
CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION FROM ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

City of Jackson Water Works and Sewer Board 

Clarke County 

SRF Project No. CS010831-03 

May 06, 2026 

The Alabama Department of Environmental Management has made $435,175 in financial assistance available 
to the City of Jackson Water Works and Sewer Board using funds from the Clean Water State Revolving 
Fund (CWSRF) - Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (CWSRF-IIJA) loan program and American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA) grant program. In accordance with State and Federal regulations that govern the programs, the 
Alabama Department of Environmental Management has conducted a review to assess the potential impacts 
upon the environment that may result from implementation of this project. 

The City of Jackson Water Works and Sewer Board proposes a project that will include repair/
rehabilitation of all twelve existing sanitary sewer pump stations and the provision of SCADA telemetry at 
all pump stations. The proposed project will take place on existing road ROW or on property and 
easements currently owned by the City. Completion of the proposed project will help ensure regulatory 
compliance and improve wastewater services to customers.  

The Alabama Department of Environmental Management has determined that the project qualifies for a 
Categorical Exclusion (CE) from further environmental study under the guidelines specified by the State 
Environmental Review Process (SERP) which specifically include actions which are solely directed 
toward minor rehabilitation of existing facilities, functional replacement of equipment, or towards the 
construction of new ancillary facilities adjacent or appurtenant to existing facilities. However, this 
decision may be reconsidered if significant adverse information concerning the potential environmental impacts 
of the project is discovered. 
Comments relative to this project should be submitted in writing to Mrs. Amy Graham, SRF Branch, Permits 
and Services Division, Alabama Department of Environmental Management, Post Office Box 301463, 
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-1463, no later than 30 days after the date of this public notice. The Alabama 
Department of Environmental Management will not take formal action to proceed with the project without 
carefully evaluating any public comments opposing the project. 

Sincerely, 

Edward F. Poolos 

Director 

EFP/ADC/AEG 

Attachment 



City of Jackson Water Works and Sewer Board 

SRF# CS010831-03 

The Categorical Exclusion is promulgated in the State Environmental Review Process (SERP) 
in Part IV, Section B: Categorical Exclusions for Clean Water State Revolving Fund Projects: 
(Italicized sections apply.) 

1. The following clean water projects are eligible for categorical exclusions. 

a. Actions which are solely directed toward minor rehabilitation of existing facilities, 
functional replacement of equipment, or towards the construction of new ancillary 
facilities adjacent or appurtenant to existing facilities; 
 

b. Actions which do not affect the degree of treatment or capacity of the existing facility 
including, but not limited to, infiltration and inflow corrections, replacement of existing 
mechanical equipment or structures, and the construction of small structures on existing 
sites; 

 
c. Actions which are for minor upgrading and minor expansion of existing treatment works 

in sewered communities with a population less than 10,000; 
 

d. Actions where on-site technologies are proposed in unsewered communities of less than 
10,000; 

 
e. Construction of new wastewater collection systems for existing communities, only if 

ancillary or appurtenant to existing facilities; 
 

f. Projects where funding is being provided for planning and/or engineering costs only (in 
which case the requirements of IV.B.1 a-f do not apply) 

 

2.  In order to determine if a clean water project is eligible for a CE, all of the following  
          conditions must not apply: 

a. The action is known or expected to have a significant effect on the quality of the human 
environment, either individually, cumulatively over time, or in conjunction with other 
federal, State, local, tribal or private actions. 
 

b. The action is known or expected to adversely impact: 
1) Cultural resources areas such as archaeological and historical sites, 
2) Endangered or threatened species and their critical habitats, 
3) Environmentally important natural resources areas such as floodplains, wetlands, 

important farmlands, or aquifer recharging zones. 
 

c. This action is known or expected not to be cost-effective or to cause significant public 
controversy. 
 

d. The facilities to be provided will 
1) Create a new, or  
2) Significantly relocate an existing discharge to surface or ground waters. 

 
e. The facilities will result in more than 30% increases in the volume of discharge or the 

loading of pollutants from an existing source or from new facilities to receiving waters. 
 
f. The facilities would provide capacity to serve a population 30% higher than the anticipated 

design population. 
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United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Alabama Ecological Services Field Office

1208 B Main Street
Daphne, AL 36526-4419

Phone: (251) 441-5181 Fax: (251) 441-6222
Email Address: alabama@fws.gov

In Reply Refer To: 
Project code: 2025-0043999 
Project Name: 2022 Sewer Pump Station Rehabilitation 
Please provide this document to the Federal agency or their designee with your loan/grant 
application.

Subject: Technical Assistance letter for the project named '2022 Sewer Pump Station 
Rehabilitation' for specified threatened and endangered species that may occur in your 
proposed project location, pursuant to the IPaC determination key titled 'Clearance to 
Proceed with Federally-Insured Loan and Grant Project Requests'.

 
To whom it may concern:

On January 17, 2025, LizAnne Sutherland used the IPaC determination key 'Clearance to 
Proceed with Federally-Insured Loan and Grant Project Requests'; dated January 03, 2025, in the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's online IPaC tool to evaluate potential impacts to listed species 
from a project named '2022 Sewer Pump Station Rehabilitation' in Clarke County, Alabama 
(shown below):

The approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/@31.5545757,-87.87485275,14z

mailto:alabama@fws.gov
https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac
https://www.google.com/maps/@31.5545757,-87.87485275,14z
https://www.google.com/maps/@31.5545757,-87.87485275,14z
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The following description was provided for the project '2022 Sewer Pump Station 
Rehabilitation':

This proposed project will consist of rehabilitating 12 sanitary sewer pump 
stations in the Jackson sewer system and adding instrumentation and controls to 
allow the Board to better monitor the operation of the stations. The project will 
also include rehabilitation of approximately 5,500 linear feet of sanitary sewer 
main.

Based on your answers provided, the proposed project is unlikely to have any detrimental effects 
to federally-listed species or critical habitat. Therefore, per this guidance, LizAnne Sutherland 
has determined that 2022 Sewer Pump Station Rehabilitation will have No Effect on the species 
listed below.

This letter serves as documentation of your consideration of endangered species, bald eagles, and 
migratory birds. No further coordination with the Service is necessary.

Please be advised that, if later modifications are made to the project that do not meet the criteria 
described above, if additional information involving potential effects to listed species becomes 
available, or if a new species is listed, reinitiation of consultation may be necessary.

CLAMS
Inflated Heelsplitter Potamilus inflatus Threatened
Southern Clubshell Pleurobema decisum Endangered

FISHES
Gulf Sturgeon Acipenser oxyrinchus (=oxyrhynchus) desotoi Threatened

INSECTS
Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus Proposed Threatened

MAMMALS
Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis Endangered
Tricolored Bat Perimyotis subflavus Proposed Endangered

REPTILES
Alligator Snapping Turtle Macrochelys temminckii Proposed Threatened
Black Pinesnake Pituophis melanoleucus lodingi Threatened
Eastern Indigo Snake Drymarchon couperi Threatened

ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR NON-FEDERALLY LISTED SPECIES
Bald Eagle Nest Issues. If any of the above-referenced activities (rehabilitation, 
demolition, or rebuilding) are proposed to occur within 660 feet of an active or alternate 
bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) nest during the nesting season (October 1 through 
May 15), we recommend the applicant or their designated agent coordinate with the 
agency responsible for managing wildlife in their state. For additional information, please 
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visit the Service's regional web page: https://www.fws.gov/service/3-200-71-eagle-take- 
associated-not-purpose-activity-incidental-take.
Migratory Bird Issues. If any native birds are using the structures for nesting then actions 
should be taken so as not to disturb the adults, nests, eggs, or chicks as this could lead to a 
potential violation of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. If nests are present or any birds are 
using the structures regularly for roosting purposes, we recommend the applicant or their 
designated agent coordinate with the appropriate Service’s Field Office and visit the 
Service’s Migratory Bird Program website at https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/ 
avoiding-and-minimizing-incidental-take-migratory-birds for recommendations on how 
impacts can be avoided and minimized.

LizAnne Sutherland answered the determination key questions for this project as follows:

Does the project intersect Monroe County, FL?
Automatically answered
No
Does the project include federal grant funding, a federally-insured loan, or a federal loan 
transfer?
Yes, the project includes a federally-insured loan or federal grant funding.
Does the project involve a federal loan transfer, where the original lending or mortgage 
institutions for existing projects are no longer holding the loan and the property is being 
transferred via a federally-backed loan?
No
Is the entire site currently developed/hard-surfaced (i.e., the site consists entirely of 
existing roads, sidewalks, buildings, driveways, etc., and does not contain any 
undeveloped and/or vegetated areas)?
No, the site contains some undeveloped and/or vegetated areas.
Does the project site overlap designated or proposed critical habitat for any federally listed 
species?
Automatically answered
No
Will the project action include tree cutting or other means of knocking down or bringing 
down trees, tree topping, or tree trimming?
No
Will completion of this project require clearing or land disturbance of previously 
undeveloped habitat (e.g., native habitat, agricultural areas, pasture, etc.) beyond the 
original footprint of the existing project? 
 
Note: Examples of land disturbance may include, but is not limited to: grading, vegetation removal, excavation, 
etc.

No, this project will not require clearing of any undeveloped habitat.
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Is the federally-insured loan or federal grant funding being used for demolition, 
rehabilitation, renovation, and/or rebuilding of one or more existing facilities (e.g., 
residential, commercial and industrial sites, or utilities)?
Yes, the project includes Federal funding for work on existing facilities.
Does your project involve structures that are being used by any federally endangered or 
threatened species (e.g., roosting bonneted bats, denning indigo snakes, etc.) or are there 
known reports of species using the site?
No, the site and/or structure(s) are not being used by any federally listed species.

Attachments:

Project questionnaire
Determination key description: Clearance to Proceed with Federally-Insured Loan and 
Grant Project Requests
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service contact list
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PROJECT INFORMATIONAL QUESTIONNAIRE
As part of completing the determination key, LizAnne Sutherland provided the following 
information about their project:

How many square feet of facilities will be affected by this project?
40000
Which types of activities you will be conducting:
 
Rehabilitation
Please describe the activity you will be conducting:
This proposed project will consist of rehabilitating 12 sanitary sewer pump stations in the 
Jackson sewer system and adding instrumentation and controls to allow the Board to 
better monitor the operation of the stations. The project will also include rehabilitation of 
approximately 5,500 linear feet of sanitary sewer main.
Please describe the loan/grant program you are using
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) grant, Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) grant, and 
State Revolving Fund (SRF) loan administered through the Alabama Department of 
Environmental Management
Which Federal Agency is the lead agency providing the funding?

Are there bald eagles within 660 feet of the site, or migratory birds or bats using structures 
on the site?
None of the above
Which types of structures this funding will address:
Sewer Pump Stations 
Sewer pipelines
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DETERMINATION KEY DESCRIPTION: CLEARANCE TO 
PROCEED WITH FEDERALLY-INSURED LOAN AND GRANT 
PROJECT REQUESTS
This key was last updated in IPaC on January 03, 2025. Keys are subject to periodic revision.

This determination key is for all Federally-insured loans, loan transfers, or grant project requests 
that may be completed without requiring additional clearing of undisturbed habitat beyond the 
original footprint of the existing project. Projects may include demolition, rehabilitation, 
renovations, and/or rebuilding of existing structures (e.g., commercial buildings, multi-family 
housing, single-family housing), and various utility and infrastructure projects such as water and 
wastewater treatment facilities, sewer or power line repair, telecommunications upgrades , etc. 
For the purposes of this key, Federal loan transfers are those transfers where the original lending 
or mortgage institutions for existing projects are no longer holding the loans, and the properties 
are being transferred via federally-backed loans. 
---- 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is the lead Federal agency charged with the protection and 
conservation of Federal Trust Resources, such as threatened and endangered species and 
migratory birds, in accordance with section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as 
amended (Act) (87 Stat. 884; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act, 
(16 U.S.C. 668-668d) (Eagle Act), and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (40 Stat. 755; 16 U.S.C. 
701 et seq.). 
 
Recently, many Federal agencies have activated programs that have resulted in an increased 
consumer demand to initiate projects through federally-backed loans and grants, all of which 
require those same Federal agencies to comply with Section 7 of the Act. Consequently, we have 
experienced an increase in the number of requests for review of these government-backed loan 
and grant projects. These include, but are not limited to: 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development’s (HUD) Neighborhood 
Stabilization and Community Development Block Grant programs;
U.S. Department of Energy’s (DOE) Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy program;
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Housing Assistance and Rural Development 
Loan and Grant Assistance programs;
U.S. Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) regulatory airport and runway modifications;
U.S. Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) Hazard Mitigation Assistance 
program;
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Clean Water State Revolving Fund; and
U.S. Department of Commerce’s (DOC) National Telecommunications and Information 
Administration Broadband Grant programs.

 
In order to fulfill the Act’s statutory obligations in a timely and consistent manner, and to assist 
Federal agencies, State and local governments, and consultants in addressing Section 7 and 

https://www.fws.gov/service/section-7-consultations
https://www.fws.gov/law/bald-and-golden-eagle-protection-act
https://www.fws.gov/law/migratory-bird-treaty-act-1918
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National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) environmental impact review requirements, we 
provide the following guidance and clearance relative to the criteria stated below for Federally- 
insured loan and grant project requests. 
 
This guidance is based on the signed letter: 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Clearance to Proceed with Federally-Insured Loan and Grant 
Project Requests in Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, and Tennessee.

https://www.fws.gov/media/usfws-clearance-proceed-federally-insured-loan-and-grant-project-requests
https://www.fws.gov/media/usfws-clearance-proceed-federally-insured-loan-and-grant-project-requests
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IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION
Agency: Private Entity
Name: LizAnne Sutherland
Address: 4700 Highway 69 North
City: Northport
State: AL
Zip: 35473
Email lespy@thecassadyco.com
Phone: 2053300098

LEAD AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION
Lead Agency: Jackson city

You have indicated that your project falls under or receives funding through the following special 
project authorities:

BIPARTISAN INFRASTRUCTURE LAW (BIL) (OTHER)
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