
CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION FROM ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

City of Prattville             
Autauga County 

CS010254-19          

September 14, 2026 

The Alabama Department of Environmental Management has made financial assistance available to the City 
of Prattville. In accordance with State and Federal regulations that govern the program, the Alabama 
Department of Environmental Management has conducted a review to assess the potential impacts upon the 
environment that may result from implementation of this project. 

The City of Prattville proposes to replace aging gravity sanitary sewer main crossings over Fay Branch to 
ensure continued reliable service to its sanitary sewer system, with an estimated total project cost of 
$5,359,800.00. The project consists of replacing multiple sewer crossings that have reached the end of their 
useful life. These gravity mains are critical components of a system that includes more than 30 miles of gravity 
sewers, force mains, and 8 sewer lift stations. Overall, the project will improve the integrity and functionality 
of the City's sewer infrastructure, helping prevent potential system failures and ensuring safe and efficient 
wastewater conveyance for the community. 

The Alabama Department of Environmental Management has determined that the project qualifies for a 
Categorical Exclusion (CE) from further environmental study under the guidelines specified by the State 
Environmental Review Process (SERP) which specifically include actions identified in Attachment 1 
(attached). However, this decision may be reconsidered if significant adverse information concerning the 
potential environmental impacts of the project is discovered. 

Comments related to this project should be submitted in writing to Mrs. Kelly Bibb, SRF Branch, Permits and 
Services Division, Alabama Department of Environmental Management, Post Office Box 301463, 
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-1463, no later than 30 days after the date of this public notice. The Alabama 
Department of Environmental Management will not take formal action to proceed with the project without 
carefully evaluating any public comments opposing the project. 

Sincerely, 

Edward F. Poolos 
Director 

EFP/MDM/KMB/kmb 
Attachment 



City of Prattville 
SRF# CS010254-19 
 

Attachment 1 
 

The Categorical Exclusion is promulgated in the State Environmental Review Process (SERP) in Part IV, 
Section B: Categorical Exclusions for Clean Water State Revolving Fund Projects: (Italicized sections 
apply.) 

 
1. The following clean water projects are eligible for categorical exclusions. 

 
a. Actions which are solely directed toward minor rehabilitation of existing facilities, functional 

replacement of equipment, or towards the construction of new ancillary facilities adjacent or 
appurtenant to existing facilities; 

 
b. Actions which do not affect the degree of treatment or capacity of the existing facility including, 

but not limited to, infiltration and inflow corrections, replacement of existing mechanical 
equipment or structures, and the construction of small structures on existing sites; 

 
c. Actions which are for minor upgrading and minor expansion of existing treatment works in 

sewered communities with a population less than 10,000; 
 

d. Actions where on-site technologies are proposed in unsewered communities of less than 10,000; 
 

e. Construction of new wastewater collection systems for existing communities, only if ancillary 
or appurtenant to existing facilities; 

 
f. Projects where funding is being provided for planning and/or engineering costs only (in which 

case the requirements of IV.B.1 a-f do not apply) 
 

2.  In order to determine if a clean water project is eligible for a CE, all of the following  
          conditions must not apply: 

 
a. The action is known or expected to have a significant effect on the quality of the human 

environment, either individually, cumulatively over time, or in conjunction with other federal, 
State, local, tribal or private actions. 

 
b. The action is known or expected to adversely impact: 

1) Cultural resources areas such as archaeological and historical sites, 
2) Endangered or threatened species and their critical habitats, 
3) Environmentally important natural resources areas such as floodplains, wetlands, important 

farmlands, or aquifer recharging zones. 
 

c. This action is known or expected not to be cost-effective or to cause significant public controversy. 
 

d. The facilities to be provided will 
1) Create a new, or  
2) Significantly relocate an existing discharge to surface or ground waters. 

 
e. The facilities will result in more than 30% increases in the volume of discharge or the loading of 

pollutants from an existing source or from new facilities to receiving waters. 
 

f. The facilities would provide capacity to serve a population 30% higher than the anticipated design 
population. 
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Mr. Phillip Carter

US Fish and Wildlife Service

1208-B Main Street

Daphne, AL 36526

RE: Projed Code: 2026-0087922
Fay Branch Outfall Sewer lmprovements
ADEM CWSRF Project
City of Prattville
Autauga County

Mr. Carter:

The City of Prattville is currently in the process of improving its sewer system by replacing a section of its gravity
outfall line. The project will be funded by the Alabama Department of Environmental Management Clean Water
State Revolving Fund. Before funding can be granted, environmental and regulatory compliance must be met.

We would like to have your concurrence with this project by June L2,2026, to move forward with this project for
the City of Prattville. Thank you in advance for your expeditious response.

lf you should have any questions or need any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely,
Civil

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

1208-8 Main Street - Daphne, Alabama 36526

Phone: 25 I -441-51 8 I Fax: 251-441 -6222
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, MOBILE DISTRICT 

600 VESTAVIA PARKWAY, SUITE 203 
THE SHELBY BUILDING 

VESTAVIA HILLS, AL 35216 

September 1, 2026 

North Branch  
Regulatory Division 

SUBJECT: Department of the Army File Number SAM-2026-01604-LET, City of 
Prattville – Fay Branch sewer main replacement, Elmore County, Alabama 

City of Prattville 
Attention: Mr. Dale Gandy 
101 West Main Street 
Prattville, Alabama 36067 
℅ Cahaba Consulting, LLC 

Transmitted electronically to dale.gandy@prattvilleal.gov 

Dear Mr. Gandy: 

We are responding to your request for authorization to replace an existing 
undersized clay sewer line with approximately 11,000 linear feet of 21-inch polyvinyl 
chloride (PVC) pipeline on an alignment adjacent to the clay line being abandoned. 
Replacement of the sewer line, which feeds the Pine Creek wastewater plant, will 
require eleven (11) separate crossings of Fay Branch and tributaries to Fay Branch.  
The proposed work area is centered near Latitude N 32.4437, Longitude W -86.4040 
within Sections 18 and 19, Township 17 North, Range 17 East in Elmore County, 
Alabama. 

The regulated activity associated with the project described above includes the 
temporary discharge of fill material into waters of the United States (U.S.) as a result of 
the temporary side-casting of soil from the open trench installation of the 11 separate 
crossings of stream channel necessary to install the replacement sewer line on the new 
alignment adjacent to the existing clay line. The work, as proposed, appears to be 
authorized by a Nationwide Permit (NWP), specifically, NWP 58. No application or 
notification to the Mobile District Corps of Engineers is required for your project. 

This letter does not verify permit eligibility, but indicates that your project may meet 
the requirements of this permit. It is your responsibility to ensure that the work is 
performed in accordance with the terms and general conditions of this permit, as 
well as State 401 Water Quality Certification conditions prior starting work in 
waters of the U.S.  A copy of the above-referenced NWP and its associated Regional 
and General Conditions and State Water Quality Certification are attached for your 
review and compliance.  



This letter is based solely on the information provided on your behalf as of August 
28, 2026, and has not been verified by the Corps of Engineers. A change in location or 
project plans may require re-evaluation of your project and should be coordinated with 
this office prior to construction. Failure by the City of Prattville to comply with all terms 
and conditions of the Nationwide Permit invalidates the permit coverage and could 
result in a violation of the Clean Water Act and/or the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 
and may result in enforcement action.  

The statements contained herein do not convey any property rights or any exclusive 
privileges, and do not authorize any injury to property. The city must also obtain all other 
local, State, and other Federal permits that may apply to this project.  

An electronic copy of this letter is being provided to your agent, Cahaba Consulting, 
LLC, Attention: Mr. Carl Hubbert at chubbert@cahabaconsulting.com. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at (205) 213-9623 or by email at 
leslie.e.turney@usace.army.mil.   

Sincerely, 

Leslie E. Turney 
Chief, North Branch 
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