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RE: DRAFT PERMIT
NPDES PERMIT NUMBER AL0000485
Dear Mr. Grobbelaar:
Transmitted herein is a draft of the referenced permit.
We would appreciate your comments on the permit within 30 days of the date of this letter. Please dircct any comments of a
technical or administrative nature to the undersigned.
By copy of this letter and the draft permit. we are also requesting comments within the same time framce trom EPA.
Our records indicate that you have utilized the Department’s web-based electronic environmental (E2) reporting system for
submittal of discharge monitoring reports (DMRs). The Department transitioned from the E2 Reporting Systemn to the
Alabama Environmental Permitting and Compliance System (AEPACS) for the submittal of DMRs on November 15. 2021.
AEPACS is an electronic system that allows facilities to apply for and maintain permits as well as submit other required
applications. registrations. and certifications. In addition. the system allows facilities to submit required compliance reports
or other information to the Department. The Department has used the E2 User account information to set up a similar User
Profile in AEPACS based on the following criteria:
1. The user has logged in to E2 since October 1. 2019: and
2. The E2 user account is set up using a unique email address.
L2 users that met the above criteria  will only need to establish an ADEM Wc¢b  Portal  account
(https://prd.adem.alabama.gov/awp) under the same email address as their E2 account to have the same permissions in
AEPACS as they did in E2. They will also automaticatly be linked to the same facilities they were in |2,
The Alabama Department of Environmental Management encourages you to voluntarily consider pollution prevention
practices and alternatives at your facility. Pollution Prevention may assist you in complying with efluent limitations. and
possibly reduce or eliminate monitoring requirements.
It you have questions regarding this permit or monitoring requirements. please contact Muhammad Mchmood by e-mail at
muhammad.mehmood a adem.alabama.gov or by phone at (334) 279-3065.
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(1) five hundred micrograms per liter;

(ii) one milligram per liter for antimony;

(iti) ten times the maximum concentration value reported for that pollutant in the permit application.
3. Transfer of Permit

This permit may not be transferred or the name of the p  ittee changed without notice to the Director and subsequent
modification or revocation and reissuance of the pern iaentify the new permittee and 1o incorporate any other changes as
may be required under the FWPCA or AWPCA. In we case of a change in name, ownership or control of the permittee's
premises only, a request for permit modification in a format acceptable to the Director is required at least 30 days prior to the
change. In the case of a change in name, ownership or control of the permittee's premises accompanied by = ~hange or proposed
change in effluent characteristics, a complete permit annlication is required to be submitted to the Dire  r at least 180 days
prior to the change. Whenever the Director is notified cl e inname, ownership or control, he may decide not to modify
the existing permit and require the submission of a new permut application.

4. Permit Modification and Revocation

a. This permit may be modified or revoked and reissued, in whole or in part, during its term for cause, including but not
limited to, the following:

(1) 1If cause for termination under Provision II. E. 5. of this permit exists, the Director may choose to revoke and reissue
this permit instead of terminating the permit;

(2) If a request to transfer this permit has been received, the Director may decide to revoke and reissue or to modify the
permit; or

(3) If modification or revocation and reissuance is requested by the permittee and cause
request.

b.  This permit may be modified during its term for cause, including but not limited to. the {

(1) If cause for termination under Provision 11. E. 5. of this permit exists, the Director n
instead of terminating this permit;

(2) There are material and substantial alterations or additions to the facility or activi
occurred after permit issuance which justify the application of permit conditions tl
existing permit;

(3) The Director has received new information that was not available at the time of pert
justified the application of different permit conditions at the time of issuance;

(4) A new or revised requirement(s) of any applicable standard or limitation is promulga
(D), (E), and (F), and 307(a)(2) of the FWPCA;

(5) Errors in calculation of discharge limitations or typographical or clerical errors were

(6) To the extent allowed by ADEM Administrative Code, Rule 335-6-6-.17, when the s
4emmneeesteoo oo o= Baen changed by promulgation of amended standards or 1

'

ADEM Administrative Code, Rule 335-6-6-.17, perm

riance under 301(c), 30i(g). 301(h), 301(k), or 316(a) of tl

le 307(a) FWPCA toxic effluent standard or prohibition;
sner conditions in this permit;

“R 403.8(e) (compliance schedule for development of pre
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D.

AVAILABILITY OF REPORTS

Except for data determined to be confidential under Code of Alabama 1975, Section 22-22-9(c¢). all reports prepared in accordance
with the terms of this permit shall be available for public inspection at the offices of the Department. Effluent data shall not be
considered confidential.

EXPIRATION OF PERMITS FOR NEW OR INC \SED DISCHARGES

1. If this permit was issued for a new discharger or new source, this permit shall expire eighteen months after the issuance date if
construction of the facility has not begun during the eighteen-month period.

2. If this permit was issued or modified to allow the discharge of increased quantities of pollutants to accommodate the
modification of an existing facility and if construction of this modification has not begun during the eighteen month period
after issuance of this permit or permit modification, this permit shall be modified to reduce the quantities of pollutants allowed
to be discharged to those levels that would have been allowed if the modification of the facility had not been planned.

3. Construction has begun when the owner or operator has:
a. begun, or caused to begin as part of a continuous on-site construction program:
(1) any placement, assembly, or installation of facilities or equipment; or

(2) significant site preparation work including clearing, excavation, or removal of existing buildings, structures, or
facilities which is necessary for the placement, assembly, or installation of new source facilities or equipment; or

b. entered into a binding contractual obligation for the purpose of placement, assembly. or installation ~f facilities or
equipment which are intended to be used in its operation within a reasonable time. Options to purchase o -acts which
can be terminated or modified without substantial loss, and contracts for feasibility, engineering, and desi_.. ... dies do not
constitute a contractual obligation under the paragraph. The entering into a lease with the State of Alabama for exploration
and production of hydrocarbons shall also be considered beginning construction,

COMPLIANCE WITH WATER QUALITY STANDARDS

1. On the basis of the permittee's application, plans, or other available information, thc Department has determined that
compliance with the terms and conditions of this permit should assure compliance with the  slicable water quality standards.

2. Compliance with permit terms and conditions notwithstanding, if the permittee's discharge(s) from point sources identified in
Provision . A. of this permit cause or contribute to a condition in contravention of state water quality standards, the Department
may require abatement action to be taken by the permittee in emergency situations or modify the permit pursuant to the
Department's Rules, or both.

3. If the Department determines, on the basis of a notice provided pursuant to this permit or any in~-tiga nspection or
sampling, that a modification of this permit is necessary to assure maintenance of water quality stan....ds o. .....pliance with
other provisions of the AWPCA or FWPCA, the Department may require such modification and, in cases of emergency. the
Director may prohibit the discharge until the permit has been modified.

GROUNDWATER

authorized under this permit, this permit does not authorize the discharge of pollutants to groundwater. Should
ater contamination occur, the Director may require groundwater monitoring to properly assess the degree of the
rector may require that the Permittee undertake measures to abate any such discharge and/or contamination.

nly discharge limitation - means the highest allowable average of "daily discharges" over a calendar month,
1e sum of all "daily discharges" measured during a calendar month divided by the number of "daily discharges"
1g that month (zero discharge days shall not be included in the number of "daily discharges" measured and a less
 test result shall be treated as a concentration of zero if the most sensitive EPA approved method was used).

ly discharge limitation - means the highest allowable average of "daily discharges” over a calendar week,
1e sum of all "daily discharges" measured during a calendar week divided by the number of "daily discharges"
1g that week (zero discharge days shall not be included in the number of "daily discharges" measured and a less
' test result shall be treated as a concentration of zero if the most sensitive EPA approved method was used).




















































Give a brief description of all operations at this facility including primary products or services:

Ferrosilicon Production
Silfume Production

Outfalls (1 of 2)

001

Please click below if this discharge no longer exists or is no longer required:
NONE PROVIDED

Outfall Identifier
001

Receiving Water
Tennessee River

Does the discharge enter the named receiving water via an unnamed tributary?
Unnamed Tributary

Indicate if either of the following characteristics apply to this discharge:
None apply

Estimated Average Daily Flow (MGD)
0.394

Monitoring/Sampling Point Location
34.94388460271471,-85.70110926752854

Outfalls (2 of 2)

002

Please click below if this discharge no longer exists or is no longer required:
NONE PROVIDED

Outfall Identifier
002

Receiving Water
Tennessee River

Does the discharge enter the named receiving water via an unnamed tributary?
Unnamed Tributary

Indicate if either of the following characteristics apply to this discharge:
None apply

Estimated Average Daily Flow (MGD)
0.499

Monitoring/Sampling Point Location
34.94500000000000, -85.70527800000001

Anti-Degradation Evaluation

Is this a new or increased discharge that began after April 3, 19917
No

12/1/2025 1:41:14 PM
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