
CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION FROM ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

The Utilities Board of the Town of Citronelle dba South Alabama Utilities 
Mobile and Washington County 

SRF Project No. FS010089-09 

March 18, 2026 

The Alabama Department of Environmental Management has made $12,000,000 in financial assistance available 
to South Alabama Utilities using funds from the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) loan program. 
In accordance with State and Federal regulations that govern the program, the Alabama Department of 
Environmental Management has conducted a review to assess potential impacts upon the environment that may 
result from implementation of this project. 

The project includes the replacement of ~16,500 water meters equipped with AMR transmitters (Automated 
Meter Reading transmitters) with new water meters equipped with AMI transmitters (Advanced Metering 
Infrastructure). No water treatment/distribution facility itself will be affected. However, implementation of this 
project will change how the system collects its usage data from the existing drive-by system to the automatic 
transmission of data directly to the system operations staff and billing software. Not only will this reduce the 
billing staff workers’ load, but it will also create extremely accurate billing information for the 
customer. Implementation of this project will also reduce the operator’s workload of reading meters, and 
shift focus to tasks such as investigating anomalous usage information, monitoring water usage data, 
and servicing damages/leaks.  This project also includes the construction of a new groundwater supply 
well, a new water treatment facility, and the installation of approximately 12,000 linear feet of new 12-
inch water main along Airport Boulevard. These facilities will support the Airport Boulevard corridor by 
increasing system supply, improving hydraulic performance, and strengthening SAU’s ability to meet 
peak demand. Work will include site clearing, well construction, installation of treatment equipment 
for disinfection and polyphosphate feed, construction of a pre-engineered treatment building, 
installation of electrical and SCADA controls, and water main installation by both open-cut and 
trenchless methods. All construction will take place within SAU-owned property, existing rights-of-
way, or previously disturbed utility corridors. 

The Alabama Department of Environmental Management has determined that the project qualifies for a 
Categorical Exclusion (CE) from further environmental study under the guidelines specified by the State 
Environmental Review Process (SERP) which specifically include actions which are solely directed toward minor 
rehabilitation of existing facilities, functional replacement of equipment, or towards the construction of new 
ancillary facilities adjacent or appurtenant to existing facilities. However, this decision may be reconsidered if 
significant adverse information concerning the potential environmental impacts of the project is discovered. 

Comments relative to this project should be submitted in writing to Mr. John Laney, SRF Branch, Permits and 
Services Division, Alabama Department of Environmental Management, Post Office Box 301463, Montgomery, 
Alabama 36130-1463, no later than 30 days after the date of this CE.  The Alabama Department of Environmental 
Management will not take formal action to proceed with the project without carefully evaluating any public 
comments opposing the project. 

Edward F. Poolos 
Director   

LRL/ADC/JWL/kbh 
Attachment 



South Alabama Utilities 
SRF# FS010089-09 
 
The Categorical Exclusion is promulgated in the State Environmental Review Process (SERP) in 
Part IV, Section C: Categorical Exclusions for Drinking Water State Revolving Fund Projects: 
(Italicized sections apply.) 
 
1. The following drinking water projects are eligible for categorical exclusions: 
 

a. Actions intended solely for minor rehabilitation, functional replacement, or ancillary 
facilities adjacent or appurtenant to existing facilities. 

 
b. Minor construction, including: 

(1)  New wells or replacement wells for water supply purposes if ancillary to the 
existing system; 

(2)  Improvements not intended to increase capacity of the system; 
(3)  Facilities for the disinfection of public water supplies; 
(4)  Facilities such as looping that will result solely in the provision of adequate public 

water system pressure; 
(5)  Construction of water tanks;  
(6)  Construction of new water lines in previously disturbed areas within one mile of 

the existing distribution system. 
 

c. Projects where funding is being provided for planning and/or engineering costs only (in 
which case the requirements of IV.C.1.a-d do not apply).  

 
2. In order to determine if a drinking water project is eligible for a CE, all of the following must 

not apply:  
 

a. The action is known or expected to directly or indirectly adversely impact any of the 
following: 

(1)  Cultural or historical resources; 
(2)  Endangered or Threatened Species and/or their critical habitats; 
(3)  Environmentally important natural resource areas such as floodplains, wetlands, 

prime agricultural land, or aquifer recharge zones.  
 

b. The action is not cost effective. 
c. The action will cause significant public controversy. 
d. The action will create a new or expanded surface drinking water source.   

 
This project complies with the above requirements and has been determined to be eligible for a 
Categorical Exclusion. 
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Appendix A: Overview Map of the SAU Service Area for 
AMI Metering Portion of Project 

Link to full size PDF:  
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/4h454yiakuwrmb6ud9yif/SAU-OVERVIEW-2024-

1.pdf?rlkey=bosyalex9hpxccg2nknw7zgyl&st=u1laleh6&dl=0  
  

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/4h454yiakuwrmb6ud9yif/SAU-OVERVIEW-2024-1.pdf?rlkey=bosyalex9hpxccg2nknw7zgyl&st=u1laleh6&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/4h454yiakuwrmb6ud9yif/SAU-OVERVIEW-2024-1.pdf?rlkey=bosyalex9hpxccg2nknw7zgyl&st=u1laleh6&dl=0
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Figure 1: Overview of SAU Service Area 
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Appendix B: Overview Map of Flood Zones in the SAU 
Service Area 

Link to Full Sized PDF: 
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/g487bwqvy9c3nhtk2cagj/SAU-OVERVIEW-2025-24x36-P-

W-FEMA-FIRM.pdf?rlkey=omov6fd8xg12wjt67iezrzh3l&st=s8r2wzjx&dl=0  
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/g487bwqvy9c3nhtk2cagj/SAU-OVERVIEW-2025-24x36-P-W-FEMA-FIRM.pdf?rlkey=omov6fd8xg12wjt67iezrzh3l&st=s8r2wzjx&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/g487bwqvy9c3nhtk2cagj/SAU-OVERVIEW-2025-24x36-P-W-FEMA-FIRM.pdf?rlkey=omov6fd8xg12wjt67iezrzh3l&st=s8r2wzjx&dl=0
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Appendix C: Concurrency Letters from Involved Agencies 

AMI Metering 
Figure 4: AHC Concurrency Letter/Correspondence (Pg. 33-35) 

Figure 5: Fish & Wildlife Concurrency Letter/Correspondence (Pg. 36-38) 
Figure 6: COE “No Permit” Packet/Correspondence (Pg. 39-44) 

Figure 7: SARPC Concurrency Letter/Correspondence (Pg. 45-48) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  





















DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, MOBILE DISTRICT 

P.O. BOX 2288 
MOBILE, ALABAMA 36628-0001 

 
June 24, 2025 

 

South Alabama Branch  
Regulatory Division 
 
SUBJECT:  Department of the Army Jurisdictional Determination, File Number  
SAM-2025-00441-JJW, South Alabama Utilities, Mobile County and Washington 
County, Alabama 
 
 
 
South Alabama Utilities 
Attention: Mr. Marcus L. Hobbs, Chairman 
Email Address: psullivan@southalabamautilities.net   
8100 Joy Street 
Citronelle, AL 36522 
 
Dear Mr. Hobbs, 
  
     Reference is made to a request sent on your behalf for a project to replace the AMI 
meters for South Alabama Utilities.  This project is located at various locations 
illustrated in the attachments, in Mobile County and Washington County, Alabama.   
 
     A desktop evaluation by this office revealed that a Department of the Army permit, 
pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, will not be required for the proposed 
AMI Meter replacements.  We have determined this proposed work, as described in the 
submitted letter (attached), is a non-regulated activity with regard to Department of the 
Army regulations and necessitates no further review. 
    
     The statements contained herein do not convey any property rights or any exclusive 
privileges, and do not authorize any injury to property or obviate the requirements to 
obtain other local, state, or federal authorizations required by law for the activities 
discussed above. If the scope of work of your project changes, you are urged to contact 
this office for a verification of this determination. Thank you for your cooperation with 
our permit program. 
 
     You are receiving an electronic copy only of this letter.  If you wish to receive a paper 
copy, you should send a written request to this office at the following address:  U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, Mobile District, Regulatory Division, Post Office Box 2288, Mobile, 
Alabama 36628. 
  
     
 You can contact me by e-mail at jennifer.j.wilder@usace.army.mil or at  

mailto:psullivan@southalabamautilities.
mailto:jennifer.j.wilder@usace.army.mil
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(251) 979-7826, should you have any questions. Please visit our web site at 
www.sam.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx for additional information about  
our Regulatory Program.  Also, please take a moment to complete our customer 
satisfaction survey located near the bottom of the webpage. Your responses are 
appreciated and will allow us to improve our services. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Jennifer J. Wilder, Project Manager 
South Alabama Branch 
Regulatory Division 
 

Attachment 

http://www.sam.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx













