
CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION FROM ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

Heflin Water Works and Sewer Board 
Cleburne County 

SRF Project No. FS010206-02 

June 17, 2026 

The Alabama Department of Environmental Management has made $9,090,200 in financial 
assistance available to the Water Works and Sewer Board of Heflin using funds from the Drinking 
Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA). In 
accordance with State and Federal regulations that govern the programs, the Alabama 
Department of Environmental Management has conducted a review to assess the potential 
impacts upon the environment that may result from implementation of this project. 

The Water Works and Sewer Board of Heflin proposes to rehabilitate the water treatment plant 
components by adding a new filter building, new chemical feed equipment, electrical components, and 
water pumps including SCADA. The proposed project aims to enhance the system's water supply reliability 
for residents and industry, avoiding future emergencies caused by the current plant's single filter failure 
without the backup filter, as the plant is approaching the end of its lifespan. 

The Alabama Department of Environmental Management has determined that the project qualifies for a 
Categorical Exclusion (CE) from further environmental study under the guidelines specified by the State 
Environmental Review Process (SERP) which specifically include actions which are solely directed toward 
minor rehabilitation of existing facilities, functional replacement of equipment, or towards the construction 
of new ancillary facilities adjacent or appurtenant to existing facilities. However, this decision may be 
reconsidered if significant adverse information concerning the potential environmental impacts of the 
project is discovered. 

Comments relative to this project should be submitted in writing to Mr. Sitthapong (Vince) 
Limpaphanon , SRF Branch, Permits and Services Division, Alabama Department of Environmental 
Management, Post Office Box 301463, Montgomery, Alabama 36130-1463, no later than 30 days 
after the date of public notice. The Alabama Department of Environmental Management will not take 
formal action to proceed with the project without carefully evaluating any public comments opposing the 
project. 

Sincerely, 

Edward F. Poolos
Director 

EFP/ADC/VSL/lbb 

Attachment 



Heflin Water Works and Sewer Board 
SRF# FS010206-02 

The Categorical Exclusion is promulgated in the State Environmental Review Process (SERP) in Part 
IV, Section C: Categorical Exclusions for Drinking Water State Revolving Fund Projects: (Italicized 
sections apply.) 

1. The following drinking water projects are eligible for categorical exclusions:

a. Actions intended solely for minor rehabilitation, functional replacement, or ancillary facilities
adjacent or appurtenant to existing facilities.

b. Minor construction, including:
(1) New wells or replacement wells for water supply purposes if ancillary to the existing

system;
(2) Improvements not intended to increase capacity of the system;
(3) Facilities for the disinfection of public water supplies;
(4) Facilities such as looping that will result solely in the provision of adequate public

water system’s pressure;
(5) Construction of water tanks;
(6) Construction of new water lines in previously disturbed areas within one mile of the

existing distribution system.

c. Projects where funding is being provided for planning and/or engineering costs only (in which
case the requirements of IV.C.1.a-d do not apply).

2. In order to determine if a drinking water project is eligible for a CE, all of the following must not
apply:

a. The action is known or expected to directly or indirectly adversely impact any of the following:
(1) Cultural or historical resources;
(2) Endangered or Threatened Species and/or their critical habitats;
(3) Environmentally important natural resource areas such as floodplains, wetlands,

prime agricultural land, or aquifer recharge zones.

b. The action is not cost effective.

c. The action will cause significant public controversy.

d. The action will create a new or expanded surface drinking water source.

This project complies with the above requirements and has been determined to be eligible for a 
Categorical Exclusion. 



WATER/WASTEWATER/GAS DESIGN * OPERATOR TRAINING 

Utility Engineering Consultants, 
130 Southcrest Drive, Suite 100 

Homewood, AL 35209 
P.O. Box 19218 

Birmingham, Alabama 35219

LLC 
Phone : 205.951.3838 
FAX : 205.951.3839 
WEB : www.uecllc.com

February 23,2024 

Ms. Amanda McBride, Environmental Review Coordinator 
 Alabama Historical Commission 
 463 South Perry Street 
 Montgomery, AL 36130-0900 

RE: Heflin Waterworks and Sewer Board 
Water System Improvements 
DWSRF Number FS010206-02 

Dear Ms. McBride: 

We propose to rehabilitate the water treatment plant components This project will be completed on the existing 
water treatment plant property as shown on the enclosed maps. 

This work will not impact or disturb anything except existing units inside the plant fence.  I believe these projects 
qualify for both NWP 3 and NWP 58. We are including a project Location Maps of the area and Section 106 
Review form. We respectfully request your concurrence of these projects. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at (205) 951-3838. 

Sincerely, 

UTILITY ENGINEERING CONSULTANTS, LLC  

By ____________________________________ 
Dave B. Bechtel, P.E. 

DBB 

cc: Mr. Glen Hyatt 

Attachment:  Location Maps, Section 106 Review 
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ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
 

THE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 
www.ahc.alabama.gov 

Tel: 334-242-3184 

Fax: 334-242-1083 
468 South Perry Street 

Montgomery, Alabama 36130-0900 

Lisa D. Jones 

Executive Director 

State Historic Preservation Officer 

 

February 26, 2024 

 

Dave Bechtel 

Utility Engineering Consultants 

130 Southcrest Drive Suite 100 

Homewood, AL  35219  
 

Re:  AHC 24-0542 

      Heflin Water Plant Upgrades 

      Cleburne County 
 

Dear Mr. Bechtel: 
 

We concur with the above referenced project provided all construction activities will occur within existing and 

previously disturbed highway right-of-way and/or other previously disturbed areas.  For the purposes of this letter, 

previous disturbance is defined as mechanical disturbance to either culturally sterile subsoil, or the maximum depth 

of the proposed undertaking.  It should be noted that agricultural plowing does not typically meet this threshold of 

disturbance, nor do previously undisturbed portions of the ROW that require clearing of additional vegetation. Any 

area that is to be involved and does not fall into one of the above categories will require a cultural resource 

assessment by a professional archaeologist.  Submit the resulting report to our office for review and determination 

prior to project initiation.   

 

Consultation with the State Historic Preservation Office does not constitute consultation with Tribal Historic 

Preservation Offices, other Native American tribes, local governments, or the public.  If archaeological materials are 

encountered during construction, the procedures codified at 36 CFR 800.13(b) will apply. Archaeological materials 

consist of any items, fifty years old or older, which were made or used by man. These items include but are not 

limited to, stone projectile points (arrowheads), ceramic sherds, bricks, worked wood, bone and stone, metal, and 

glass objects. The federal agency or the applicant receiving federal assistance should contact our office immediately. 

If human remains are encountered, the provisions of the Alabama Burial Act (Code of Alabama 1975, §13A-7-23.1, as 

amended; Alabama Historical Commission Administrative Code Chapter 460-X-10 Burials) should be followed. This 

stipulation shall be placed on the construction plans to ensure contractors are aware of it. 

 

We appreciate your commitment to helping us preserve Alabama’s historic archaeological and architectural 

resources.  Should you have any questions, please contact Amanda McBride at 334.230.2692 or 

Amanda.McBride@ahc.alabama.gov.  Have the AHC tracking number referenced above available and include it with 

any future correspondence.   
 

Sincerely, 

 
Lee Anne Hewett 

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 
 

LAH/AMH/nj 

mailto:Amanda.McBride@ahc.alabama.gov


 

WATER/WASTEWATER/GAS DESIGN * OPERATOR TRAINING 

Utility Engineering Consultants, 
130 Southcrest Drive, Suite 100 

Homewood, AL 35209 
P.O. Box 19218 

Birmingham, Alabama 35219 

LLC 
Phone : 205.951.3838 
FAX : 205.951.3839 
WEB : www.uecllc.com 

February 23,2024 
 
 
Ms. Lori Corley, Executive Director 
East Alabama Regional Planning and Development Commission 
1130 Quintard Avenue, Unit 300 
Anniston, AL 35201-1220 
  
 
RE: Heflin Waterworks and Sewer Board 
 Water System Improvements 
 DWSRF Number FS010206-02 
 
Dear Ms. Corley: 
 
We propose to rehabilitate the water treatment plant components This project will be completed on the existing 
water treatment plant property as shown on the enclosed maps. 
 
This work will not impact or disturb anything except existing units inside the plant fence.  I believe these projects 
qualify for both NWP 3 and NWP 58. We are including a project Location Map of the area. We respectfully 
request your concurrence of these projects. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at (205) 951-3838. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
UTILITY ENGINEERING CONSULTANTS, LLC  
 
 
By ____________________________________ 
  Dave B. Bechtel, P.E. 
 
DBB 
 
cc: Mr. Glen Hyatt 
 
Attachment:  Location Maps 
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WATER/WASTEWATER/GAS DESIGN * OPERATOR TRAINING 

Utility Engineering Consultants, 
130 Southcrest Drive, Suite 100 

Homewood, AL 35209 
P.O. Box 19218 

Birmingham, Alabama 35219 

LLC 
Phone : 205.951.3838 
FAX : 205.951.3839 
WEB : www.uecllc.com 

February 23,2024 
 
 

Ms. Leslie E. Turney 
Chief, North Branch 
US Army Corps of Engineers – Regulatory Division 
Mobile District – Birmingham Field Office 
600 Vestavia Parkway, Suite 203 

      Vestavia Hills, Alabama 35216 
  
 
RE: Heflin Waterworks and Sewer Board 
 Water System Improvements 
 DWSRF Number FS010206-02 
 
Dear Ms. Turney: 
 
We propose to rehabilitate the water treatment plant components This project will be completed on the existing 
water treatment plant property as shown on the enclosed maps. 
 
This work will not impact or disturb anything except existing units inside the plant fence.  I believe these projects 
qualify for both NWP 3 and NWP 58. We are including a project Location Maps of the area, FIRM map and 
Wetlands map. We respectfully request your concurrence of these projects. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at (205) 951-3838. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
UTILITY ENGINEERING CONSULTANTS, LLC  
 
 
By ____________________________________ 
  Dave B. Bechtel, P.E. 
 
DBB 
 
cc: Mr. Glen Hyatt 
 
Attachment:  Location Maps, FIRM and Wetlands maps 

~a 

]fl 

http://www.uecllc.com/


 

WATER/WASTEWATER/GAS DESIGN * OPERATOR TRAINING 

Utility Engineering Consultants, 
135 Gemini Circle, Suite 211 

Homewood, AL 35209 
P.O. Box 19218 

Birmingham, Alabama 35219 

LLC 
Phone : 205.951.3838 
FAX : 205.951.3839 
WEB : www.uecllc.com 

April 14, 2026 
 
Mr. Vince Limpaphanon 
ADEM – Environmental Engineering Specialist 
Permits and Services Division-State Revolving Fund Section 
P. O. Box 301463 
Montgomery, AL 36130 
 
Re: US Army Corps of Engineers Clearance Request 

 Heflin Waterworks and Sewer Board Water System Improvements 
  

Dear Mr. Limpaphanon: 
 
We have reviewed the proposed Heflin Waterworks and Sewer Board Water System 
Improvements project regarding compliance with the Nationwide Permit 58 for Utility Line 
Activities for Water, Equipment Replacement and Other Substances. 
 
I hereby certify that the Heflin Waterworks and Sewer Board Water System Improvements 
project meets the requirements for permitting under this Nationwide Permit. The work will not 
impact or disturb anything except existing units inside the plant fence. There will be no discharge 
of dredged and/ or fill material into waters of the US. 
 
Please let me know if you need any additional information concerning this certification. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
UTILITY ENGINEERING CONSULTANTS, LLC 
 

 
 
 
Dave Bechtel, P.E. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.uecllc.com/


U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USAGE) Form Approved -

NATIONWIDE PERMIT PRE-CONSTRUCTION NOTIFICATION (PCN) OMS No. 0710-0003 

33 CFR 330. The proponent agency is CECW-O0-R. Expires: 02-28-2022 

DATA REQUIRED BY THE PRIVACY ACT OF 1974 

Authority Rivers and Harbors Act, Section 10, 33 USC 403; Clean Water Act, Section 404, 33 USC 1344; Regulatory Programs of the Corps of 

Engineers; Final Rule 33 CFR 320-332. 

Principal Purpose Information provided on this form will be used in evaluating the nationwide permit pre-construction notification. 

Routine Uses This information may be shared With the Department of Justice and other federal, state, and local government agencies, and the public and 

may be made available as part of the agency coordination process. 
Disclosure Submission of requested information is voluntary, however, if information is not provided the permit application cannot be evaluated nor can 

a permit be issued. 

The public reporting burden for this collection of information, 0710-0003, is estimated to average 11 hours per response, induding the time for reviewing 

instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send 

comments regarding the burden estimate or burden reduction suggestions to the Department of Defense, Washington Headquarters Services, at 

wlis.mQ::3!ex.~.m._bx.dd-dod-information-collections@mail.mil. Respondents should be aware that notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person shall be 

subject to any penalty for failing to comply with a collection of information if it does not display a currently valid 0MB control number. 

PLE.ASE DO NOT RETURN YOUR RESPONSE TO THE ABOVE EMAIL. 

One set of original drawings or good reproducible copies which show the location and character of the proposed activity must be attached to this application (see 

sample drawings and/or instructions) and be submitted to the District Engineer having jurisdiction over the location of the proposed activity. An application that is 

not completed in full will be returned. 

(ITEMS 1 THRU 4 TO BE ALLED BY THE CORPS) 

1. APPLICATION NO. 1~ FIELD OFFICE CODE 13. DATE RECEIVED 14. DATE APPLICATION COMPLETE 

(ITEMS BELOW TO BE FILLED BY APPLICANTI 

5. APPLICANT'S NAME 8. AUTHORIZED AGENT'S NAME AND TITLE (agent is not required) 

First -Glen Middle- Last-Hyatt First-Dave Middle - Last - Bechtel 

Company - Heflin Water W orlcs and Sewer :Board Company - Utility Engineering Consultants, LLC 

Company nue - Manager E-mail Address - dbechtel@uecllc.com 

E-mail Address - heflinwaterhyatt@wrnconnect.com 

6. APPLICANT'S ADDRESS: 9. AGENT'S ADDRESS: 

Address- 1219 Alman Street, Suite F Address- 130 Souhtcrest Drive, Suite 100 

City- Heflin State- AL Zip- 36264 Country -USA City - Homewood State- AL Zip- 35209 Country - USA 

7 _ APPLICANT'S PHONE NOs. with AREA CODE 10. AGENT'S PHONE NOs. with AREA CODE 

a. Residence b. Business c. Fax d. Mobile a. Residence b. Business c. Fax d. Mob11e 

256-463-201 l 256-463-2014 256- 205-903-3899 205-951-3838 

STATEMENT OF AUTHORIZATION 

11. I hereby authorize, Dave Bechtel to act in my behalf as my agent in the processing of this this nationwide permit pre-construction 

notification and to furnish, upon request, supplemental information in support of this nationwide permit pre-construction notification. 

Glen Hyatt Digitally signed by Glen Ryan 2024-02-26 Date; 2024.0226 IS:2S:S2--06'00' 

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT DATE 

NAME, LOCATION, AND DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT OR ACTIVITY 

12. PROJECT NAME or TITLE (see instructions) 

Water System Improvements-Water Treatment Plant Upgrade 
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NAME, LOCATION, AND DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT OR ACTIVITY 

13, NAME OF WA TERBODY, IF KNOWN (if applicable) 14. PROPOSED ACTIVITY STREET ADDRESS (if applicable) 

Cahulga Creek Reservoir 330 Mountain Street 

15. LOCATION OF PROPOSED ACTIVITY (see instructions) City: State: Zip: 
Latitude •N Longitude ·w 
33.647407N -85.598294 W Heflin AL 36264 

16. OTHER LOCATION DESCRIPTIONS, IF KNOWN (see instructions) 

State Tax Parcel ID Municipality 

18-l 5-02-09-2-000-004.00 I Heflin 

Section Township Range 

9 16S JOE 

17, DIRECTIONS TO THE SITE. 

Talce I-20 exit 199, go towards US Hwy78, Tum left onto US Hwy 78 go to Hillcrest and turn right. 
Cross RR Track and tum left on Mountain Street. Go to end of Street. 

18. IDENTIFY THE SPECIFIC NATIONWIDE PERMIT(S) YOU PROPOSE TO USE: 
58 

19. DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED NATIONWIDE PERMIT ACTIVITY (see instructions) 
Construct and modify exjsting water plant and raw water intake. 

20. DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED MITIGATION MEASURES (see Instructions) 

BMP 

21 . PURPOSE OF NATIONWIDE PERMIT ACTIVITY (Describe the reason or purpose of the project, see instructions) 

To rehabilitate the existing water plant. 

22. Quantity of Wetlands, Streams, or Other Types of Waters Directly Affected by Proposed NationWide Permit Activity (see instructions) 

Acres Linear Feet Cubic Yards Dredged or Discharged 

0 0 0 

Each PCN must Include a delineation of wetlands, other special aquatic sites, and other waters, such as lakes and ponds, and perennial, intermittent, 

and ephemeral streams, on the project site. 

23. Lisi any other NWP(s), regional general permit(s), or individual permit(s) used or intended to be used to authorize any part of the proposed project on any 

related activity (see instructions) 

24. If the proposed activity will result in the loss of greater than 1/10-acre of wetlands and requires pre-construction notification, explain how the compensatory 
mitigation requirement in paragraph (c) of general condition 23 wilt be satisfied, or explain why the adverse environmental effects are no more than minimal 
and why compensatory mitigation should not be required for the proposed activity_ 

ENG FORM 6082, JUN 2019 Page 2 of 6 



25. Is Any Portion of the Nationwide Permit Activity Already Complete? Oves ~No If Yes, describe the completed work: 

26. List the name(s) of any species listed as endangered or threatened under the Endangered Species Act that might be affected by the proposed N'NP activity 

or utilize th.e designated critical habitat that might be affected by the proposed NWP activity. (s8e instructions) 
See attached the USFWS letter request 

27. List any historic properties that have the potential to be affected by the proposed NWP -activity or include a vicinity map indicating the location of the historic 
property or properties. (s8e instructions) 

None 

28. For a proposed NWP activity that will occur in a component of the National Wild and Scenic River System, or in a river officially designated by Congress as a 
"study river" for possibl'e inclusion in the system while the r1Ver Is in an official study status, identify the Wild and Scenic River or the "study river": 

NIA 

29. If the proposed NWP activity also requires pennission from the Corps pursuant to 33 U.S.C. 408 because it will alter or temporarily or pennanently occupy or 

use a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers federally authorized ctvil wot1<s profect, have you submitted a written request for section 408 pennission from the Corps 

dislfict having jurisdiction over that project? Oves ~No 

If "yes", please provide the date your request was submitted to the Corps District: 

30. If the terms of the NWP(s) you want to use require additional infonnation to be included in the PCN, please include that information in this space or provide It 
on an additional sheet of paper marked Block 30. (see instructions) 

See attached USFWS Letter 

31. Pre-construction notification is hereby made for one or more nationwide permit(s) to authorize the work described in this notification. r certify that this 

information in this pre-construction notification is complete and accurate. I further certify that I possess the authority to undertake the work described herein 
or am acting aB the duly authorized agent of the applicant. 

Glen Hyatt Digilally signed by Glen Hyatt 
Dale: 2024.02.26 15:26:06 -06'00' 

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT 

2024-02-26 

DATE 

D B ht 1 Digitally signed by Dave Bechtel ave ec e Date: 2024.02.26 15:26:21 -06'00' 

SIGNATURE OF AGENT 

2024-02-26 

DATE 

The Pre-Construction Notification must be signed by the person who deslres to undertake the proposed activity (applicant) and, if the statement in block 11 has 

been filled out and signed, the authorized agent. 

18 U.S.C. Section 1001 provides that: Whoever, in any manner within the jurisdiction of any department or agency of the United States knowingly and willfully 

falsifies. conceals, or covers up any trick, scheme, or disguises a material fact or makes any false, fictitious or fraudulent statements or representations or makes 

or uses any false writing or document knowing same to contaln any false, fictitious or fraudulent statements or entry, shall be fined not more than $10,000 or 

imprisoned not more than five years or both. 
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Instructions for·Preparing a 

Department of the Army 

Nationwide Permit (NWP) Pre-Construction Notification (PCN) 

Blocks 1 through 4. To be completed by the Corps of Engineers. 

Block 5. Applicant' Name. Enter the name and the e-mail address of the responsible party or parties. If the responsible party is an agency, company, 

corporation, or other organization, indicate the name of the organization and responsible officer and title. If more than one party is associated with the 

preconstruction notification, please attach a sheet of paper with the necessary infonnation marked Block 5. 

Block 6. Address of Applicant. Please provide the full address of the party or parties responsible for the PCN. If more space is needed, attach an extra sheet of 
paper marked Block 6. 

Block 7. Applicant Telephone Number(s). Please provlde the telephone number where you can usually be reached during normal business hours. 

Blocks 8 through 11. To be completed, if you choose to have an a.gent. 

Block 8. Authorized Agent's Name and Title. Indicate name of fndfvidual or agency. designated by you, to represent you in this process. An agent can be an 

attorney, builder, contractor, engineer, consultant, or any other person or organization. Note: An agent1s not required. 

Blocks 9 and 10. Agent's Address and Telephone Number. Please provide the complete mailing address of the agent, along with the telephone number 

where he I she can be reached during normal business hours. 

Block 11. Statement.of Authorization. To be completed by the applicant, if an agent is to be employed. 

Block 12. Proposed Nationwide Permit Activity Name or Title. Please provide a name identifying the proposed NWP activity, e.,g", Windward Marina, Rolling 

Hills Subdivision, or Smith Commercial Center. 

Block 13. Name of Waterbody. Please provide the name (if it has a name) of any stream, lake, marsh, or other waterway to be directly impacted by the NWP 
activity. If ii is a minor(no name) stream, identify the waterbody the minor stream enters. 

Block 14. Proposed Activ ity Street Address. If the proposed NWP activity Is located at a site having a street address (not a box number), please enter it In 
Block 14. 

Block 15. Location of Proposed Activity. Enter the latitude and longitude of where the proposed NWP activity is located. Indicate whether the project location 

provided ls the center of the project or whether the project location is provided as the latitude and lon9itude for each of the "comers,. of the project area requiring 

evaluation. If there are multiple sites, please list the latitude and longitude of each site (center or comers) on a separate sheet of paper and mark as Block 15. 

Block 16. Other Location Descriptions. If available, provide the TaxParcel ldenti~cation number of the site, Section, Township, and Range of the site (lf 

known). and / or local Municipality where the site is located. 

Block 17. Directions to the Site. Provide directions to the site from a known location or landmark. lndude highway and street numbers as well as names. Also 

provide distances from known locations and any other information that would assist fn locating the site. You may also provide a description of the location of the 

proposed NWP activity, such as lot numbers, tract numbers, or you may choose to locate the proposed NWP activity site from a known point (such as the right 
descending bank of Smith Creek, one mile downstream from the Highway 14 bridge). If a large river or stream, include the river mile of the proposed NWP 

activity site if known. If there are mufllple Jocatrons, please indicate directions to each location on a separate sheet of paper and mark as Block 17. 

Block 18. Identify the Specific Nationwide Permit(s) You Propose to Use. List the number(s) of the Nationwide Permit(s) you want to use to authorize the 

proposed activity (e.g., NWP 29). 

Block 19. Description of the Proposed Nationwide Permit Activity. Describe the proposed NWP activity,inoluding the direct and indirect adverse 

environmental effects the activity would cause. The description of the proposed activity should be sufficiently detailed to allow the district engineer to determine 

that the adverse environmental effecls of the activity will be no more than minimal. Identify the materials to be used in construction, as well as the methods by 

which the work ts to be done. 

Provide Sketches when necessary to show that the proposed NWP activity complies with the terms of the applicable NWP(s). Sketches usually clarify the act1vily 

and result rn a quicker decision. Sketches should contain sufficient detail to provide an illustrative description of the proposed NVVP activity (e.g.,a conceptual 

plan), but do not need to be detailed engineering plans. 

Toe written descriptions and lllustrations are an important part of the application. Please describe, in detail, what you wish to do, If more space is needed, attach 

an extra sheet of paper marked Block 19. 
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Block 20. Description of Proposed Mitigation Measures. Describe any proposed mitigation measures intended to reduce the adverse environmental effects 

caused by the proposed NWP activity. The description of any proposed mitigation measures should be sufficiently detailed to allow the district e119ineer to 

determine that the adverse environmental effects of ttie activity will be no more than minimal and to determine the need for compensatory mitigatlon or additional 
mitigation measures. 

Block 21. Purpose of Nationwide PermitActiVity. Describe the purpose and need for the proposed NWP activity. What will it be used for and why? Also 

Include a brief description of any related activities associated with the proposed project. Provide the approXimate dates you plan to begin and complete all 

work. 

, Block 22. Quantity of Wetlands, Streams, or Other Types of Waters Directly Affected by the Proposed Nationwide Permit Activity. For discharges of 

dredged or fill material into waters of the United States, provide the amount of wetlands, streams, or other types of waters filled, flooded, excavated, or drained 

by the proposed NWP activity. For structures or work in navigable waters of the United States subject to Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899, 

provide the amount of navigable waters filled, dredged, occupied by one or more structures (e.g., aids to navigation, mooring buoys) by the proposed 
NWP activity. 

For multiple NWPs, or for separate and distant crossings of waters of the United States authorized by NWPs 12 or 14, attach an extra sheet of paper marked 

Block 21 to provide the quantities of wetlands, streams, or other types of waters filled, flooded, excavated, or drained (or dredged or occupied by structures, if in 

waters subject to Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899) for each NWP. For NWPs 12 and 14, include the amount of wetlands, streams, or other 

types of waters filled, flooded, excavated, or drained for each separate and distance crossing of waters or wetlands. If more space is needed, attach an extra 

sheet of paper marked Block 21 . 

Block 23. Identify Any Other Nationwide Permlt(s), Regional General Permit(s), or Individual Permit(s) Used to Authorize Any Part of Proposed 
Activity or Any Related Activity. List any other NWP(s), regional. general permit(s), or individual permit(s) used or intended to be used to authorize any part of 

the proposed project or any related activity. For linear projects, list other separate and distant crossings of waters and wetlands authorized by NWPs 12 or 14 

that do not require PCNs. If more space is needed, attach an extra sheet of paper marked Block 22. 

Block 24. Compensatory Mitigation Statement for Losses of Greater Tha.n 1/10-Acre of Wetlands When Pre-Construction Notification is Required. 
Paragraph (c) of NWP general condition 23 requires compensatory mitigation at a minimum one-for-one replacement ratio will be required for all wetland losses 

that exceed 1/10-acre and require pre-construction notification, unless the district engineer determines in writing that either some other form of mitigation is more 

environmentally appropriate or the adverse environmental effects of the proposed NWP activity are no more than minfmal without compensatory mitigation, and 

provides an activity-specific waiver of this requirement. Describe the proposed compensatory mitigation for wetland losses greater than 1/10 acre, or provide an 

explanation of why the district engineer should not require wetland compensatory mitigation for the proposed NWP activity. If more space is needed, attach an 
extra sheet of paper marked Block 23. 

Block 25. Is Any Portion of the Nationwide Permit Activity Already Complete? Describe any work that has already been completed for the NWP activity. 

Block 26. List the Name(s) of Any Species Listed As Endangered or Threatened under the Endangered Species Act that Might be Affected by the 
Nationwide Permit Activity. If you are not a federal agency, and if any listed species or desfgnated critical habilat might be affected or is in the vicinity of the 

proposed NWP activity, or ff the proposed NWP activity is located In designated critical habitat, list the name(s) of those endangered or threatened species that 

might be affected by the proposed NWP activity or utilize the designated critical habitat that might be affected by the proposed NWP activity. If you are a Federal 

agency, and the proposed NWP activity requires a PCN, you must provide documentation demonstrating compliance with Section 7 of tl)e Endangered Species 

Act. 

Block 27. List Any Historic Properties that Have the Potential to be Affected by the Nationwide Permit Activity. If you are not a federal agency, and if any 

historic properties have the potential to be affected by the proposed NWP activity, list the name(s} of those historic properties that have the potential to be 

affected by the proposed NwP activity. If you are a Federal agency, and the proposed NWP activity requires a PCN, you must provide documentation 

demonstrating con,pllance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. 

B.lock 28. List the Wild and Scenic River or Congressionally Designated Study River if the N11,tionwide Permit Activity Would Occur in such a River. If 
the proposed NWP activity will occur in a river in the National Wild and Soenic River System or tn a river officially designated by Congress as a "study river" 

under the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, provide the name of the river. For a list of Wild and Scenic Rivers and study rivers, please visit htto:llwww.dvers.gov/ 

Block 29. Nationwide Permit ActivitJes that also Require Permission from the Corps Under 33 U.S.C. 408. If the proposed NWP activity also requires 

permission from the Corps under 33 U.S.C. 408 because it wlll temporarily or permanently alter, occupy, or use a Corps federal authorized civil works project, 

Indicate whether you have submitted a written request for section 408 permission from the Corps district having jurisdiction over that project. 
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Block 30. Other Information Require<! For Nationwi<le Permit Pre-Construction Notifications. The tenns of some of the Nationwide Pennits include 
additional information requirements for preconstruction notifications: 

• NWP 3, Maintenance -information regarding the original design capacities and configurations of the outfalls, intakes, small impoundments, and canals. 
• NWP 31, Maintenance of Existing Flood Control Facilities -a description of the maintenance baseline and the dredged material disposal site. 

* NWP 33, Temporary Construction, Access, and Dewatering -a restoration plan showing how all temporary fills and structures will be removed and the area 
restored to pre-project conditions. 

• NWP 44, Mining Activities -if reclamation is required by other statutes, then a copy of the final reclamation plan must be submitted with the pre-construction 
notification. 

• NWP 45, Repair of Uplands Damaged by Dlserete Events --documentation, such as a recent topographic survey or photographs, to justify the extent of the 
proposed restoration. 

• NWP 48, Commercial Shellfish Aquaculture Activities -(1) a map showing the boundaries of the project area, with latitude and longitude coordinates for 
each comer of the project area; (2) the name(s) of the species that will• be cultivated during the period this NWP is in effect; (3) whether canopy predator nets 
will be used; (4) whether suspended cultivation techniques will be used; and (5) general water depths· in the project area (a detailed survey is not required). 

" NWP 49, Coal Remining ActlVities -a document describing how the overall mining plan will result in a net increase in aquatic resource functions to the 
district engineer and receive written authori2ation prior to commencing the activity. 

• NWP 50, Underground Coal Mining Activities -if reclamation is required by other statutes, then a copy of the reclamation plan must be submitted with the 
pre-construction notification. 

If more space is needed, attach an extra sheet of paper marked Block 29. 

Blocks 31 and 32. For bank stabilization activities, we are collecting information on the use of llvlng shorelines in coastal waters and lakes to inform future NWP 
rulemaking efforts. If the PCN is for a proposed NWP 13 activity, and it is located !n coastalwaters or a lake, please check the appropriate box in block31 to 
Indicate whether you considered the use of a lilling shoreline to protect your property from erosion. If the PCN is for a proposed NWP 13 activity, and It is located 

in coastal waters or a lake, please check the appropriate box in block 32 to indicate whether there are contractors in your area that construct living shorelines. 

Block 33. Signa.ture of Applicant or Agent The PCN must be signed by the person proposing to undertake the NWP activity, and if applicable, the authori2ed 

party (agent) that prepared the PCN. The signature of the person pro.posing to undertake the NWP activity shall be an affinnation that the party submitting the 
PCN possesses the requislte·property rights to undertake the NWP actiVity (including compliance with special conditions, mitigation, etc.). 

DELINEATION OF WETLANDS, OT11ER SPECIAL AQUA TIC SITES, AND OTHER WATERS 

Each PCN must include a delineation of wetlands, other special aquatic sites, and other waters, such as lakes and ponds, and perennial, Intermittent, and 
ephemer,1I streams, on the project site. Wetland delineations must be prepared in accordance with the current wetland delineation manual and regional 

supplement published by the Corps. The permittee may ask the Corps to delineate the special aquatic sites and other waters on the project site, but there may 
be a delay if the Corps does the delineation, especially if the project site is large or contains many wetlands, other special aquatic sites, and other waters. The 45 
day PCN review period will not start until the delineation is submitted or has been completed by the Corps. 

DRAWINGS AND ILLUSTRATIONS 

General lnformatloo. 

Three types of ilfustra!ions are needed to properly depict the work to be undertaken. These illustrations or drawings are identified as a Vicinity Map, a Plan View 
or a Typical Cross-Section Map. Identify each illustration with a figure or attachment number. For linear projects (e.g. roads, subsurface utility lines, etc.) gradient 
drawings should also be included. Please submit one original, or good quality copy, of all drawings on 8½x11 inch plain white paper (electronic media may be 

• substituted). Use the fewest. number of sheets necessary for your drawings or illustrations. Each 1Uustration should identify the project, the applicant, and the type 
of illustration (vicinity map. plan view, or cross-section). While illustrations need not be professional (many small, private project Illustrations are prepared by 
hand), they should be clear, -accurate, and contain all necessary info/l'l1alion, 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND REQUIREMENTS 

For proposed NWP activities that lnvol\.le discharges into waters of the United Stales, 'water quality certification from the State, Tribe, or EPA must be obtained or 
waived (see NWP general condition 25). Some States, Tribes. or EPA have issued water quality certification for one or more NWPs. Please check the 

appropriate Corps district web site to see if water quality certification has already been issued for the NWP(s) you wish to use. For proposed NWP activities in 
coastal slates, stale Coastal Zone Management Aot consistency concurrence must be obtained, or a presumption of concurrence must occur (see NWP general 
condition 26). Some States have issued Coastal Zone Management Act consistency concurrences for one or more NWPs. Please check the appropriate Corps 
district web site to see ff Coastal Zone Management Act consistency concurrence has already been issued for the NWP(s) you wish to l!Se. 
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~ An official website of the United States government 

Here's how you know 

This is a beta site. It is an early, in-progress version of the tool with limited datasets that will be regularly updated. 

~ Climate and Economic Justice :::::= Screening Tool BETA MENU 

Explore the map 
UPDATED 

Public engagement 

Use the map to see communities that are identified as disadvantaged. The map uses publicly­

available, nationally-consistent datasets. Learn more about the methodology and datasets that were 

used to identify disadvantaged communities in the current version of the map on the MethodologY. & 

data page. 

heflin, alabama 

Heflin sel\"' Mill Rd 

Haley,9, 
Q' 

Help improve the site & data0 

wwtpeng@gmail.com
Typewritten text
Water Customers in this area 94.3%
Sewer Customers in this Area 97.2%
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PROJECT SUMMARY
Project Code: 2024-0053301
Project Name: Heflin Alabama Water Plant Improvements
Project Type: Water Supply Facility - New Constr
Project Description: Upgrade of water plant components
Project Location:

The approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/@33.648128549999996,-85.60028282812615,14z

Counties: Cleburne County, Alabama

(; uJgJ Cr 

https://www.google.com/maps/@33.648128549999996,-85.60028282812615,14z
https://www.google.com/maps/@33.648128549999996,-85.60028282812615,14z


WATER/WASTEWATER/GAS DESIGN * OPERATOR TRAINING 

Utility Engineering Consultants, 
130 Southcrest Drive, Suite 100 

Homewood, AL 35209 
P.O. Box 19218 

Birmingham, Alabama 35219

LLC 
Phone : 205.951.3838 
FAX : 205.951.3839 
WEB : www.uecllc.com

February 23,2024 

Mr. William J. Pearson, Field Supervisor 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service  
Daphne ES Field Office  
1208-B Main Street  
Daphne, AL 36526 

RE: Heflin Waterworks and Sewer Board 
Water System Improvements 
DWSRF Number FS010206-02 

Dear Mr. Pearson: 

We propose to rehabilitate the water treatment plant components.  The project will be completed on the existing 
water treatment plant property as shown on the enclosed maps. 

This work will not impact or disturb anything except existing units inside the plant fence.  I believe these projects 
qualify for both NWP 3 and NWP 58. We are including a project Location Maps of the consistency letter, 
concurrence letter and species list. We respectfully request your concurrence of these projects. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at (205) 951-3838. 

Sincerely, 

UTILITY ENGINEERING CONSULTANTS, LLC  

By ____________________________________ 
Dave B. Bechtel, P.E. 

DBB 

cc: Mr. Glen Hyatt 

Attachment:  Location Maps, Consistency Letter, Concurrence Letter and Species List 

~a 
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http://www.uecllc.com/


February 23, 2024

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Alabama Ecological Services Field Office

1208 B Main Street
Daphne, AL 36526-4419

Phone: (251) 441-5181 Fax: (251) 441-6222
Email Address: alabama@fws.gov

In Reply Refer To: 
Project code: 2024-0053301 
Project Name: Heflin Alabama Water Plant Improvements 
 
Federal Nexus: yes  
Federal Action Agency (if applicable): Alabama Department of Environmental Management  
 
Subject: Federal agency coordination under the Endangered Species Act, Section 7 for 'Heflin 

Alabama Water Plant Improvements'
 
Dear Dave Bechtel:

This letter records your determination using the Information for Planning and Consultation 
(IPaC) system provided to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) on February 23, 2024, for 
'Heflin Alabama Water Plant Improvements' (here forward, Project). This project has been 
assigned Project Code 2024-0053301 and all future correspondence should clearly reference this 
number. Please carefully review this letter. Your Endangered Species Act (Act) requirements 
may not be complete.

Ensuring Accurate Determinations When Using IPaC

The Service developed the IPaC system and associated species’ determination keys in accordance 
with the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA; 87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et 
seq.) and based on a standing analysis. All information submitted by the Project proponent into 
IPaC must accurately represent the full scope and details of the Project.

Failure to accurately represent or implement the Project as detailed in IPaC or the Northern 
Long-eared Bat Rangewide Determination Key (DKey), invalidates this letter. Answers to 
certain questions in the DKey commit the project proponent to implementation of conservation 
measures that must be followed for the ESA determination to remain valid.

Determination for the Northern Long-Eared Bat

Based upon your IPaC submission and a standing analysis completed by the Service, your project 
has reached the determination of “May Affect, Not Likely to Adversely Affect” the northern 
long-eared bat. Unless the Service advises you within 15 days of the date of this letter that your 

mailto:alabama@fws.gov
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▪

▪

▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
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IPaC-assisted determination was incorrect, this letter verifies that consultation on the Action is 
complete and no further action is necessary unless either of the following occurs:

new information reveals effects of the action that may affect the northern long-eared bat in 
a manner or to an extent not previously considered; or,
the identified action is subsequently modified in a manner that causes an effect to the 
northern long-eared bat that was not considered when completing the determination key.

15-Day Review Period

As indicated above, the Service will notify you within 15 calendar days if we determine that this 
proposed Action does not meet the criteria for a “may affect, not likely to adversely 
affect” (NLAA) determination for the northern long-eared bat. If we do not notify you within that 
timeframe, you may proceed with the Action under the terms of the NLAA concurrence provided 
here. This verification period allows the identified Ecological Services Field Office to apply local 
knowledge to evaluation of the Action, as we may identify a small subset of actions having 
impacts that we did not anticipate when developing the key. In such cases, the identified 
Ecological Services Field Office may request additional information to verify the effects 
determination reached through the Northern Long-eared Bat DKey.

Other Species and Critical Habitat that May be Present in the Action Area

The IPaC-assisted determination for the northern long-eared bat does not apply to the following 
ESA-protected species and/or critical habitat that also may occur in your Action area:

Finelined Pocketbook Hamiota altilis Threatened
Indiana Bat Myotis sodalis Endangered
Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus Candidate
Red-cockaded Woodpecker Picoides borealis Endangered
Southern Pigtoe Pleurobema georgianum Endangered
Tricolored Bat Perimyotis subflavus Proposed Endangered
White Fringeless Orchid Platanthera integrilabia Threatened
Whooping Crane Grus americana Experimental Population, Non-Essential

 
You may coordinate with our Office to determine whether the Action may affect the species and/ 
or critical habitat listed above. Note that reinitiation of consultation would be necessary if a new 
species is listed or critical habitat designated that may be affected by the identified action before 
it is complete.

 
If you have any questions regarding this letter or need further assistance, please contact the 
Alabama Ecological Services Field Office and reference Project Code 2024-0053301 associated 
with this Project.
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Action Description
You provided to IPaC the following name and description for the subject Action.

1. Name

Heflin Alabama Water Plant Improvements

2. Description

The following description was provided for the project 'Heflin Alabama Water Plant 
Improvements':

Upgrade of water plant components

The approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/@33.648128549999996,-85.60028282812615,14z

Catrnlga c, .. ~ 

https://www.google.com/maps/@33.648128549999996,-85.60028282812615,14z
https://www.google.com/maps/@33.648128549999996,-85.60028282812615,14z


Project code: 2024-0053301 02/23/2024

DKey Version Publish Date: 02/13/2024  4 of 11

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

DETERMINATION KEY RESULT
Based on the answers provided, the proposed Action is consistent with a determination of “may 
affect, but not likely to adversely affect” for the Endangered northern long-eared bat (Myotis 
septentrionalis).

QUALIFICATION INTERVIEW
Does the proposed project include, or is it reasonably certain to cause, intentional take of 
the northern long-eared bat or any other listed species? 
 
Note: Intentional take is defined as take that is the intended result of a project. Intentional take could refer to 
research, direct species management, surveys, and/or studies that include intentional handling/encountering, 
harassment, collection, or capturing of any individual of a federally listed threatened, endangered or proposed 
species?

No
The action area does not overlap with an area for which U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
currently has data to support the presumption that the northern long-eared bat is present. 
Are you aware of other data that indicates that northern long-eared bats (NLEB) are likely 
to be present in the action area? 
 
Bat occurrence data may include identification of NLEBs in hibernacula, capture of 
NLEBs, tracking of NLEBs to roost trees, or confirmed NLEB acoustic detections. Data 
on captures, roost tree use, and acoustic detections should post-date the year when white- 
nose syndrome was detected in the relevant state. With this question, we are looking for 
data that, for some reason, may have not yet been made available to U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service.
No
Does any component of the action involve construction or operation of wind turbines? 
 
Note: For federal actions, answer ‘yes’ if the construction or operation of wind power facilities is either (1) part 
of the federal action or (2) would not occur but for a federal agency action (federal permit, funding, etc.).

No
Is the proposed action authorized, permitted, licensed, funded, or being carried out by a 
Federal agency in whole or in part?
Yes
Is the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), 
or Federal Transit Administration (FTA) funding or authorizing the proposed action, in 
whole or in part?
No
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6.

7.

8.

9.

Are you an employee of the federal action agency or have you been officially designated in 
writing by the agency as its designated non-federal representative for the purposes of 
Endangered Species Act Section 7 informal consultation per 50 CFR § 402.08? 
 
Note: This key may be used for federal actions and for non-federal actions to facilitate section 7 consultation and 
to help determine whether an incidental take permit may be needed, respectively. This question is for information 
purposes only.

No
Is the lead federal action agency the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) or Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC)? Is the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) or 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) funding or authorizing the proposed action, 
in whole or in part?
Yes
Have you determined that your proposed action will have no effect on the northern long- 
eared bat? Remember to consider the effects of any activities that would not occur but for 
the proposed action. 
 
If you think that the northern long-eared bat may be affected by your project or if you 
would like assistance in deciding, answer “No” below and continue through the key. If you 
have determined that the northern long-eared bat does not occur in your project’s action 
area and/or that your project will have no effects whatsoever on the species despite the 
potential for it to occur in the action area, you may make a “no effect” determination for 
the northern long-eared bat. 
 
Note: Federal agencies (or their designated non-federal representatives) must consult with USFWS on federal 
agency actions that may affect listed species [50 CFR 402.14(a)]. Consultation is not required for actions that will 
not affect listed species or critical habitat. Therefore, this determination key will not provide a consistency or 
verification letter for actions that will not affect listed species. If you believe that the northern long-eared bat may 
be affected by your project or if you would like assistance in deciding, please answer “No” and continue through 
the key. Remember that this key addresses only effects to the northern long-eared bat. Consultation with USFWS 
would be required if your action may affect another listed species or critical habitat. The definition of Effects of 
the Action can be found here: https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key- 
selected-definitions

No
[Semantic] Is the action area located within 0.5 miles of a known northern long-eared bat 
hibernaculum? 
 
Note: The map queried for this question contains proprietary information and cannot be displayed. If you need 
additional information, please contact your State wildlife agency.

Automatically answered
No

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/chapter-IV/subchapter-A/part-402/subpart-A/section-402.02#p-402.02(Effects%20of%20the%20action)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/chapter-IV/subchapter-A/part-402/subpart-A/section-402.02#p-402.02(Effects%20of%20the%20action)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/chapter-IV/subchapter-A/part-402/subpart-A/section-402.02#p-402.02(Effects%20of%20the%20action)
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Does the action area contain any caves (or associated sinkholes, fissures, or other karst 
features), mines, rocky outcroppings, or tunnels that could provide habitat for hibernating 
northern long-eared bats?
No
Does the action area contain or occur within 0.5 miles of (1) talus or (2) anthropogenic or 
naturally formed rock crevices in rocky outcrops, rock faces or cliffs?
No
Is suitable summer habitat for the northern long-eared bat present within 1000 feet of 
project activities? 
(If unsure, answer "Yes.") 
 
Note: If there are trees within the action area that are of a sufficient size to be potential roosts for bats (i.e., live 
trees and/or snags ≥3 inches (12.7 centimeter) dbh), answer "Yes". If unsure, additional information defining 
suitable summer habitat for the northern long-eared bat can be found at: https://www.fws.gov/media/northern- 
long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions

Yes
Will the action cause effects to a bridge?
No
Will the action result in effects to a culvert or tunnel?
No
Does the action include the intentional exclusion of northern long-eared bats from a 
building or structure? 
 
Note: Exclusion is conducted to deny bats’ entry or reentry into a building. To be effective and to avoid harming 
bats, it should be done according to established standards. If your action includes bat exclusion and you are 
unsure whether northern long-eared bats are present, answer “Yes.” Answer “No” if there are no signs of bat use 
in the building/structure. If unsure, contact your local U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services Ecological Services Field 
Office to help assess whether northern long-eared bats may be present. Contact a Nuisance Wildlife Control 
Operator (NWCO) for help in how to exclude bats from a structure safely without causing harm to the bats (to 
find a NWCO certified in bat standards, search the Internet using the search term “National Wildlife Control 
Operators Association bats”). Also see the White-Nose Syndrome Response Team's guide for bat control in 
structures

No
Does the action involve removal, modification, or maintenance of a human-made structure 
(barn, house, or other building) known or suspected to contain roosting bats?
No

https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions
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17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

Will the action directly or indirectly cause construction of one or more new roads that are 
open to the public? 
 
Note: The answer may be yes when a publicly accessible road either (1) is constructed as part of the proposed 
action or (2) would not occur but for the proposed action (i.e., the road construction is facilitated by the proposed 
action but is not an explicit component of the project).

No
Will the action include or cause any construction or other activity that is reasonably certain 
to increase average daily traffic on one or more existing roads? 
 
Note: For federal actions, answer ‘yes’ when the construction or operation of these facilities is either (1) part of 
the federal action or (2) would not occur but for an action taken by a federal agency (federal permit, funding, 
etc.). .

No
Will the action include or cause any construction or other activity that is reasonably certain 
to increase the number of travel lanes on an existing thoroughfare? 
 
For federal actions, answer ‘yes’ when the construction or operation of these facilities is 
either (1) part of the federal action or (2) would not occur but for an action taken by a 
federal agency (federal permit, funding, etc.).
No
Will the proposed action involve the creation of a new water-borne contaminant source 
(e.g., leachate pond pits containing chemicals that are not NSF/ANSI 60 compliant)?
No
Will the proposed action involve the creation of a new point source discharge from a 
facility other than a water treatment plant or storm water system?
No
Will the proposed action involve blasting?
No
Will the action involve military training (e.g., smoke operations, obscurant operations, 
exploding munitions, artillery fire, range use, helicopter or fixed wing aircraft use)?
No
Will the proposed action involve the use of herbicide or other pesticides (e.g., fungicides, 
insecticides, or rodenticides)?
No
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25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

Will the action include or cause activities that are reasonably certain to cause chronic 
nighttime noise in suitable summer habitat for the northern long-eared bat? Chronic noise 
is noise that is continuous or occurs repeatedly again and again for a long time. 
 
Note: Additional information defining suitable summer habitat for the northern long-eared bat can be found at: 
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions

No
Does the action include, or is it reasonably certain to cause, the use of artificial lighting 
within 1000 feet of suitable northern long-eared bat roosting habitat? 
 
Note: Additional information defining suitable roosting habitat for the northern long-eared bat can be found at: 
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions

No
Will the action include tree cutting or other means of knocking down or bringing down 
trees, tree topping, or tree trimming?
Yes
Has a presence/probable absence summer bat survey targeting the northern long-eared bat 
following the Service’s Range-wide Indiana Bat and Northern Long-Eared Bat Survey 
Guidelines been conducted within the project area? If unsure, answer “No.”
No
Does the action include emergency cutting or trimming of hazard trees in order to remove 
an imminent threat to human safety or property? See hazard tree note at the bottom of the 
key for text that will be added to response letters 
 
Note: A "hazard tree" is a tree that is an immediate threat to lives, public health and safety, or improved property 
and has a diameter breast height of six inches or greater.

No
Are any of the trees proposed for cutting or other means of knocking down, bringing 
down, topping, or trimming suitable for northern long-eared bat roosting (i.e., live trees 
and/or snags ≥3 inches dbh that have exfoliating bark, cracks, crevices, and/or cavities)?
Yes
[Semantic] Does your project intersect a known sensitive area for the northern long-eared 
bat? 
 
Note: The map queried for this question contains proprietary information and cannot be displayed. If you need 
additional information, please contact your state agency or USFWS field office

Automatically answered
No

https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions
https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/range-wide-indiana-bat-and-northern-long-eared-bat-survey-guidelines
https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/range-wide-indiana-bat-and-northern-long-eared-bat-survey-guidelines
https://www.fws.gov/media/state-specific-links-roost-tree-and-hibernacula-information
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32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

Will all tree cutting/trimming or other knocking or bringing down of trees be restricted to 
the inactive season for the northern long-eared bat? 
 
 
Note: Inactive Season dates for summer habitat outside of staging and swarming areas can be found here: https:// 
www.fws.gov/media/inactive-season-dates-swarming-and-staging-areas.

Yes
Will the action cause trees to be cut, knocked down, or otherwise brought down across an 
area greater than 10 acres?
No
Will the action cause trees to be cut, knocked down, or otherwise brought down in a way 
that would fragment a forested connection (e.g., tree line) between two or more forest 
patches of at least 5 acres? 
 
The forest patches may consist of entirely contiguous forest or multiple forested areas that 
are separated by less than 1000’ of non-forested area. A project will fragment a forested 
connection if it creates an unforested gap of greater than 1000’.
No
Will the action result in the use of prescribed fire? 
No
Will the action cause noises that are louder than ambient baseline noises within the action 
area?
No

https://www.fws.gov/media/inactive-season-dates-swarming-and-staging-areas
https://www.fws.gov/media/inactive-season-dates-swarming-and-staging-areas
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PROJECT QUESTIONNAIRE
Enter the extent of the action area (in acres) from which trees will be removed - round up 
to the nearest tenth of an acre. For this question, include the entire area where tree removal 
will take place, even if some live or dead trees will be left standing.
0.25
In what extent of the area (in acres) will trees be cut, knocked down, or trimmed during the 
inactive (hibernation) season for northern long-eared bat? Note: Inactive Season dates for spring 
staging/fall swarming areas can be found here: https://www.fws.gov/media/inactive-season-dates-swarming-and- 
staging-areas

0.25
In what extent of the area (in acres) will trees be cut, knocked down, or trimmed during the 
active (non-hibernation) season for northern long-eared bat? Note: Inactive Season dates for 
spring staging/fall swarming areas can be found here: https://www.fws.gov/media/inactive-season-dates- 
swarming-and-staging-areas

0.25
Will all potential northern long-eared bat (NLEB) roost trees (trees ≥3 inches diameter at 
breast height, dbh) be cut, knocked, or brought down from any portion of the action area 
greater than or equal to 0.1 acre? If all NLEB roost trees will be removed from multiple 
areas, select ‘Yes’ if the cumulative extent of those areas meets or exceeds 0.1 acre.
Yes
Enter the extent of the action area (in acres) from which all potential NLEB roost trees will 
be removed. If all NLEB roost trees will be removed from multiple areas, entire the total 
extent of those areas. Round up to the nearest tenth of an acre.
0.25
For the area from which all potential northern long-eared bat (NLEB) roost trees will be 
removed, on how many acres (round to the nearest tenth of an acre) will trees be allowed 
to regrow? Enter ‘0’ if the entire area from which all potential NLEB roost trees are 
removed will be developed or otherwise converted to non-forest for the foreseeable future. 
0.25
Will any snags (standing dead trees) ≥3 inches dbh be left standing in the area(s) in which 
all northern long-eared bat roost trees will be cut, knocked down, or otherwise brought 
down?
No
Will all project activities by completed by April 1, 2024?
No

https://www.fws.gov/media/inactive-season-dates-swarming-and-staging-areas
https://www.fws.gov/media/inactive-season-dates-swarming-and-staging-areas
https://www.fws.gov/media/inactive-season-dates-swarming-and-staging-areas
https://www.fws.gov/media/inactive-season-dates-swarming-and-staging-areas
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IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION
Agency: Heflin city
Name: Dave Bechtel
Address: PO Box 19218
City: Birmingham
State: AL
Zip: 35219
Email dbechtel@uecllc.com
Phone: 2059513838

LEAD AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION
Lead Agency: Alabama Department of Environmental Management



February 23, 2024

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Alabama Ecological Services Field Office

1208 B Main Street
Daphne, AL 36526-4419

Phone: (251) 441-5181 Fax: (251) 441-6222
Email Address: alabama@fws.gov

In Reply Refer To: 
Project code: 2024-0053301 
Project Name: Heflin Alabama Water Plant Improvements 
 
Subject: Consistency letter for the project named 'Heflin Alabama Water Plant Improvements' 

for the endangered Indiana bat and its critical habitat in the proposed project location, 
pursuant to the Indiana Bat Determination Key (DKey)

 
Dear Dave Bechtel:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) received on February 23, 2024 your effect 
determination(s) for the 'Heflin Alabama Water Plant Improvements' using the Indiana Bat DKey 
within the Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) system. The Service developed this 
system in accordance with the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA) (87 Stat.884, as amended; 
16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

Based on your answers and the assistance of the Service’s Indiana Bat DKey, you made the 
following effect determination(s) for the proposed Action:

Species Listing Status Determination
Indiana Bat (Myotis sodalis) Endangered May affect
 

Consultation Status
 
May Affect Determinations: Species with May Affect determinations are those for which the 
DKey was unable to provide a conclusion or those for which you were either unsure about the 
determination or you chose to make a “may affect” determination. If the DKey was unable to 
provide a conclusion, this does not necessarily mean that the project is likely to adversely affect 
the species. If you think the project may affect the species or want additional technical 
assistance, please follow the instructions in the "Additional Coordination" section below. If a 
federal action agency chooses to make a "no effect" determination for the species, there is no 
statutory requirement to request concurrence with that determination; however, the federal action 
agency should document the supporting information for this determination in their files. This 
documentation would typically demonstrate a lack of suitable habitat within the action area, 

mailto:alabama@fws.gov
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show that no impacts to suitable habitat would occur, or provide information that the species is 
not reasonably certain to occur in the action area even though suitable habitat is present.

In addition to the Indiana bat, the following species and/or critical habitats may also occur in 
your project area and are not covered by this conclusion:

Finelined Pocketbook Hamiota altilis Threatened
Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus Candidate
Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis Endangered
Red-cockaded Woodpecker Picoides borealis Endangered
Southern Pigtoe Pleurobema georgianum Endangered
Tricolored Bat Perimyotis subflavus Proposed Endangered
White Fringeless Orchid Platanthera integrilabia Threatened
Whooping Crane Grus americana Experimental Population, Non-Essential

 
To address effects to other federally listed or proposed species and/or their designated critical 
habitat, you can request project-specific review by following the instructions in the “Next Steps” 
section of your species list letter, or you may use another determination key, if available.

Additional Coordination
To request additional technical assistance or consultation, please contact the Alabama Ecological 
Services Field Office . When you contact the office, please provide all relevant site-specific 
information regarding the proposed Action. The Alabama Ecological Services Field Office will 
respond within 30 to 60 days of your submittal.
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Action Description
You provided to IPaC the following name and description for the subject Action.

1. Name

Heflin Alabama Water Plant Improvements

2. Description

The following description was provided for the project 'Heflin Alabama Water Plant 
Improvements':

Upgrade of water plant components

The approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/@33.648128549999996,-85.60028282812615,14z

Catrnlga c, .. ~ 

https://www.google.com/maps/@33.648128549999996,-85.60028282812615,14z
https://www.google.com/maps/@33.648128549999996,-85.60028282812615,14z
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

QUALIFICATION INTERVIEW
Will the proposed action involve Federal funding, permitting, or authorization, or will it be 
carried out by a Federal Agency?
Yes
Is the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), 
or Federal Transit Administration (FTA) the lead Federal Agency for this action.
No
Are you the lead Federal Action Agency or designated non-federal representative 
requesting concurrence on behalf of the lead Federal Action Agency?
No
[Semantic] Is the Action Area within 1/2-mile of a known Indiana bat hibernaculum? 
 
Note: The map queried for this question contains proprietary information and cannot be 
displayed. If you need additional information, please contact the Field Office listed in the 
letterhead of this letter.
Automatically answered
No
If you have determined that the Indiana bat is unlikely to occur to within your project’s 
Action Area or that your project is unlikely to have any potential impacts on the Indiana 
bat, you may wish to make a "No Effect" determination for the Indiana bat. Would you like 
to make a No Effect determination for the Indiana bat? 
 
Note: A "No Effect" determination does not require concurrence from the Service; however, you should 
document the supporting information for this determination in your files. This documentation would typically 
demonstrate a lack of suitable habitat within the action area, show that no impacts to suitable habitat would occur, 
or provide information that the species is not reasonably certain to occur in the action area even though suitable 
habitat is present. If you believe the Indiana bat may be affected by your project or if you would like assistance in 
making a determination, please answer "no" and continue through the key.

No
Will the proposed Action involve construction or operation of wind turbines?
No
Will the proposed Action involve blasting, other than a fireworks display?
No
Will the proposed Action involve a new point source discharge from a facility other than a 
water treatment plant or storm water system?
No
Will the proposed Action involve the creation of a new water-borne contaminant source 
(e.g., leachate pond, pits containing chemicals that are not NSF/ANSI 60 compliant)?
No
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Will the proposed Action include the removal, replacement, repair and/or maintenance of 
an existing bridge or culvert?
No
Will the proposed Action involve perennial stream loss that would require an individual 
permit under 404 of the Clean Water Act?
No
Will the proposed Action involve discharge of sediment into a stream?
No
Does the Action Area contain any caves (including their associated sinkholes, fissures, or 
other karst features), rockshelters, underground quarries, or abandoned mine portals 
(including associated underground workings)?
No
Will the proposed project result in the removal of trees?
Yes
Did a habitat model applicable to the project site determine the project site to be of low 
probability for use by Indiana bats? 
 
Note: This question will most commonly be answered "no." If the answer to this question is "yes", you will be 
required to upload your Habitat Model Report

No
Will the proposed project result in the removal of potentially suitable summer habitat for 
the Indiana bat? Suitable summer habitat for Indiana bats consists of a wide variety of 
forested/wooded habitats where they roost, forage, and travel. This includes forests and 
woodlots, linear features such as fencerows, riparian forests, and other wooded corridors. 
These wooded areas may be dense or loose aggregates of trees with variable amounts of 
canopy closure. Individual trees may be considered suitable habitat when they exhibit the 
characteristics of a potential roost tree (live tree and/or snag ≥5 inches diameter at breast 
height (dbh) (12.7 centimeter) that has exfoliating bark, cracks, crevices, and/or hollows) 
and are located within 1,000 feet (305 meters) of other forested/wooded habitat. See the 
Indiana Bat Summer Survey Guidelines for addition description (https://www.fws.gov/ 
sites/default/files/documents/Range-wide-Indiana-bat-survey-guidelines- 
March-23-2020.pdf). 
 
Note: If "no" upload a document with photos representative of the forested habitat to be removed.

Yes

https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Range-wide-Indiana-bat-survey-guidelines-March-23-2020.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Range-wide-Indiana-bat-survey-guidelines-March-23-2020.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Range-wide-Indiana-bat-survey-guidelines-March-23-2020.pdf
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17.

18.

19.

20.

Will the proposed Action remove any suitable (primary or alternate) Indiana bat roost 
trees? Suitable Indiana bat roost trees are live trees and/or snags ≥5 inches diameter at 
breast height (dbh) (12.7 centimeter) that have exfoliating bark, cracks, crevices, and/or 
hollows. 
 
Note: If "no" upload a document with photos representative of the forested habitat to be removed.

Yes
Will the proposed Action remove any suitable primary roost trees? Suitable Indiana bat 
primary roost trees are live trees and/or snags 9 inches diameter at breast height (dbh) or 
greater that have exfoliating bark, cracks, crevices, and/or hollows. 
Note: If "no" upload a document with photos representative of the forested habitat to be removed.

Yes
If appropriate, would you like to conduct a voluntary emergence survey to determine if 
bats are using all of the suitable roost trees proposed for removal? Emergence surveys 
require a surveyor to observe each suitable roost tree for the presence of bats. Surveys 
should follow the protocol in Appendix E in the USFWS' current Indiana Bat Summer 
Survey Guidelines at https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Range-wide- 
Indiana-bat-survey-guidelines-March-23-2020.pdf.
No
Would you like to conduct a voluntary summer survey presence/absence survey (netting or 
acoustic) of the project area? 
 
Note: If "yes" upload a survey proposal for the Field Office to review. Surveys should be conducted in 
accordance with the USFWS' current Indiana Bat Summer Survey Guidelines, found at https://www.fws.gov/ 
sites/default/files/documents/Range-wide-Indiana-bat-survey-guidelines-March-23-2020.pdf.

No

https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Range-wide-Indiana-bat-survey-guidelines-March-23-2020.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Range-wide-Indiana-bat-survey-guidelines-March-23-2020.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Range-wide-Indiana-bat-survey-guidelines-March-23-2020.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Range-wide-Indiana-bat-survey-guidelines-March-23-2020.pdf
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IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION
Agency: Heflin city
Name: Dave Bechtel
Address: PO Box 19218
City: Birmingham
State: AL
Zip: 35219
Email dbechtel@uecllc.com
Phone: 2059513838

LEAD AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION
Lead Agency: Alabama Department of Environmental Management



February 23, 2024

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Alabama Ecological Services Field Office

1208 B Main Street
Daphne, AL 36526-4419

Phone: (251) 441-5181 Fax: (251) 441-6222
Email Address: alabama@fws.gov

In Reply Refer To: 
Project Code: 2024-0053301 
Project Name: Heflin Alabama Water Plant Improvements
 
Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project 

location or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as 
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your 
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the 
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the 
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

Project consultation requests may be submitted by mail or email (Alabama@fws.gov).  Ensure 
that the Project Code in the header of this letter is clearly referenced in any request for 
consultation or correspondence submitted to our office.

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of 
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to 
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to 
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical 
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the 
Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be 
completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be 
completed by visiting the IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and 
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested 
through the IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list.

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the 
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the 
Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to 
utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered 

mailto:alabama@fws.gov
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species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or 
designated critical habitat.

A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having 
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the 
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2) 
(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological 
evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may 
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended 
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that 
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the 
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service 
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed 
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7 
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered 
Species Consultation Handbook" at:

https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/endangered-species-consultation- 
handbook.pdf

Migratory Birds: In addition to responsibilities to protect threatened and endangered species 
under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), there are additional responsibilities under the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) to 
protect native birds from project-related impacts. Any activity, intentional or unintentional, 
resulting in take of migratory birds, including eagles, is prohibited unless otherwise permitted by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)). For more 
information regarding these Acts see https://www.fws.gov/program/migratory-bird-permit/what- 
we-do.

The MBTA has no provision for allowing take of migratory birds that may be unintentionally 
killed or injured by otherwise lawful activities. It is the responsibility of the project proponent to 
comply with these Acts by identifying potential impacts to migratory birds and eagles within 
applicable NEPA documents (when there is a federal nexus) or a Bird/Eagle Conservation Plan 
(when there is no federal nexus). Proponents should implement conservation measures to avoid 
or minimize the production of project-related stressors or minimize the exposure of birds and 
their resources to the project-related stressors. For more information on avian stressors and 
recommended conservation measures see https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/threats-birds.

In addition to MBTA and BGEPA, Executive Order 13186: Responsibilities of Federal Agencies 
to Protect Migratory Birds, obligates all Federal agencies that engage in or authorize activities 
that might affect migratory birds, to minimize those effects and encourage conservation measures 
that will improve bird populations. Executive Order 13186 provides for the protection of both 
migratory birds and migratory bird habitat. For information regarding the implementation of 
Executive Order 13186, please visit https://www.fws.gov/partner/council-conservation- 
migratory-birds.
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We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages 
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project 
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Ensure that the Project Code in the header of this 
letter is clearly referenced with any request for consultation or correspondence about 
your project that you submit to our office.

 
Attachment(s):

Official Species List

OFFICIAL SPECIES LIST
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the 
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether 
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed 
action".

This species list is provided by:

Alabama Ecological Services Field Office
1208 B Main Street
Daphne, AL 36526-4419
(251) 441-5181
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PROJECT SUMMARY
Project Code: 2024-0053301
Project Name: Heflin Alabama Water Plant Improvements
Project Type: Water Supply Facility - New Constr
Project Description: Upgrade of water plant components
Project Location:

The approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/@33.648128549999996,-85.60028282812615,14z

Counties: Cleburne County, Alabama

(; uJgJ Cr 

https://www.google.com/maps/@33.648128549999996,-85.60028282812615,14z
https://www.google.com/maps/@33.648128549999996,-85.60028282812615,14z
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1.

ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT SPECIES
There is a total of 9 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include 
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species 
list because a project could affect downstream species.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA 
Fisheries , as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the 
Department of Commerce.

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially 
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office 
if you have questions.

NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an 
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of 
Commerce.

MAMMALS
NAME STATUS

Indiana Bat Myotis sodalis
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location does not overlap the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5949

Endangered

Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045

Endangered

Tricolored Bat Perimyotis subflavus
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/10515

Proposed 
Endangered

BIRDS
NAME STATUS

Red-cockaded Woodpecker Picoides borealis
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/7614

Endangered

Whooping Crane Grus americana
Population: U.S.A. (AL, AR, CO, FL, GA, ID, IL, IN, IA, KY, LA, MI, MN, MS, MO, NC, 
NM, OH, SC, TN, UT, VA, WI, WV, western half of WY)
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/758

Experimental 
Population, 
Non- 
Essential

1

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5949
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/10515
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/7614
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/758
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CLAMS
NAME STATUS

Finelined Pocketbook Hamiota altilis
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location does not overlap the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1393

Threatened

Southern Pigtoe Pleurobema georgianum
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location does not overlap the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1520

Endangered

INSECTS
NAME STATUS

Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743

Candidate

FLOWERING PLANTS
NAME STATUS

White Fringeless Orchid Platanthera integrilabia
Population:
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1889

Threatened

CRITICAL HABITATS
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S 
JURISDICTION.

YOU ARE STILL REQUIRED TO DETERMINE IF YOUR PROJECT(S) MAY HAVE EFFECTS ON ALL 
ABOVE LISTED SPECIES.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1393
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1520
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1889
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IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION
Agency: Heflin city
Name: Dave Bechtel
Address: PO Box 19218
City: Birmingham
State: AL
Zip: 35219
Email dbechtel@uecllc.com
Phone: 2059513838

LEAD AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION
Lead Agency: Alabama Department of Environmental Management





February 23, 2024

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Alabama Ecological Services Field Office

1208 B Main Street
Daphne, AL 36526-4419

Phone: (251) 441-5181 Fax: (251) 441-6222
Email Address: alabama@fws.gov

In Reply Refer To: 
Project code: 2024-0053301 
Project Name: Heflin Alabama Water Plant Improvements 
 
Federal Nexus: yes  
Federal Action Agency (if applicable): Alabama Department of Environmental Management  
 
Subject: Federal agency coordination under the Endangered Species Act, Section 7 for 'Heflin 

Alabama Water Plant Improvements'
 
Dear Dave Bechtel:

This letter records your determination using the Information for Planning and Consultation 
(IPaC) system provided to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) on February 23, 2024, for 
'Heflin Alabama Water Plant Improvements' (here forward, Project). This project has been 
assigned Project Code 2024-0053301 and all future correspondence should clearly reference this 
number. Please carefully review this letter. Your Endangered Species Act (Act) requirements 
may not be complete.

Ensuring Accurate Determinations When Using IPaC

The Service developed the IPaC system and associated species’ determination keys in accordance 
with the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA; 87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et 
seq.) and based on a standing analysis. All information submitted by the Project proponent into 
IPaC must accurately represent the full scope and details of the Project.

Failure to accurately represent or implement the Project as detailed in IPaC or the Northern 
Long-eared Bat Rangewide Determination Key (DKey), invalidates this letter. Answers to 
certain questions in the DKey commit the project proponent to implementation of conservation 
measures that must be followed for the ESA determination to remain valid.

Determination for the Northern Long-Eared Bat

Based upon your IPaC submission and a standing analysis completed by the Service, your project 
has reached the determination of “May Affect, Not Likely to Adversely Affect” the northern 
long-eared bat. Unless the Service advises you within 15 days of the date of this letter that your 

mailto:alabama@fws.gov
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IPaC-assisted determination was incorrect, this letter verifies that consultation on the Action is 
complete and no further action is necessary unless either of the following occurs:

new information reveals effects of the action that may affect the northern long-eared bat in 
a manner or to an extent not previously considered; or,
the identified action is subsequently modified in a manner that causes an effect to the 
northern long-eared bat that was not considered when completing the determination key.

15-Day Review Period

As indicated above, the Service will notify you within 15 calendar days if we determine that this 
proposed Action does not meet the criteria for a “may affect, not likely to adversely 
affect” (NLAA) determination for the northern long-eared bat. If we do not notify you within that 
timeframe, you may proceed with the Action under the terms of the NLAA concurrence provided 
here. This verification period allows the identified Ecological Services Field Office to apply local 
knowledge to evaluation of the Action, as we may identify a small subset of actions having 
impacts that we did not anticipate when developing the key. In such cases, the identified 
Ecological Services Field Office may request additional information to verify the effects 
determination reached through the Northern Long-eared Bat DKey.

Other Species and Critical Habitat that May be Present in the Action Area

The IPaC-assisted determination for the northern long-eared bat does not apply to the following 
ESA-protected species and/or critical habitat that also may occur in your Action area:

Finelined Pocketbook Hamiota altilis Threatened
Indiana Bat Myotis sodalis Endangered
Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus Candidate
Red-cockaded Woodpecker Picoides borealis Endangered
Southern Pigtoe Pleurobema georgianum Endangered
Tricolored Bat Perimyotis subflavus Proposed Endangered
White Fringeless Orchid Platanthera integrilabia Threatened
Whooping Crane Grus americana Experimental Population, Non-Essential

 
You may coordinate with our Office to determine whether the Action may affect the species and/ 
or critical habitat listed above. Note that reinitiation of consultation would be necessary if a new 
species is listed or critical habitat designated that may be affected by the identified action before 
it is complete.

 
If you have any questions regarding this letter or need further assistance, please contact the 
Alabama Ecological Services Field Office and reference Project Code 2024-0053301 associated 
with this Project.



Project code: 2024-0053301 02/23/2024

DKey Version Publish Date: 02/13/2024  3 of 11

Action Description
You provided to IPaC the following name and description for the subject Action.

1. Name

Heflin Alabama Water Plant Improvements

2. Description

The following description was provided for the project 'Heflin Alabama Water Plant 
Improvements':

Upgrade of water plant components

The approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/@33.648128549999996,-85.60028282812615,14z

Catrnlga c, .. ~ 

https://www.google.com/maps/@33.648128549999996,-85.60028282812615,14z
https://www.google.com/maps/@33.648128549999996,-85.60028282812615,14z
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

DETERMINATION KEY RESULT
Based on the answers provided, the proposed Action is consistent with a determination of “may 
affect, but not likely to adversely affect” for the Endangered northern long-eared bat (Myotis 
septentrionalis).

QUALIFICATION INTERVIEW
Does the proposed project include, or is it reasonably certain to cause, intentional take of 
the northern long-eared bat or any other listed species? 
 
Note: Intentional take is defined as take that is the intended result of a project. Intentional take could refer to 
research, direct species management, surveys, and/or studies that include intentional handling/encountering, 
harassment, collection, or capturing of any individual of a federally listed threatened, endangered or proposed 
species?

No
The action area does not overlap with an area for which U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
currently has data to support the presumption that the northern long-eared bat is present. 
Are you aware of other data that indicates that northern long-eared bats (NLEB) are likely 
to be present in the action area? 
 
Bat occurrence data may include identification of NLEBs in hibernacula, capture of 
NLEBs, tracking of NLEBs to roost trees, or confirmed NLEB acoustic detections. Data 
on captures, roost tree use, and acoustic detections should post-date the year when white- 
nose syndrome was detected in the relevant state. With this question, we are looking for 
data that, for some reason, may have not yet been made available to U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service.
No
Does any component of the action involve construction or operation of wind turbines? 
 
Note: For federal actions, answer ‘yes’ if the construction or operation of wind power facilities is either (1) part 
of the federal action or (2) would not occur but for a federal agency action (federal permit, funding, etc.).

No
Is the proposed action authorized, permitted, licensed, funded, or being carried out by a 
Federal agency in whole or in part?
Yes
Is the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), 
or Federal Transit Administration (FTA) funding or authorizing the proposed action, in 
whole or in part?
No
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6.

7.

8.

9.

Are you an employee of the federal action agency or have you been officially designated in 
writing by the agency as its designated non-federal representative for the purposes of 
Endangered Species Act Section 7 informal consultation per 50 CFR § 402.08? 
 
Note: This key may be used for federal actions and for non-federal actions to facilitate section 7 consultation and 
to help determine whether an incidental take permit may be needed, respectively. This question is for information 
purposes only.

No
Is the lead federal action agency the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) or Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC)? Is the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) or 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) funding or authorizing the proposed action, 
in whole or in part?
Yes
Have you determined that your proposed action will have no effect on the northern long- 
eared bat? Remember to consider the effects of any activities that would not occur but for 
the proposed action. 
 
If you think that the northern long-eared bat may be affected by your project or if you 
would like assistance in deciding, answer “No” below and continue through the key. If you 
have determined that the northern long-eared bat does not occur in your project’s action 
area and/or that your project will have no effects whatsoever on the species despite the 
potential for it to occur in the action area, you may make a “no effect” determination for 
the northern long-eared bat. 
 
Note: Federal agencies (or their designated non-federal representatives) must consult with USFWS on federal 
agency actions that may affect listed species [50 CFR 402.14(a)]. Consultation is not required for actions that will 
not affect listed species or critical habitat. Therefore, this determination key will not provide a consistency or 
verification letter for actions that will not affect listed species. If you believe that the northern long-eared bat may 
be affected by your project or if you would like assistance in deciding, please answer “No” and continue through 
the key. Remember that this key addresses only effects to the northern long-eared bat. Consultation with USFWS 
would be required if your action may affect another listed species or critical habitat. The definition of Effects of 
the Action can be found here: https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key- 
selected-definitions

No
[Semantic] Is the action area located within 0.5 miles of a known northern long-eared bat 
hibernaculum? 
 
Note: The map queried for this question contains proprietary information and cannot be displayed. If you need 
additional information, please contact your State wildlife agency.

Automatically answered
No

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/chapter-IV/subchapter-A/part-402/subpart-A/section-402.02#p-402.02(Effects%20of%20the%20action)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/chapter-IV/subchapter-A/part-402/subpart-A/section-402.02#p-402.02(Effects%20of%20the%20action)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/chapter-IV/subchapter-A/part-402/subpart-A/section-402.02#p-402.02(Effects%20of%20the%20action)
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Does the action area contain any caves (or associated sinkholes, fissures, or other karst 
features), mines, rocky outcroppings, or tunnels that could provide habitat for hibernating 
northern long-eared bats?
No
Does the action area contain or occur within 0.5 miles of (1) talus or (2) anthropogenic or 
naturally formed rock crevices in rocky outcrops, rock faces or cliffs?
No
Is suitable summer habitat for the northern long-eared bat present within 1000 feet of 
project activities? 
(If unsure, answer "Yes.") 
 
Note: If there are trees within the action area that are of a sufficient size to be potential roosts for bats (i.e., live 
trees and/or snags ≥3 inches (12.7 centimeter) dbh), answer "Yes". If unsure, additional information defining 
suitable summer habitat for the northern long-eared bat can be found at: https://www.fws.gov/media/northern- 
long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions

Yes
Will the action cause effects to a bridge?
No
Will the action result in effects to a culvert or tunnel?
No
Does the action include the intentional exclusion of northern long-eared bats from a 
building or structure? 
 
Note: Exclusion is conducted to deny bats’ entry or reentry into a building. To be effective and to avoid harming 
bats, it should be done according to established standards. If your action includes bat exclusion and you are 
unsure whether northern long-eared bats are present, answer “Yes.” Answer “No” if there are no signs of bat use 
in the building/structure. If unsure, contact your local U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services Ecological Services Field 
Office to help assess whether northern long-eared bats may be present. Contact a Nuisance Wildlife Control 
Operator (NWCO) for help in how to exclude bats from a structure safely without causing harm to the bats (to 
find a NWCO certified in bat standards, search the Internet using the search term “National Wildlife Control 
Operators Association bats”). Also see the White-Nose Syndrome Response Team's guide for bat control in 
structures

No
Does the action involve removal, modification, or maintenance of a human-made structure 
(barn, house, or other building) known or suspected to contain roosting bats?
No

https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions
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17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

Will the action directly or indirectly cause construction of one or more new roads that are 
open to the public? 
 
Note: The answer may be yes when a publicly accessible road either (1) is constructed as part of the proposed 
action or (2) would not occur but for the proposed action (i.e., the road construction is facilitated by the proposed 
action but is not an explicit component of the project).

No
Will the action include or cause any construction or other activity that is reasonably certain 
to increase average daily traffic on one or more existing roads? 
 
Note: For federal actions, answer ‘yes’ when the construction or operation of these facilities is either (1) part of 
the federal action or (2) would not occur but for an action taken by a federal agency (federal permit, funding, 
etc.). .

No
Will the action include or cause any construction or other activity that is reasonably certain 
to increase the number of travel lanes on an existing thoroughfare? 
 
For federal actions, answer ‘yes’ when the construction or operation of these facilities is 
either (1) part of the federal action or (2) would not occur but for an action taken by a 
federal agency (federal permit, funding, etc.).
No
Will the proposed action involve the creation of a new water-borne contaminant source 
(e.g., leachate pond pits containing chemicals that are not NSF/ANSI 60 compliant)?
No
Will the proposed action involve the creation of a new point source discharge from a 
facility other than a water treatment plant or storm water system?
No
Will the proposed action involve blasting?
No
Will the action involve military training (e.g., smoke operations, obscurant operations, 
exploding munitions, artillery fire, range use, helicopter or fixed wing aircraft use)?
No
Will the proposed action involve the use of herbicide or other pesticides (e.g., fungicides, 
insecticides, or rodenticides)?
No
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25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

Will the action include or cause activities that are reasonably certain to cause chronic 
nighttime noise in suitable summer habitat for the northern long-eared bat? Chronic noise 
is noise that is continuous or occurs repeatedly again and again for a long time. 
 
Note: Additional information defining suitable summer habitat for the northern long-eared bat can be found at: 
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions

No
Does the action include, or is it reasonably certain to cause, the use of artificial lighting 
within 1000 feet of suitable northern long-eared bat roosting habitat? 
 
Note: Additional information defining suitable roosting habitat for the northern long-eared bat can be found at: 
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions

No
Will the action include tree cutting or other means of knocking down or bringing down 
trees, tree topping, or tree trimming?
Yes
Has a presence/probable absence summer bat survey targeting the northern long-eared bat 
following the Service’s Range-wide Indiana Bat and Northern Long-Eared Bat Survey 
Guidelines been conducted within the project area? If unsure, answer “No.”
No
Does the action include emergency cutting or trimming of hazard trees in order to remove 
an imminent threat to human safety or property? See hazard tree note at the bottom of the 
key for text that will be added to response letters 
 
Note: A "hazard tree" is a tree that is an immediate threat to lives, public health and safety, or improved property 
and has a diameter breast height of six inches or greater.

No
Are any of the trees proposed for cutting or other means of knocking down, bringing 
down, topping, or trimming suitable for northern long-eared bat roosting (i.e., live trees 
and/or snags ≥3 inches dbh that have exfoliating bark, cracks, crevices, and/or cavities)?
Yes
[Semantic] Does your project intersect a known sensitive area for the northern long-eared 
bat? 
 
Note: The map queried for this question contains proprietary information and cannot be displayed. If you need 
additional information, please contact your state agency or USFWS field office

Automatically answered
No

https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions
https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/range-wide-indiana-bat-and-northern-long-eared-bat-survey-guidelines
https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/range-wide-indiana-bat-and-northern-long-eared-bat-survey-guidelines
https://www.fws.gov/media/state-specific-links-roost-tree-and-hibernacula-information
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32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

Will all tree cutting/trimming or other knocking or bringing down of trees be restricted to 
the inactive season for the northern long-eared bat? 
 
 
Note: Inactive Season dates for summer habitat outside of staging and swarming areas can be found here: https:// 
www.fws.gov/media/inactive-season-dates-swarming-and-staging-areas.

Yes
Will the action cause trees to be cut, knocked down, or otherwise brought down across an 
area greater than 10 acres?
No
Will the action cause trees to be cut, knocked down, or otherwise brought down in a way 
that would fragment a forested connection (e.g., tree line) between two or more forest 
patches of at least 5 acres? 
 
The forest patches may consist of entirely contiguous forest or multiple forested areas that 
are separated by less than 1000’ of non-forested area. A project will fragment a forested 
connection if it creates an unforested gap of greater than 1000’.
No
Will the action result in the use of prescribed fire? 
No
Will the action cause noises that are louder than ambient baseline noises within the action 
area?
No

https://www.fws.gov/media/inactive-season-dates-swarming-and-staging-areas
https://www.fws.gov/media/inactive-season-dates-swarming-and-staging-areas
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PROJECT QUESTIONNAIRE
Enter the extent of the action area (in acres) from which trees will be removed - round up 
to the nearest tenth of an acre. For this question, include the entire area where tree removal 
will take place, even if some live or dead trees will be left standing.
0.25
In what extent of the area (in acres) will trees be cut, knocked down, or trimmed during the 
inactive (hibernation) season for northern long-eared bat? Note: Inactive Season dates for spring 
staging/fall swarming areas can be found here: https://www.fws.gov/media/inactive-season-dates-swarming-and- 
staging-areas

0.25
In what extent of the area (in acres) will trees be cut, knocked down, or trimmed during the 
active (non-hibernation) season for northern long-eared bat? Note: Inactive Season dates for 
spring staging/fall swarming areas can be found here: https://www.fws.gov/media/inactive-season-dates- 
swarming-and-staging-areas

0.25
Will all potential northern long-eared bat (NLEB) roost trees (trees ≥3 inches diameter at 
breast height, dbh) be cut, knocked, or brought down from any portion of the action area 
greater than or equal to 0.1 acre? If all NLEB roost trees will be removed from multiple 
areas, select ‘Yes’ if the cumulative extent of those areas meets or exceeds 0.1 acre.
Yes
Enter the extent of the action area (in acres) from which all potential NLEB roost trees will 
be removed. If all NLEB roost trees will be removed from multiple areas, entire the total 
extent of those areas. Round up to the nearest tenth of an acre.
0.25
For the area from which all potential northern long-eared bat (NLEB) roost trees will be 
removed, on how many acres (round to the nearest tenth of an acre) will trees be allowed 
to regrow? Enter ‘0’ if the entire area from which all potential NLEB roost trees are 
removed will be developed or otherwise converted to non-forest for the foreseeable future. 
0.25
Will any snags (standing dead trees) ≥3 inches dbh be left standing in the area(s) in which 
all northern long-eared bat roost trees will be cut, knocked down, or otherwise brought 
down?
No
Will all project activities by completed by April 1, 2024?
No

https://www.fws.gov/media/inactive-season-dates-swarming-and-staging-areas
https://www.fws.gov/media/inactive-season-dates-swarming-and-staging-areas
https://www.fws.gov/media/inactive-season-dates-swarming-and-staging-areas
https://www.fws.gov/media/inactive-season-dates-swarming-and-staging-areas
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IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION
Agency: Heflin city
Name: Dave Bechtel
Address: PO Box 19218
City: Birmingham
State: AL
Zip: 35219
Email dbechtel@uecllc.com
Phone: 2059513838

LEAD AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION
Lead Agency: Alabama Department of Environmental Management



February 23, 2024

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Alabama Ecological Services Field Office

1208 B Main Street
Daphne, AL 36526-4419

Phone: (251) 441-5181 Fax: (251) 441-6222
Email Address: alabama@fws.gov

In Reply Refer To: 
Project Code: 2024-0053301 
Project Name: Heflin Alabama Water Plant Improvements
 
Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project 

location or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as 
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your 
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the 
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the 
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

Project consultation requests may be submitted by mail or email (Alabama@fws.gov).  Ensure 
that the Project Code in the header of this letter is clearly referenced in any request for 
consultation or correspondence submitted to our office.

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of 
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to 
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to 
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical 
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the 
Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be 
completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be 
completed by visiting the IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and 
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested 
through the IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list.

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the 
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the 
Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to 
utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered 

mailto:alabama@fws.gov
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species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or 
designated critical habitat.

A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having 
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the 
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2) 
(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological 
evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may 
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended 
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that 
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the 
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service 
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed 
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7 
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered 
Species Consultation Handbook" at:

https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/endangered-species-consultation- 
handbook.pdf

Migratory Birds: In addition to responsibilities to protect threatened and endangered species 
under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), there are additional responsibilities under the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) to 
protect native birds from project-related impacts. Any activity, intentional or unintentional, 
resulting in take of migratory birds, including eagles, is prohibited unless otherwise permitted by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)). For more 
information regarding these Acts see https://www.fws.gov/program/migratory-bird-permit/what- 
we-do.

The MBTA has no provision for allowing take of migratory birds that may be unintentionally 
killed or injured by otherwise lawful activities. It is the responsibility of the project proponent to 
comply with these Acts by identifying potential impacts to migratory birds and eagles within 
applicable NEPA documents (when there is a federal nexus) or a Bird/Eagle Conservation Plan 
(when there is no federal nexus). Proponents should implement conservation measures to avoid 
or minimize the production of project-related stressors or minimize the exposure of birds and 
their resources to the project-related stressors. For more information on avian stressors and 
recommended conservation measures see https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/threats-birds.

In addition to MBTA and BGEPA, Executive Order 13186: Responsibilities of Federal Agencies 
to Protect Migratory Birds, obligates all Federal agencies that engage in or authorize activities 
that might affect migratory birds, to minimize those effects and encourage conservation measures 
that will improve bird populations. Executive Order 13186 provides for the protection of both 
migratory birds and migratory bird habitat. For information regarding the implementation of 
Executive Order 13186, please visit https://www.fws.gov/partner/council-conservation- 
migratory-birds.
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▪

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages 
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project 
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Ensure that the Project Code in the header of this 
letter is clearly referenced with any request for consultation or correspondence about 
your project that you submit to our office.

 
Attachment(s):

Official Species List

OFFICIAL SPECIES LIST
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the 
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether 
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed 
action".

This species list is provided by:

Alabama Ecological Services Field Office
1208 B Main Street
Daphne, AL 36526-4419
(251) 441-5181
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PROJECT SUMMARY
Project Code: 2024-0053301
Project Name: Heflin Alabama Water Plant Improvements
Project Type: Water Supply Facility - New Constr
Project Description: Upgrade of water plant components
Project Location:

The approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/@33.648128549999996,-85.60028282812615,14z

Counties: Cleburne County, Alabama

(; uJgJ Cr 

https://www.google.com/maps/@33.648128549999996,-85.60028282812615,14z
https://www.google.com/maps/@33.648128549999996,-85.60028282812615,14z
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1.

ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT SPECIES
There is a total of 9 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include 
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species 
list because a project could affect downstream species.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA 
Fisheries , as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the 
Department of Commerce.

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially 
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office 
if you have questions.

NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an 
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of 
Commerce.

MAMMALS
NAME STATUS

Indiana Bat Myotis sodalis
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location does not overlap the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5949

Endangered

Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045

Endangered

Tricolored Bat Perimyotis subflavus
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/10515

Proposed 
Endangered

BIRDS
NAME STATUS

Red-cockaded Woodpecker Picoides borealis
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/7614

Endangered

Whooping Crane Grus americana
Population: U.S.A. (AL, AR, CO, FL, GA, ID, IL, IN, IA, KY, LA, MI, MN, MS, MO, NC, 
NM, OH, SC, TN, UT, VA, WI, WV, western half of WY)
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/758

Experimental 
Population, 
Non- 
Essential

1

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5949
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/10515
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/7614
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/758
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CLAMS
NAME STATUS

Finelined Pocketbook Hamiota altilis
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location does not overlap the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1393

Threatened

Southern Pigtoe Pleurobema georgianum
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location does not overlap the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1520

Endangered

INSECTS
NAME STATUS

Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743

Candidate

FLOWERING PLANTS
NAME STATUS

White Fringeless Orchid Platanthera integrilabia
Population:
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1889

Threatened

CRITICAL HABITATS
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S 
JURISDICTION.

YOU ARE STILL REQUIRED TO DETERMINE IF YOUR PROJECT(S) MAY HAVE EFFECTS ON ALL 
ABOVE LISTED SPECIES.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1393
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1520
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1889
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IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION
Agency: Heflin city
Name: Dave Bechtel
Address: PO Box 19218
City: Birmingham
State: AL
Zip: 35219
Email dbechtel@uecllc.com
Phone: 2059513838

LEAD AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION
Lead Agency: Alabama Department of Environmental Management
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Heflin Water Plant

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Standards and Support Team,
wetlands_team@fws.gov

Wetlands
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This page was produced by the NWI mapper
National Wetlands Inventory (NWI)

This map is for general reference only. The US Fish and Wildlife 
Service is not responsible for the accuracy or currentness of the 
base data shown on this map. All wetlands related data should 
be used in accordance with the layer metadata found on the 
Wetlands Mapper web site.
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USGS Watershed Boundaries

This United States Geological Survey web map displays the National Watershed Boundary Dataset.

Watershed Boundaries
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2/9/26, 8:18 AM ArcGIS - USGS Watershed Boundaries
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