significant irreversible environmental impacts associated with this alternative. 
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c. Alternative 1  

 

One possible alternative is to make the connection between the OUB and Pinedale 

systems with a single water main from State Route 23 to the connection and delay the 

installation of new water mains in the surrounding system. While this would supply 

Pinedale with water, there would be little to no redundancy for both Pinedale and Odenville 

customers. Additionally, high points in OUB’s system could see pressure decrease because 

of Pinedale’s demand. Because of this, the savings in capital expense are unlikely to be 

worth the reduction in service and redundancy supplied. 

 

d. Alternative 2  

  

Another possible alternative is to add a new well source and tank in the vicinity of 

Pinedale. This alternative option would provide Pinedale with the additional redundancy 

their customers require. This alternative option is similar to the route Pinedale pursued 

independently of Odenville prior to the proposed project.  This project would require a 

significant capital expenditure which is the primary reason it was not chosen. Additionally, 

this project would result in an increase in annual O&M cost. The site of the proposed well 

house and tank would have environmental impacts, but they would not be classified as 

significant or irreversible. 

 

VI. PHYSICAL DATA 

 

a. Topography 

 

 St. Clair County is located in north-central Alabama at the southern tip of the 

Appalachian Mountain Range. The county is primarily wooded hills and valleys. The 

proposed project is in easement and ROW.  

 

b. Geology 

 

 St. Clair County is primarily in the Pottsville, Parkwood, Pennington, and Red 

Mountain formation. The formation primarily consists of various types of limestone, 

sandstone, shale and chert.  

 

c. Hydrology 

 

 Many of the geologic formation outcroppings in the valley vary greatly in age, 

depth, and composition.   

 

d. Precipitation 

 

 St. Clair County has a median temperature ranging from 34.9°F - 84.5°F and 

receives 57.1 inches of annual rain fall. Snow events are rare, infrequent occurrences. 
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Prevailing winds are primarily out of the southwest during the summer and northwest 

during the winter, averaging 3 to 6 mph respectively. The county’s growing period was 

214 days with a last spring frost around April 2 and a first fall frost around November 3. 

 

 

e. Floodplains and Wetlands   

 

 As shown in Appendix B the proposed water main passes through multiple flood 

plain and one wetland. The addition of the proposed water main will not have an impact 

on these flood plain areas and finish contours will match the existing contours. 

Additionally, we are directionally drilling underneath the wetland as described in the US 

Fish and Wildlife Service national wetland mapper to insure there is no damage to the 

wetland. All existing contours will be restored upon project completion. 

 

f. Description of Water Main 

 

 The proposed project will include 8,200± ft of 8” PVC water main along AL-23, 

6,600± ft of 6” PVC water main along AL-23, 2,200± ft of 6” PVC water main along Ray 

Wyatt Road, and 11,400± ft of 8” ductile iron water main running from AL-23 to Ray Lane 

and then along Ray Lane to Pine Dale Road. The water mains will be installed via open cut 

excavation. The proposed project is shown in Appendix A.  

 

VII. ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES AND MITIGATIVE MEASURES 

 
a. Environmental Concurrence  

 Letters of environmental concurrence have been received by the following 

agencies: 

1) Department of Army, Corps of Engineers 

2) Alabama Historical Commission 

3) US Fish and Wildlife (unfished) 

4) Regional Planning Commission of Great Birmingham.  

Concurrence letters are contained in Appendix C.  

b. Pollution from Construction Activities 

 

 Noise from construction will be typical for projects of this nature. Most of the noise 

will come from diesel engines powering heavy machinery. Construction work will 

commence primarily on weekdays during typical work hours. Weekend and night work is 

expected to be minimum and only performed when required due to low flows.  

This project will have a relatively small construction footprint and minimal 

construction stormwater runoff. Any stormwater runoff will be mitigated through the 

implementation of best management practices (BMP’s).  

This project is not expected to generate any odors or dust that would negatively 
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impact the public. The Project is not in the vicinity of any communities that could be 

affected by prevailing winds.  

The excavated soil for the project will be properly disposed of. 

The project does not have any impact on public parks. This project involves 

 directional drilling under Big Canoe Creek to avoid impacting a 303d listed stream. 

 

c. Environmental Justice  

 

The project has been advertised according to ADEM regulations. The Board will 

continue to ensure ample public participation is pursued.  
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Mr. Ronald King
US Fish and \Mldlife Service
1208-8 Main Street
Daphne, AL 36526

Sincerely,

tu
Cam Tallakson

cc: Brent Stephens, Manager

2oo Century Park South, Suite zrz
Birmingham, Alabama 35226

(zo5) 8zz-o387

Re The Odenville Utilities Board
Proposed Pinedale Water Service
SRF Loan Application 2zz6 - Offi7231

Dear Mr. King,

Please accept this correspondence as notification that The Odenville Utilities Board ("OUB") has
been approved for funding through the State Revolving Fund (SRF) program. As part of the funding
process, OUB is required to request your agency's concurrence. OUB is proposing to install6- and
8-inch water lines to serve the Pinedale Water, Sewer & Fire Protection Authority. All work
associated with this project will occur within previously disturbed right-of-way and within an
easement obtained by OUB. An exhibit is attached showing the bounds of the proposed line

OUB respectfully requests a letter of concurrence (and any relevant comments) from your agency
regarding the project. The SRF funding program for these projects requires a full application to be
completed and submitted to Alabama Department of Environmental Management (ADEM) prior to
beginning construction. As a result, your agency's prompt response to this request for concurrence
is very much appreciated.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1208-8 - Daphne, Alabama 36526
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Serving the Governments and Municipalities of Blount, Chilton, Jefferson, St. Clair, Shelby and Walker Counties  

Two Twentieth Street North Suite 1200 * Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
Phone (205) 251-8139 * Fax (205) 264-8480 * Website www.rpcgb.org 

 

March 9, 2026 
 
 
Mr. Cam Tallakson 
Municipal Consultants, Inc. 
200 Century Park South – Suite 212 
Birmingham, AL  35226 
 

RE:  Odenville Utilities Board  - Proposed Pinedale Water Service 
 
Mr. Tallakson: 
 
This letter is in response to your request for concurrence for the subject project.  The Regional 
Planning Commission of Greater Birmingham (RPCGB) does not know of any reason to oppose, 
and therefore concurs with the project.  Thank you for giving us the opportunity to comment. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Charles E. Ball, AICP 
Executive Director 
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The Water Works and Sewer Board 

of the City of Odenville 

2026 Drinking Water SRF Loan Application 

April 30, 2026 - Public Meeting 

 

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE   

The Odenville Utilities Board will hold a public meeting at 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 

30th, 2026, at 14487 Hwy 411, Odenville, AL 35120, to inform customers about the Board’s 

application for financing from the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. This financing is 

proposed for the construction of the connection to the Pinedale Water, Sewer, and Fire Protection 

Authority. The purpose of the meeting is to inform the System’s customers of any potential 

environmental impacts, to gauge public opinion regarding finances, and solicit comments on the 

proposed improvements. 

As part of the application process, an Environmental Information Document (EID) has 

been prepared. The EID describes and evaluates the environmental impacts of the feasible 

alternatives. The project’s EID is available for review by the public between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 

p.m. at the Board’s office located at 14487 Hwy 411, Odenville, AL 35120. Additionally, a copy 

of the EID is available for review between 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. at the Pinedale Water, Sewer, 

and Fire Protection Authority office at 58 Shore Drive, Ashville, AL 35953.  



 The Water Works and Sewer Board 

of the City of Odenville 

2026 Drinking Water SRF Loan Application               
April 30, 2026 - Public Meeting 

 

 

  
 

Meeting Minutes 

The meeting was convened promptly at 5:00 p.m. at 14487 Hwy 411, Odenville, AL 35120. 
Present were Tanner Dean (Municipal Consultants), Brent Stephens (Odenville). Dalton Bowling 
(Odenville), Danny Hutcheson (Pinedale), and Mike Carrier (Pinedale).  

Mr. Dean gave a brief overview of the purpose of the meeting, then provided an overview 
of the Pinedale Connection Project and EID. The project’s funding sources were discussed, and 
consideration was given to its non-effect on rates (because the project is funded through grants). 
Mr. Dean asked both the Pinedale and Odenville Board if they had received any questions relating 
to the EID during the previous month’s advertising period. Mr. Stephens and Mr. Carrier indicated 
they had not. The meeting was adjourned with no members of the public attending. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





STATE OF ALABAMA
COUNTY OF ST. CLAIR

Before me, a notary public in and for the county and 
state above listed, personally appeared Heather 
Casillas, who, by me duly sworn, deposes and says 
that:
My name is Heather Casillas, I am the general 
manager of St. Clair News-Aegis.
The Newspaper published the attached legal 
notice(s) in the issue(s) of: St Clair News-Aegis: 
04/09/26, 04/16/26, 04/23/26, 04/30/26. The sum 
charged for publication was $213.52. The sum 
charged by the Newspaper for said publication 
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commercial customers for an advertisement of similar 
size and frequency in the same newspaper(s) in 
which the public notice(s) appeared.

There are no agreements between the Newspaper 
and the officer or attorney charged with the duty 
of placing the attached legal advertising notices 
whereby any advantage, gain or profit accrued to said 
officer or attorney.”

Affidavit of Publication

P.O. Box 750 , Pell City , AL 35125
newsaegis.com	(205) 884-2310

Signed: _________________________________

Sworn and subscribed of this day
04/30/2026.

Notary Public: ____________________________
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