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A CTING D IRECTOR 

June 12, 2025 

Mr. David McKeown 
Director, Environmental Compliance 
General Shale Brick, Inc. 
5100 Brickyard Road 
Columbia, SC 29203 

RE: Draft Permit 
Uchec Mine 
NPDES Penni! Number AL0058629 
Russell & Lee Counties {I 13 & 081) 

Dear Mr. McKeown: 

A• EM 
Alabama Department of Environmental Management 

adem.alabama,iov 

1400 Coliseum Blvd. 36110-2400 • Post Office Box 301463 
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-1463 

(334) 271-7700 • FAX (334) 271-7950 

KAY lvEY 
GOVERNOR 

Transmitted herein is a draft of the above referenced permit. Please review the enclosed draft permit carefu lly. If previously permitted, the draft may contain 
additions/revisions to the language in your current permit. Please submit any comments on the draft permit to the Department within 30 days from the date of receipt of 
this letter. 

Since the Department has made a tentative decision to reissue the above referenced permit, ADEM Adm in. Coder. 335-6-6-.21 requires a public notice of the draft permit 
followed by a period of at least 30 days for public comment before the permit can be issued. The United States Environmental Protection Agency will also receive the 
draft permit for review during the 30-day public comment period. 

Any mining, processing, construction, land disturbance, or other regulated activity proposed to be authorized by this draft permit is prohibited prior to the effective date 
of the formal permit. Any mining or processing activity within the drainage basin associated with each permitted outfall which is conducted prior to Departmental receipt 
of certification from a professional engineer licensed to practice in the State of Alabama. that the Pollution Abatement/Prevention Plan was implemented according to the 
design plan, or notification from the Alabama Surface Mining Commission that the sediment control structures have been certified, is prohibited. 

This permit requires Discharge Monitoring Reports (DMR) to be submitted utilizing the Department's web-based electronic reporting system. Please read Part I.D of 
the permit carefully and visit https://aepacs.adem.alabama.gov/nviro/ncore/extemal/home. 

Should you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact Skylar Wilson at (334) 274-423 1 or eva.wilson@adem.alabarna.gov. 

Sincerely, 

(M~ s, 
Mining and Natural Resource Section 
Stormwater Management Branch 
Water Division 

WDM/esw File: DPER/2010 

cc: Sk--ylar Wilson, ADEM 
Environmental Protection Agency Region IV 
Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Alabama Historical Commission 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Mobile District 
Alabama Department of Labor 

@ . . . 
... 

Blrmlncllam Office 
110 Vulcan Road 

BirmingJ\am, Al 35~702 
(205) 942-6168 

(205) 941-1603 (FAX) 

Decatur Office 
2715 Sandlin Road, S.W. 

Decatur, Al 35603-1333 
(256) 353-1713 

(256) 340-9359 (FAX) 

CoNtll Offlct 
1615 South Broad Street 
Mobile, Al 36605 
(251) 450-3400 

(251) 479-2593 (FAX) 
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NATIONAL POLLUTANT 
DISCHARGE ELIMINATION 

SYSTEM PERMIT 

PERMITTEE: 

FACILITY LOCATION: 

PERMIT NUMBER: 

General Shale Brick, Inc. (Plant 65) dba Columbus Brick 
1501 Brickyard Road 
Phenix City, AL 36869 

Uchee Mine 
Highway 80 
Phenix City, AL 36869 
Russell & Lee Counties 
Tl7N,R29E,S7,S8, S16,Sl7,S21 

AL0058629 

DSN & RECEIVING STREAM: 001 - I 
002 - I 
003 - r 
006 - 1 
007 - I 

Unnamed Tributary to Little Uchee Creek 
Unnamed Tributary to Little Uchee Creek 
Unnamed Tributary to Hospilika Creek 
Little Uchee Creek 
Unnamed Tributary to Little Uchee Creek 

In accoraance witfz anasu6ject to tfze provisions of tne 'Feaera[ 'WaterlJ'offution Contro[}l.ct, as amenaea, 33 V.S.C. §§1251-1388 (tne 
''F'WPCJl~, tfze }l.fa6ama 'WaterlJ'offution Contro[}l.ct, as amenaea, Coae of )f.fa6ama 1975, §§ 22-22-1 to 22-22-14 (tfze '.:il'WPCJl' 
tne }l.fa6ama 'Environmentaf :Management )let, as amenaea, Coae of )f.fa6ama 1975, §§22-22}1.-1 to 22-22)1-17, ana rufes ana 
reguCations acfoptecf tliereuncler, ant£ su6ject further to tfie temzs amf concfitions set fortfi in tliis permit, tfie <Pennittee is fiere6y 
autliorizetf to cf£scliarge into tlie a6ove-nametf receiving waters. 

lSSUANCE DATE: 

EFFECTIVE DA TE: 

EXPIRATION DATE: 

Draft 
Alabama Department of Environmental Management 
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PART I DISCHARGE LIMITATIONS, CONDITIONS, AND REQUIREMENTS 

A. DISCHARGE LIMITATIONS AND MONITORING REQUIREMENTS 

pH 
00400 

During the period beginning on the effective date of this Permit and lasting through the expiration date of 
this Permit, the Permittee is authorized to discharge from each point source identified on Page I of this Permit 
and described more fully in the Permittee's application, if the outfalls have been constructed and certified. 
Discharges shall be limited and monitored by the Permittee as specified below: 

Discharge Monitoring 

Parameter 
Limitations Requ irements 

Daily Mo nthly Da ily Sam ple M eas ur·em e nt 
Minimum Average Maximum Type Frequency1 

6.0 9.0 
Grab 2/Month -------

s.u. s.u. 

Solids, Total Suspended 35.0 
Grab 2/Month ------- -------

00530 mg/L 
Flow, In Conduit or Thru Treatment Plant2 Report Report 

Instantaneous 2/Month 
50050 -------

MGD MGD 

B. REQUIREMENTS TO ACTIVATE A PROPOSED MINING OUTFALL 

I. Discharge from any point source identified on Page I of this Permit which is a proposed outfall is 
not authorized by this Permit until the outfall has been constructed and certification received by the 
Department from a professional engineer, registered in the State of Alabama, ce11ifying that such 
facility has been constructed according to good engineering practices and in accordance with the 
Pollution Abatement and/or Prevention (PAP) Plan. 

2. Certification required by Part l.B. l. shal l be submitted on a completed ADEM Fo1111 432. The 
certification shall include the latitude and longitude of the constructed and certified outfall. 

3. Discharge monitoring and Discharge Monitoring Repo11 (DMR) reponing requirements described 
in Part I.C. of this Permit do not apply to point sources that have not been constructed and certified. 

4. Upon submittal of the certification required by Pa11 l.B. l. to the Depa11ment, al l monitoring and 
DMR submittal requirements shall apply to the constructed and certified outfall. 

C. DISCHARGE MONITORING AND RECORD KEEPING REQUIREMENTS 

I. Sampling Schedule and Frequency 

a. The Perm ittee shall collect at least one grab sample of the discharge to surface waters from 
each constructed and certified point source identified on Page I of this Permit and 
described more fully in the Permittee's application twice per month at a rate of at least 
every other week if a discharge occurs at any time during the two week period, but need 
not col lect more than two samples per calendar month. Each sample col lected shall be 
analyzed for each parameter specified in Pan I.A. of this Permit. 

See Pa11 l.C.2. for fu11her measurement frequency requirements. 
Flow must be determ ined at the time of sample collection by direct measurement, calcu lat ion, or other method 
acceptable to the Department. 
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b. If the final effluent is pumped in order to discharge (e.g. from incised ponds, old highwall 
cuts, old pit areas or depressions, etc.), the Permittee shall collect at least one grab sample 
of the discharge from each point source identified on Page I of this Pennit and described 
more fully in the Permittee's application each quarterly (three month) monitoring period if 
a discharge occurs at any time during the quarterly monitoring period which results from 
direct pumped drainage. Each sample collected shall be analyzed for each parameter 
specified in Part I.A. of this Permit. 

c. The Permittee may increase the frequency of sampling listed in Patis LC. I.a and LC. l.b; 
however, all sampling results must be reported to the Department and included in any 
calculated results submitted to the Department in accordance with this Penni!. 

2. Measurement Frequency 

Measurement frequency requirements found in Part I.A. shall mean: 

a. A measurement frequency of one day per week shall mean sample collection on any day 
of discharge which occurs every calendar week. 

b. A measurement frequency of two days per month shall mean sample collection on any day 
of discharge which occurs every other week, but need not exceed two sample days per 
month. 

c. A measurement frequency of one day per month shall mean sample collection on any day 
of discharge which occurs during each calendar month. 

d. A measurement frequency of one day per quaiier shall mean sample collection on any day 
of discharge which occurs during each calendar quarter. 

e. A measurement frequency of one day per six months shall mean sample collection on any 
day of discharge which occurs during the period of January through June and during the 
period of July through December. 

f. A measurement frequency of one day per year shall mean sample collection on any day of 
discharge which occurs during each calendar year. 

3. Monitoring Schedule 

The Permittee shall conduct the monitoring required by Part I.A. in accordance with the following 
schedule: 

a. MONITORING REQUIRED MORE FREQUENT!. Y THAN MONTHLY AND 
MONTHLY shall be conducted during the first full month following the effective date of 
coverage under this Permit and every month thereafter. More frequently than monthly and 
monthly monitoring may be done anytime during the month, unless restricted elsewhere in 
this Permit, but the results should be repo11ed on the last Discharge Monitoring Report 
(DMR) due for the quarter (i.e., with the March, June, September, and December DMRs). 

b. QUARTERLY MONITORING shall be conducted at least once during each calendar 
qua11er. Calendar qua!1ers are the periods of January through March, April through June, 
July through September, and October through December. The Permittee shall conduct the 
qua11erly monitoring during the first complete calendar qua11er following the effective date 
of this Permit and is then required to monitor once during each quarter thereafter. Quarterly 
monitoring may be done anytime during the quarter, unless restricted elsewhere in this 
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Pennit, but the results should be reported on the last DMR due for the quarter (i.e., with 
the March, June, September, and December DMRs). 

c. SEMIANNUAL MONITORING shall be conducted at least once during the period of 
January through June and at least once during the period of July through December. The 
Pennittee shall conduct the semiannual monitoring during the first complete semiannual 
calendar period following the effective date of this Penn it and is then required to monitor 
once during each semiannual period thereafter. Semiannual monitoring may be done 
anytime during the semiannual period, unless restricted elsewhere in this Permit, but it 
should be reported on the last DMR due for the month of the semiannual period (i.e., with 
the June and December DMRs). 

d. ANNUAL MONITORING shall be conducted at least once during the period of January 
through December. The Pennittee shall conduct the annual monitoring during the first 
complete calendar annual period following the effective date of this Penni! and is then 
required to monitor once during each annual period thereafter. Annual monitoring may be 
done anytime during the year, unless restricted elsewhere in this Permit, but it should be 
reported on the December DMR. 

4. Sam piing Location 

Unless restricted elsewhere in this Permit, samples collected to comply with the monitoring 
requirements specified in Pai1 I.A. shall be collected at the nearest accessible location just prior to 
discharge and after final treatment, or at an alternate location approved in writing by the Department. 

5. Representative Sampling 

Sample collection and measurement actions taken as required herein shall be representative of the 
volume and nature of the monitored discharge and shall be in accordance with the provisions of this 
Pennit. 

6. Test Procedures 

For the purpose of reporting and compliance, Pennittees shall use one of the following procedures: 

a. For parameters with an EPA established Minimum Level (ML), report the measured value 
if the analytical result is at or above the ML and report "O" for values below the ML. Test 
procedures for the analysis of pollutants shall confonn to 40 CFR Part 136, guidelines 
published pursuant to Section 304(h) of the FWPCA, 33 U.S.C. Section I314(h), and 
ADEM Standard Operating Procedures. If more than one method for analysis of a 
substance is approved for use, a method having a minimum level lower than the pennit 
limit shall be used. If the minimum level of all methods is higher than the pennit limit, the 
method having the lowest minimum level shall be used and a report of less than the 
minimum level shall be reported as zero and will constitute compliance, however should 
EPA approve a method with a lower minimum level during the tenn of this Pe1mit the 
Pennittee shall use the newly approved method. 

b. For pollutant parameters without an established ML, an interim ML may be utilized. The 
interim ML shall be calculated as 3.18 times the Method Detection Level (MDL) calculated 
pursuant to 40 CFR Part 136, Appendix B. 

Pennittees may develop an effluent matrix-specific ML, where an effluent matrix prevents 
attainment of the established ML. However, a matrix specific ML shall be based upon 
proper laboratory method and technique. Matrix-specific MLs must be approved by the 
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Department, and may be developed by the Pennittee during pennit issuance, reissuance, 
modification, or during compliance schedule. 

In either case the measured value should be reported if the analytical result is at or above 
the ML and "0" reported for values below the ML. 

c. For parameters without an EPA established ML, interim ML, or matrix-specific ML, a 
report of less than the detection limit shall constitute compliance if the detection limit of 
all analytical methods is higher than the pennit limit using the most sensitive EPA 
approved method. For the purpose of calculating a monthly average, "O" shall be used for 
values reported less than the detection limit. 

The Minimum Level utilized for procedures identified in Parts l.C.6.a. and b. shall be 
reported on the Pennittee's DMR. When an EPA approved test procedure for analysis ofa 
pollutant does not exist, the Director shall approve the procedure to be used. 

7. Recording of Results 

For each measurement or sample taken pursuant to the requirements of this Pennit, the Pennittee 
shall record the following infonnation: 

a. The facility name and location, point source number, date, time, and exact place of 
sampling or measurements; 

b. The name(s) of person(s) who obtained the samples or measurements; 

c. The dates and times the analyses were perfonned; 

d. The name(s) of the person(s) who performed the analyses; 

e. The analytical techniques or methods used including source of method and method 
number; and 

f. The results of all required analyses. 

8. Routine Inspection by Permittee 

a. The Permittee shall inspect all point sources identified on Page I of this Pennit and 
described more fully in the Pennittee's application and all treatment or control facilities or 
systems used by the Pennittee to achieve compliance with the tenns and conditions of this 
Permit at least as often as the applicable sampling frequency specified in Part LC.I of this 
Penn it. 

b. The Permittee shall maintain a written log for each point source identified on Page I ofthis 
Permit and described more fully in the Permittee's application in which the Pennittee shall 
record the following infonnation: 

(I) The date and time the point source and any associated treatment or control 
facilities or systems were inspected by the Pennittee; 

(2) Whether there was a discharge from the point source at the time of inspection by 
the Permittee; 

(3) Whether a sample of the discharge from the point source was collected at the time 
of inspection by the Pe1mittee; 
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(4) Whether all associated treatment or control facilities or systems appeared to be in 
good working order and operating as efficiently as possible, and if not, a 
description of the problems or deficiencies; and 

(5) The name and signature of the person performing the inspection of the point 
source and associated treatment or control facilities or systems. 

9. Records Retention and Production 

a. The Pennittee shall retain records of all monitoring infonnation, including aJI calibration 
and maintenance records and all original strip chart recordings for continuous monitoring 
instrumentation, copies of all reports required by this Penn it, and records of all data used 
to complete the above reports or the application for this Permit, for a period of at least three 
(3) years from the date of the sample collection, measurement, report, or application. This 
period may be extended by request of the Director at any time. If litigation or other 
enforcement action, under the A WPCA, AEMA, and/or the FWPCA, is ongoing which 
involves any of the above records, the records shall be kept until the litigation is resolved. 
Upon the written request of the Director, the Permittee shall provide the Director with a 
copy of any record required to be retained by this paragraph. Copies of these records 
should not be submitted unless requested. 

b. All records required to be kept for a period of three (3) years shall be kept at the pennitted 
facility or an alternate location approved by the Department in writing and shall be 
available for inspection. 

10. Monitoring Equipment and Instrumentation 

All equipment and instrumentation used to determine compliance with the requirements of this 
Permit shall be installed, maintained, and calibrated in accordance with the manufacturer's 
instructions or, in the absence of manufacturer's instructions, in accordance with accepted practices. 
The Perrnittee shall develop and maintain quality assurance procedures to ensure proper operation 
and maintenance of all equipment and instrumentation. The quality assurance procedures shall 
include the proper use, maintenance, and installation, when appropriate, of monitoring equipment 
at the plant site. 

D. DISCHARGE REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

I. Requirements for Reporting of Monitoring 

a. Monitoring results obtained during the previous three (3) months shall be summarized for 
each month on a Discharge Monitoring Report (DMR) Form approved by the Department, 
and submitted to the Department so that it is received by the Director no later than the 28"' 
day of the month following the quarterly reporting period (i.e., on the 28 th day of January, 
April, July, and October of each year). 

b. The Department utilizes a web-based electronic reporting system for submittal of DMRs. 
Except as allowed by Part I.D. I.e. or d., the Permittee shall submit all DMRs required 
by Part I.D.1.a. by utilizing the Department's current electronic reporting system. 
The Department's current rep011ing system, Alabama Environmental Permitting and 
Compliance System (AEPACS), can be found on line at 
https://aepacs.adem.alabama.gov/nviro/ncore/extemal/home. 
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c. If the electronic reporting system is down (i.e. electronic submittal ofDMR data is unable 
to be completed due to technical problems originating with the Department's system; this 
could include entry/submittal issues with an entire set ofDMRs or individual parameters), 
permittees are not relieved of their obligation to submit DMR data to the Department by 
the required submittal date. However, if the electronic reporting system is down on the 
28th day of the month or is down for an extended period of time as determined by the 
Department when a DMR is required to be submitted, the facility may submit the data in 
an alternate manner and format acceptable to the Department. Preapproved alternate 
acceptable methods include faxing, e-mailing, mailing, or hand-delivery of data such that 
they are received by the required reporting date. Within five calendar days of the electronic 
reporting system resuming operation, the Permittee shall enter the data into the reporting 
system unless an alternate timeframe is approved by the Department. An attachment 
should be included with the electronic DMR submittal verifying the original submittal date 
(date of the fax, copy of dated e-mail, or hand-delivery stamped date). 

d. The pennittee may submit a request to the Department for a temporary electronic reporting 
waiver for DMR submittals. The waiver request should include the permit number; 
pennittee name; facility/site name; facility address; name, address, and contact information 
for the responsible official or duly authorized representative; a detailed statement regarding 
the basis for requesting such a waiver; and the duration for which the waiver is requested. 
Approved electronic reporting waivers are not transfen-able. Pennittees with an approved 
electronic reporting waiver for DMRs may submit hard copy DMRs for the period that the 
approved electronic reporting waiver request is effective. The Pennittee shall submit the 
Depa11ment-approved DMR forms to the address listed in Part I.D. I .i. 

e. If the Pe1mittee, using approved analytical methods as specified in Part I.C.6., monitors 
any discharge from a point source identified on Page I of this Permit and describe more 
fully in the Permittee's application more frequently than required by this Permit; the results 
of such monitoring shall be included in the calculation and reporting of values on the DMR 
Form, and the increased frequency shall be indicated on the DMR Fonn. 

f. In the event no discharge from a point source identified on Page I of this Pe1mit and 
described more fully in the Petmittee's application occurs during a monitoring period, the 
Permittee shall report "No Discharge" for such period on the appropriate DMR Fonn. 

g. Each DMR Fotm submitted by the Pennittee to the Department in accordance with Part 
I.D. I. must be legible and bear an original signature or electronic signature. Photo and 
electronic copies of the signature are not acceptable and shall not satisfy the reporting 
requirements of this Permit. 

h. All reports and forms required to be submitted by this Permit, the A WPCA, and the 
Department's rules and regulations, shall be signed by a "responsible official" of the 
Permittee as defined in ADEM Admin. Code r. 335-6-6-.09 or a "duly authorized 
representative" of such official as defined in ADEM Adm in. Coder. 335-6-6-.09 and shall 
bear the following certification: 

"I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were 
prepared under my direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed 
to assure that qualified personnel properly gather and evaluate the information 
submitted. Based on my inquiry of the person or persons who manage the system, 
or those persons directly responsible for gathering the infonnation, the 
infonnation submitted is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true, accurate, 
and complete. I am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false 
information, including the possibility of fine and imprisonment for knowing 
violations." 
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i. All DMRs, reports, and fonns required to be submitted by this Pennit, the A WPCA and 
the Department's rules and regulations, shall be submitted through the Department's 
electronic reporting system, AEPACS, or, ifin hardcopy, shall be addressed to: 

Alabama Department of Environmental Management 
Water Division, Mining and Natural Resource Section 
Post Office Box 301463 
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-1463 

Certified and Registered Mail shall be addressed to: 

Alabama Department of Environmental Management 
Water Division, Mining and Natural Resource Section 
1400 Coliseum Boulevard 
Montgomery, Alabama 36110-2059 

j. Unless authorized in writing by the Department, approved reporting fonns required by this 
Penni! or the Department are not to be altered, and if copied or reproduced, must be 
consistent in fonnat and identical in content to the ADEM approved fonn. Unauthorized 
alteration, falsification, or use of incon-ectly reproduced fonns constitutes noncompliance 
with the requirements of this Penn it and may significantly delay processing ofany request, 
result in denial of the request, result in pe1mit tennination, revocation, suspension, 
modification, or denial of a permit renewal application, or result in other enforcement 
action. 

k. If this Pennit is a reissuance, then the Pennittee shall continue to submit DMRs in 
accordance with the requirements of their previous pennit until such time as DMRs are due 
as discussed in Part l.D. l. 

2. Noncompliance Notification 

a. The Pennittee must notify the Department if, for any reason, the Pennittee's discharge: 

(I) Potentially threatens human health or welfare; 

(2) Potentially threatens fish or aquatic life; 

(3) Causes an in-stream water quality criterion to be exceeded; 

(4) Does not comply with an applicable toxic pollutant effluent standard or 
prohibition established under Section 307(a) of the FWPCA, 33 U.S.C. § 13 l 7(a); 

(5) Contains a quantity of a hazardous substance which has been detennined may be 
harmful to the public health or welfare under Section 3 l l(b)(4) of the FWPCA, 
33 U.S.C. §132l(b)(4); or 

(6) Exceeds any discharge limitation for an effluent parameter as a result of an 
unanticipated bypass or upset. 

The Pennittee shall orally or electronically report any of the above occurrences, describing 
the circumstances and potential effects of such discharge to the Director within 24-hours 
after the Permittee becomes aware of the occurrence of such discharge. In addition to the 
oral or electronic report, the Pennittee shall submit to the Director a written report as 
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provided in Part I.D.2.c., no later than five (5) days after becoming aware of the occurrence 
of such discharge. 

b. If for any reason, the Permittee's discharge does not comply with any limitation of this 
Permit, the Permittee shall submit a written report to the Director as provided in Part 
I.D.2.c. This report must be submitted with the next Discharge Monitoring Report required 
to be submitted by Part I.D.1. of this Permit after becoming aware of the occurrence of 
such noncompliance. 

c. An electronic Noncompliance Notification Form in a Department-approved format must 
be submitted to the Director in accordance with Parts I.D.2.a. and b. The completed form 
must document the following information: 

(I) A description of the discharge and cause of noncompliance; 

(2) The period of noncompliance, including exact dates and times, or if not corrected, 
the anticipated time the noncompliance is expected to continue; and 

(3) A description of the steps taken and/or being taken to reduce or eliminate the 
noncomplying discharge and to prevent its recurrence. 

3. Reduction, Suspension, or Termination of Monitoring and/or Reporting 

a. The Director may, with respect to any point source identified on Page 1 of this Permit and 
described more fully in the Perrnittee's application, authorize the Permittee to reduce, 
suspend, or tenninate the monitoring and/or reporting required by this Permit upon the 
submission of a written request for such reduction, suspension, or termination by the 
Permittee provided: 

(1) All mining, processing, or disturbance in the drainage basin(s) associated with the 
discharge has ceased and site access is adequately restricted or controlled to 
preclude unpermitted and unauthorized mining, processing, transportation, or 
associated operations/activity; 

(2) Permanent, perennial vegetation has been re-established on all areas mined or 
disturbed for at least one year since mining has ceased in the drainage basin(s) 
associated with the surface discharge, or all areas have been permanently graded 
such that all drainage is directed back into the mined pit to preclude all surface 
discharges; 

(3) Unless waived in writing by the Department, the Pennittee has been granted, iti 
writing, a 100% Bond Release, if applicable, by the Alabama Department of 
Industrial Relations and, if applicable, by the Surface Mining Commission for all 
areas mined or disturbed in the drainage basin(s) associated with the discharge; 

(4) Unless waived in writing by the Department, the Permittee has submitted 
inspection reports prepared and certified by a Professional Engineer (PE) 
registered in the State of Alabama or a qualified professional under the PE's 
direction which certify that the facility has been fully reclaimed or that water 
quality remediation has been achieved. The first inspection must be conducted 
approximately one year prior to and the second inspection must be conducted 
within thirty days of the Permittee's request for termination of monitoring and 
reporting requirements; 
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(5) All surface effects of the mmmg activity such as fuel or chemical tanks, 
preparation plants or equipment, old tools or equipment,junk or debris, etc., must 
be removed and disposed of according to applicable state and federal regulations; 

(6) The Permittee's request for tennination of monitoring and reporting requirements 
contained in this Permit has been supported by monitoring data covering a period 
of at least six consecutive months or such longer period as is necessary to assure 
that the data reflect discharges occurring during varying seasonal climatological 
conditions; 

(7) The Permittee has stated in its request that the samples collected and reported in 
the monitoring data submitted in support of the Perrnittee's request for monitoring 
tennination or suspension are representative of the discharge and were collected 
in accordance with all Permit terms and conditions respecting sampling times 
(e.g., rainfall events) and methods and were analyzed in accordance with all 
Permit terms and conditions respecting analytical methods and procedures; 

(8) The Permittee has certified that during the entire period covered by the monitoring 
data submitted, no chemical treatment of the discharge was provided; 

(9) The Permittee's request has included the certification required by Part I.D. l .e. of 
this Permit; and 

(I 0) The Permittee has certified to the Director in writing as part of the request, its 
compliance with (1) through (9) above. 

b. It remains the responsibility of the Permittee to comply with the monitoring and reporting 
requirements of this Permit until written authorization to reduce, suspend, or terminate such 
monitoring and/or reporting is received by the Permittee from the Director. 

E. OTHER REPORTING AND NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 

I. Anticipated Noncompliance 

The Pennittee shall give the Director written advance notice of any planned changes or other 
circumstances regarding a facility which may result in noncompliance with permit requirements. 

2. Termination of Discharge 

The Perrnittee shall notify the Director, in writing, when all discharges from any point source(s) 
identified on Page 1 of this Permit and described more fully in the Pe1mittee's application have 
permanently ceased. 

3. Updating Information 

a. The Permittee shall inform the Director of any change in the Permittee's mailing address 
or telephone number or in the Permittee's designation of a facility contact or officer(s) 
having the authority and responsibility to prevent and abate violations of the A WPCA, the 
AEMA, the Depai1ment's rules and regulations, and the terms and conditions of this Pennit, 
in writing, no later than ten ( I 0) days after such change. Upon request of the Director, the 
Permittee shall furnish the Director with an update of any information provided in the 
permit application. 
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b. If the Permittee becomes aware that it failed to submit any relevant facts in a permit 
application, or submitted incorrect information in a pennit application or in any report to 
the Director, it shall promptly submit such facts or information with a written explanation 
for the mistake and/or omission. 

4. Duty to Provide Information 

a. The Pennittee shall furnish to the Director, within a reasonable time, any information 
which the Director may request to determine whether cause exists for modifying, 
suspending, terminating, or revoking and reissuing this Permit, in whole or in part, or to 
determine compliance with this Permit. The Permittee shall also furnish to the Director 
upon request, copies of records required to be maintained by this Permit. 

b. The Permittee shall furnish to the Director upon request, within a reasonable time, available 
infonnation (name, phone number, address, and site location) which identifies offsite 
sources of material or natural resources (mineral, ore, or other material such as iron, coal, 
coke, dirt, chert, shale, clay, sand, gravel, bauxite, rock, stone, etc.) used in its operation or 
stored at the facility. 

F. SCHEDULE OF COMPLIANCE 

The Pennittee shall achieve compliance with the discharge limitations specified in Part I.A. of this Permit in 
accordance with the following schedule: 

Compliance must be achieved by the effective date of this Perm it. 
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PART II OTHER REQUIREMENTS, RESPONSIBILITIES, AND DUTIES 

A. OPERATIONAL AND MANAGEMENT REQUIREMENTS 

1. Facilities Operation and Management 

The Permittee shall at all times operate and maintain all facilities and systems of treatment and 
control (and related appurtenances) which are installed or used by the Permittee to achieve 
compliance with the conditions of this Penni!. Proper operation and maintenance.includes effective 
perfonnance, adequate funding, adequate operator staffing and training, and adequate laboratory 
and process controls, including appropriate quality assurance procedures. This provision requires 
the operation of backup or auxiliary facilities only when necessary to achieve compliance with the 
conditions of this Permit. 

2. Pollution At,atement and/or Prevention Plan 

a. The Pollution Abatement and/or Prevention (PAP) Plan shall be prepared and certified by 
a registered Professional Engineer (PE), licensed to practice in the State of Alabama, and 
shall include at a minimum: 

(I) The information indicated in ADEM Admin Code r. 335-6-9-.03 and ADEM 
Admin. Code ch. 335-6-9 and its Appendices A and B; 

(2) A description of methods which will be implemented to prevent offsite vehicle 
tracking onto roadways and/or into ditches at the entrances and/or exits of the 
Pennittee's operations; 

(3) A description of setbacks from waters of the State in units of linear feet on the 
horizontal plane; a description of the methods taken to visibly delineate setbacks 
from waters of the State; and a description of any other actions taken to prevent 
encroachment upon setbacks; 

(4) A description of the methods used to delineate the boundaries of coverage under 
this Permit such that the boundaries are readily visible during the life of the 
operation; 

(5) A description of any other Best Management Practices (BMPs) which will be 
implemented to provide control of all non point source pollution that is or may be 
associated with the Pennittee's operations; 

b. The PAP Plan shall become a part of this Permit and all requirements of the PAP Plan shall 
become requirements of this Permit pursuant to ADEM Admin Coder. 335-6-9-.05(2). The 
PAP Plan shall be amended if the Department determines that the existing sediment control 
measures, erosion control measures, or other site management practices are ineffective or 
do not meet the requirements of this Permit. 

c. For existing sources, the PAP Plan shall be updated to include all requirements of this 
section within 180 days of the effective date of this permit. New sources shall submit the 
PAP plan with the NPDES Individual Pennit application prior to coverage under this 
Penni!. 

3. Best Management Practices (BMPs) 
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a. Unless otherwise authorized in writing by the Director, the Permittee shall provide a means 
of subsurface withdrawal for any discharge from each point source identified on Page l of 
this Permit and described more fully in the Permittee's application. Notwithstanding the 
above provision, a means of subsurface withdrawal need not be provided for any discharge 
caused by a 24-hour precipitation event greater than a l 0-year, 24-hour precipitation event. 

b. Dilution water shall not be added to achieve compliance with discharge limitations except 
when the Director has granted prior written authorization for dilution to meet water quality 
requirements. 

c. The Pennittee shall minimize the contact of water with overburden, including but not 
limited to stabilizing disturbed areas through grading, diverting runoff, achieving quick 
growing stands of temporary vegetation, sealing acid-forming and toxic-forming materials, 
and maximizing placement of waste materials in back-fill areas. 

d. The Permittee shall prepare, submit to the Depa1tment for approval, and implement a Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) Plan for containment of any or all process liquids or solids, 
in a manner such that these materials do not present a potential for discharge, ifso required 
by the Director. When submitted and approved, the BMP Plan shall become a part of this 
Permit and all requirements of the BMP Plan shall become requirements of this Permit. 

e. Spill Prevention, Control, and Management 

The Permittee shall prepare, implement, and maintain a Spill Prevention, Control and 
Countenneasures (SPCC) Plan acceptable to the Department that is prepared and certified 
by a Professional Engineer (PE), registered in the State of Alabama, for all onsite petroleum 
product or other pollutant storage tanks or containers as provided by ADEM Adm in. Code 
r. 335-6-6-.08U)5. The Plan shall describe and the Permittee shall implement appropriate 
structural and/or non-structural spill prevention, control, and/or management pursuant to 
ADEM Adm in. Code r. 335-6-6-.12 (r) sufficient to prevent any spills of pollutants from 
entering a ground or surface water of the State or a publicly or privately owned treatment 
works. The Plan shall include at a minimum, the engineering requirements provided in 40 
C.F.R. §§ 112.1. Any containment system used to implement this requirement shall be 
constructed of materials compatible with the substance(s) contained and shall prevent the 
contamination of groundwater. Such containment systems shall be capable of retaining a 
volume equal to 110 percent of the capacity of the largest tank for which containment is 
provided. The Plan shall list any materials which the Permittee may util ize to contain and 
to absorb fuel and chemical spills and leaks. The Pennittee shall maintain sufficient 
amounts of such materials onsite or have sufficient amounts of such materials readily 
available to contain and/or absorb fue l and chemical spills and leaks. Soil contaminated by 
chemical spills, oil spills, etc., must be immediately cleaned up or be removed and disposed 
of in a manner consistent with all State and federa l regulations. 

f. All surface drainage and storm water runoff which originate within or enters the Permittee's 
premises and which contains any pollutants or other wastes shall be discharged, if at all, 
from a point source identified on Page I of this Permit and described more fully in the 
Permittee's application. 

g. The Perm ittee shall take all reasonable precautions to prevent any surface drainage or storm 
water runoff which originates outside the Permittee's premises and which contains any 
pollutants or other wastes from entering the Permittee's premises. At no time shall the 
Permittee discharge any such surface drainage or storm water runoff which enters the 
Permittee's premises if, either alone or in combination with the Pe,mittee's effluent, the 
discharge would exceed any applicable discharge limitation specified in Pa11 I.A. of this 
Permit. 
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a. The Permittee shall notify the Director in writing not later than sixty (60) days prior to 
instituting the use of any biocide corrosion inhibitor or chemical additive in any cooling or 
boiler system(s) regulated by this Permit. Notification is not required for additives that 
should not reasonably be expected to cause the cooling water or boiler water to exhibit 
toxicity as detennined by analysis of manufacturer's data or testing by the Permittee. Such 
notification shall include: 

(a) Name and general composition ofbiocide or chemical; 

(b) 96-hour median tolerance limit data for organisms representative of the biota of the 
water(s) which the discharge(s) enter(s); 

( c) Quantities to be used; 

( d) Frequencies ofuse; 

(e) Proposed discharge concentrations; and 

(f) EPA registration number, if applicable. 

b. The use of any biocide or chemical additive containing tributyl tin, tributyl tin oxide, zinc, 
chromium, or related compounds in any cooling or boiler system(s) regulated by the Permit 
is prohibited except as exempted below. The use of a biocide or additive containing zinc, 
chromium or related compounds may be used in special circumstances if (I) the pennit 
contains limits for these substances, or (2) the applicant demonstrates during the 
application process that the use of zinc, chromium or related compounds as a biocide or 
additive will not pose a reasonable potential to violate the applicable State water quality 
standards for these substances. The use of any additive, not identified in this Permit or in 
the application for this Permit or not exempted from notification under this Pennit is 
prohibited, prior to a detennination by the Depai1ment that pennit modification to control 
discharge of the additive is not required or prior to issuance of a permit modification 
controlling discharge of the additive. 

5. Facility Identification 

The Permittee shall clearly display prior to commencement of any regulated activity and until permit 
coverage is properly terminated, the name of the Permittee, entire NPDES permit number, facility 
or site name, and other descriptive information deemed appropriate by the Permittee at an easily 
accessible location(s) to adequately identify the site, unless approved otherwise in writing by the 
Department. The Pennittee shall repair or replace the sign(s) as necessary upon becoming aware 
that the identification is missing or is unreadable due to age, vandalism, theft, weather, or other 
reason. 

6. Removed Substances 

Solids, sludges, filter backwash, or any other pollutants or other wastes removed in the course of 
treatment or control ofwastewaters shall be disposed of in a mannerthat complies with all applicable 
Department rules and regulations. 

7. Loss or Failure of Treatment Facilities 
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Upon the loss or failure of any treatment facility, including but not limited to the loss or failure of 
the primary source of power of the treatment facility, the Pe1mittee shall, where necessary to 
maintain compliance with the discharge limitations specified in Part I.A. of this Permit or any other 
terms or conditions of this Pennit, cease, reduce, or otherwise control production and/or discharges 
until treahnent is restored. 

8. Duty to Mitigate 

The Permittee shall promptly take all reasonable steps to minimize or prevent any violation of this 
Permit orto mitigate and minimize any adverse impact to waters resulting from noncompliance with 
any discharge limitation specified in Part I.A. of this Permit, including such accelerated or additional 
monitoring of the discharge and/or the receiving waterbody as is necessary to dete1mine the nature 
and impact of the noncomplying discharge. 

B. BYPASS AND UPSET 

1. Bypass 

a. Any bypass is prohibited except as provided in Pa11s 11.B. 1.b. and c. 

b. A bypass is not prohibited if: 

(I) It does not cause any applicable discharge lhnitation specified in Part I.A. of this 
Permit to be exceeded; 

(2) The discharge resulting from such bypass enters the same receiving water as the 
discharge from the permitted outfall; 

(3) It is necessary for essential maintenance of a treatment or control facility or 
system to assure efficient operation of such facility or system; and 

(4) The Permittee monitors the discharge resulting from such bypass at a frequency, 
at least daily, sufficient to prove compliance with the discharge limitations 
specified in Part I.A. of this Penn it. 

c. A bypass is not prohibited and need not meet the discharge limitations specified in Part 
I.A. of this Permit if: 

(I) It is unavoidable to prevent loss of life, personal injury, or severe property 
damage; 

(2) There are no feasible alternatives to the bypass, such as the use of auxiliary 
treatment facilities, retention of untreated wastes, or maintenance during normal 
periods of equipment downtime. This condition is not satisfied if the Permittee 
could have installed adequate backup equipment to prevent a bypass which 
occurred during normal periods of equipment downtime or preventive 
maintenance; and 

(3) The Permittee submits a written request for authorization to bypass to the Director 
at least ten (I 0) days, if possible, prior to the anticipated bypass or within 24 hours 
of an unanticipated bypass, the Permittee is granted such authorization, and 
Permittee complies with any conditions imposed by the Director to minimize any 
adverse impact to waters resulting from the bypass. 
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d. The Permittee has the burden of establishing that each of the conditions of Parts !LB. l.b. 
or c. have been met to qualify for an exception to the general prohibition against bypassing 
contained in Part !J.B. l.a. and an exemption, where applicable, from the discharge 
limitations specified in Part I.A. of this Penni!. 

2. Upset 

a. The Permittee may seek to demonstrate that noncompliance with technology-based effluent 
limits occurred as a result of an upset if the conditions of Part 11.B.2.b are met and if the 
Pennittee complies with the conditions provided in Part 11.B.2.c. 

b. If the Permittee wishes to establish the affinnative defense of an upset for technology­
based effluent limit noncompliance, the Permittee must demonstrate through properly 
signed, contemporaneous operating logs, or other relevant evidence that: 

(I) An upset occurred and that the Perrnittee can identify the specific cause(s) of the 
upset; 

(2) The wastewater treatment facility was at the time being properly operated in 
accordance with Part II.B.d. 

(3) The Perrnittee submitted notice of the noncompliance during the upset as required 
by Part 11.B.2.c; and 

(4) The Perrnittee complied with any remedial measures required under Part 11.A.7. 
of this Permit. 

c. If the Perrnittee wishes to establish the affinnative defense of an upset for technology­
based effluent limit noncompliance, the Permittee shall: 

(I) No later than 24-hours after becoming aware of the occurrence ofthe upset, orally 
report the occurrence and circumstances of the upset to the Director in accordance 
with Part I.G.2.; and 

(2) No later than five (5) days after becoming aware of the occurrence of the upset, 
furnish the Director with evidence, including properly signed, contemporaneous 
operating logs, design drawings, construction certification, maintenance records, 
weir flow measurements, dated photographs, rain gauge measurements, or other 
relevant evidence, demonstrating that: 

(i) An upset occurred; 

(ii) The Perrnittee can identify the specific cause(s) of the upset; 

(iii) The Pennittee's treatment facility was being properly operated at the time of 
the upset; and 

(iv) The Perrnittee promptly took all reasonable steps to minimize any adverse 
impact to waters resulting from the upset. 

d. A discharge which is an overflow from a treatment facility or system, or an excess 
discharge from a point source associated with a treatment facility or system and which 
results from a 24-hour precipitation event larger than a I 0-year, 24-hour precipitation event 
is not eligible to be considered as a result of an upset unless: 
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(1) The treatment facility or system is designed, constructed, and maintained to 
contain the maximum volume of wastewater which would be generated by the 
facility during a 24-hour period without an increase in volume from precipitation 
and the maximum volume of wastewater resulting from a 10-year, 24-hour 
precipitation event or to treat the maximum flow associated with these volumes. 
In computing the maximum volume of wastewater which would result from a 10-
year, 24-hour precipitation event, the volume which would result from all areas 
contributing runoff to the individual treatment facility must be included (i.e., all 
runoff that is not diverted from the mining area and runoff which is not diverted 
from the preparation plant area); and 

(2) The Permittee takes all reasonable steps to maintain treatment of the wastewater 
and minimize the amount of overflow or excess discharge. 

e. The Permittee has the burden of proof in defense of any enforcement action as a result of 
noncompliance of technology-based effluent limits the Permittee proposes to attribute to 
an upset. 

C. PERMIT CONDITIONS AND RESTRICTIONS 

1. Prohibition against Discharge from Facilities Not Certified 

a. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Pennit, if the permitted facility has not 
obtained or is not required to obtain a pennit from the Alabama Surface Mining 
Commission, any discharge(s) from any point or nonpoint source(s) from the pennitted 
facility which was not certified to the Department on a fonn approved by the Depm1ment 
by a professional engineer, registered in the State of Alabama, as being designed, 
constructed, and in accordance with plans and specifications reviewed by the Department 
is prohibited; or 

b. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Permit, if the pennitted facility has obtained 
or is required to obtain a permit from the Alabama Surface Mining Commission, any 
discharge(s) from any point or nonpoint source(s) from the permitted facility which is 
associated with a treattnent facility which was not constructed and certified to the Alabama 
Surface Mining Commission pursuant to applicable provisions of said Commission's 
regulations, is prohibited until the Permittee submits to the Alabama Surface Mining 
Commission, certification by a professional engineer, registered in the State of Alabama, 
certifying that such facility has been constructed in accordance with plans and 
specifications approved by the Alabama Surface Mining Commission. This requirement 
shall not apply to pumped discharges from the underground works of underground coal 
mines where no surface structure is required by the Alabama Surface Mining Commission, 
provided the Department is notified in writing of the completion or installation of such 
facilities, and the pumped discharges will meet permit effluent limits without treatment. 

2. Permit Modification, Suspension, Termination, and Revocation 

a. This Permit may be modified, suspended, tenninated, or revoked and reissued, in whole or 
in part, during its term for cause, including but not limited to, the following: 

(1) The violation of any term or condition of this Permit; 
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(2) The obtaining of this Permit by misrepresentation or the failure to disclose fully 
all relevant facts; 

(3) The submission of materially false or inaccurate statements or infonnation in the 
pennit application or reports required by the Penn it; 

(4) The need for a change in any condition that requires either a temporary or 
pennanent reduction or elimination of the permitted discharge; 

(5) The existence of any typographical or clerical errors or of any errors in the 
calculation of discharge limitations; 

(6) The existence of material and substantial alterations or additions to the facility or 
activity generating wastewater which occurred after pennit issuance which justify 
the application of permit conditions that are different or absent in the existing 
pennit; 

(7) The threat of the Permittee's discharge on human health or welfare; or 

(8) Any other cause allowed by ADEM Admin. Code ch. 335-6-6. 

b. The filing of a request by the Pennittee for modification, suspension, tennination, or 
revocation and reissuance of this Penn it, in whole or in pait, does not stay any Permit tenn 
or condition of this Pe1mit. 

3. Automatic Expiration of Permits for New or Increased Discharges 

a. Except as provided by ADEM Admin. Code r. 335-6-6-.02(h) and 335-6-6-.05, if this 
Penni! was issued for a new discharger or new source, it shall expire eighteen months after 
the issuance date if construction has not begun during that eighteen month period. 

b. Except as provided by ADEM Admin. Code r. 335-6'.6-.02(h) and 335-6-6-.05, if any 
portion of this Petmit was issued or modified to authorize the discharge of increased 
quantities of pollutants to accommodate the modification of an existing facility, that portion 
of this Penni! shall expire eighteen months after this Pennit's issuance if construction of 
the modification has not begun within eighteen month period. 

c. Construction has begun when the owner or operator has: 

(I) Begun, or caused to begin as part of a continuous on-site construction program: 

(i) Any placement, assembly, or installation of facilities or equipment; or 

(ii) Significant site preparation work including clearing, excavation, or 
removal of existing buildings, structures, or facilities which is necessary 
for the placement, assembly, or installation of new source facilities or 
equipment; or 

(2) Entered into a binding contractual obligation for the purpose of placement, 
assembly, or installation of facilities or equipment which are intended to be used 
in its operation within a reasonable time. Options to purchase or contracts which 
can be tenninated or modified without substantial loss, and contracts for 
feasibility, engineering, and design studies do not constitute a contractual 
obligation under the paragraph. The entering into a lease with the State of 
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Alabama for exploration and production of hydrocarbons shall also be considered 
beginning construction. 

d. The automatic expiration of this Penni! fornew or increased discharges if construction has 
not begun within the eighteen month period after the issuance of this Penn it may be tolled 
by administrative or judicial stay. 

4. Transfer of Permit 

This Penn it may not be transferred or the name of the Pennittee changed without notice to the 
Director and subsequent modification or revocation and reissuance of this Pem1it to identify the new 
Pennittee and to incorporate any other changes as may be required under the FWPCA or A WPCA. 
In the case of a change in name, ownership, or control of the Pennittee's premises only, a request 
for pennit modification in a format acceptable to the Director is required at least 30 days prior to 
the change. In the case of a change in name, ownership, or control of the Pennittee's premises 
accompanied by a change or proposed change in effluent characteristics, a complete pennit 
application is required to be submitted to the Director at least 180 days prior to the change. 
Whenever the Director is notified of a change in name, ownership, or control, he may decide not to 
modify the existing Penni! and require the submission of a new pennit application. 

5. Groundwater 

Unless authorized on page 1 of this Permit, this Penni! does not authorize any discharge to 
groundwater. Should a threat of groundwater contamination occur, the Director may require 
groundwater monitoring to properly assess the degree of the problem, and the Director may require 
that the Pennittee undertake measures to abate any such discharge and/or contamination. 

6. Property and Other Rights 

This Pennit does not convey any property rights in either real or personal property, or any exclusive 
privileges, nor does it authorize any injury to persons or property or invasion of other private rights, 
trespass, or any infringement of Federal, State, or local laws or regulations, nor does it authorize or 
approve the construction of any physical structures or facilities or the undertaking of any work in 
any waters of the State or of the United States. 

D. RESPONSIBILITIES 

I. Duty to Com ply 

a. The Permittee must comply with all tenns and conditions of this Permit Any pennit 
noncompliance constitutes a violation of the A WPCA, AEMA, and the FWPCA and is 
grounds for enforcement action, for permit termination, revocation and reissuance, 
suspension, modification, or denial of a pennit renewal application. 

b. The Permittee shall comply with effluent standards or prohibitions established under 
Section 307(a) of the FWPCA for toxic pollutants within the time provided in the 
regulations that establish these standards or prohibitions, even if this Pennit has not yet 
been modified to incorporate the effluent standard, prohibition or requirement. 

c. For any violation(s) of this Penn it, the Pennittee is subject to a civil penalty as authorized 
by the A WPCA, the AEMA, the FWPCA, and Code of Alabama 1975, §§22-22A-l "1, 
~-, as amended, and/or a criminal penalty as authorized by Code of Alabama 1975, §22-
22-1 "1- ~-, as amended. 
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ct: The necessity to halt or reduce production or other activities in order to maintain 
compliance with the conditions of this Permit shall not be a defense for a Pennittee in an 
enforcement action. 

e. Nothing in this Permit shall be construed to preclude or negate the Permittee's 
responsibility or liability to apply for, obtain, or comply with other ADEM, federal, state, 
or local government permits, certifications, licenses, or other approvals. 

f. The discharge of a pollutant from a source not specifically identified in the permit 
application for this Permit and not specifically included in the description of an outfall in 
this Permit is not authorized and shall constitute noncompliance with this Permit. 

g. The Permittee shall take all reasonable steps, including cessation of production or other 
activities, to minimize or prevent any violation of this Permit or to minimize or prevent any 
adverse impact of any permit violation. 

2. Change in Discharge 

a. The Pennittee shall apply for a permit modification at least 180 days in advance of any 
facility expansion, production increase, process change, or other action that could result in 
the discharge of additional pollutants, increase the quantity of a discharged pollutant, or 
that could result in an additional discharge point. This requirement also applies to 
pollutants that are not subject to discharge limitations in this Permit. No new or increased 
discharge may begin until the Director has authorized it by issuance of a pennit 
modification or a reissued permit. 

b. The Permittee shall notify the Director as soon as it knows or has reason to believe that it 
has begun or expects to begin to discharge any pollutant listed as a toxic pollutant pursuant 
to Section 307(a) of the FWPCA, 33 U.S.C. §1317(a), any substance designated as a 
hazardous substance pursuant to Section 3 I l(b)(2) of the FWPCA, 33 U.S.C. § 1321 (b)(2), 
any waste listed as a hazardous waste pursuant to Code of Alabama 1975, §22-30-10, or 
any other pollutants or other wastes which is not subject to any discharge limitations 
specified in Part I.A. of this Permit and was not reported in the Permittee's application, was 
reported in the Pennittee's application in concentrations or mass rates lower than that which 
the Permittee expects to begin to be discharged, or has reason to believe has begun to be 
discharged. 

3. Compliance with Toxic or Other Pollutant Effluent Standard or Prohibition 

If any applicable effluent standard or prohibition (including any schedule of compliance specified 
in such effluent standard or prohibition) is established under Sections 301(b)(2)(C),(D),(E) and (F) 
of the FWPCA, 33 U.S.C. §131 l(b)(2)(C),(D),(E), and (F); 304(b)(2) of the FWPCA, 33 U.S.C. 
§1314(b)(2); or 307(a) of the FWPCA, 33 U.S.C. § 1317(a), for a toxic or other pollutant discharged 
by the Permittee, and such standard or prohibition is more stringent than any discharge limitation 
on the pollutant specified in Part I.A. of this Permit or controls a pollutant not limited in Part I.A. of 
this Permit, this Permit shall be modified to conform to the toxic or other pollutant effluent standard 
or prohibition and the Permittee shall be notified of such modification. If this Permit has not been 
modified to conform to the toxic or other pollutant effluent standard or prohibition before the 
effective date of such standard or prohibition, the authorization to discharge in this Permit shall be 
void to the extent that any discharge limitation on such pollutant in Part I.A. of this Penni! exceeds 
or is inconsistent with the established toxic or other pollutant effluent standard or prohibition. 

4. Compliance with Water Quality Standards and Other Provisions 
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a. On the basis of the Pennittee's application, plans, or other available infonnation, the 
Department has determined that compliance with the te1ms and conditions of this Penn it 
will assure compliance with applicable water quality standards. However; this Pe1mit does 
not relieve the Pennittee from compliance with applicable State water quality standards 
established in ADEM Admin. Code ch. 335-6-10, and does not preclude the Department 
from taking action as appropriate to address the potential for contravention of applicable 
State water quality standards which could result from discharges of pollutants from the 
pennitted facility. 

b. Compliance with Pe1mit tenns and conditions notwithstanding, if the Pe1mittee's 
discharge(s) from point source(s) identified on Page I of this Permit cause(s) or 
contribute(s) to a condition in contravention of State water quality standards, the 
Department may require abatement action to be taken by the Pe1mittee, modify the Pennit 
pursuant to the Department's rules and regulations, or both. 

c. If the Department determines, on the basis ofa notice provided pursuant to Part II.C.2. of 
this Penni! or any investigation, inspection, or sampling, that a modification of this Penn it 
is necessary to assure maintenance of water quality standards or compliance with other 
provisions of the A WPCA or FWPCA, the Department may require such modification and, 
in cases of emergency, the Director may prohibit the noticed act until the Penn it has been 
modified. 

5. Compliance with Statutes and Rules 

a. This Penni! has been issued under ADEM Admin. Code div. 335-6. All provisions of this 
division, that are applicable to this Pennit, are hereby made a pa11 of this Penni!. A copy 
of this division may be obtained for a small charge from the Office of General Counsel, 
Alabama Depa11ment of Environmental Management, 1400 Coliseum Blvd., Montgomery, 
AL 36110-2059. 

b. This Penn it does not authorize the noncompliance with or violation of any Laws of the 
State of Alabama or the United States of America or any regulations or rules implementing 
such laws. FWPCA, 33 U.S.C. Section 1319, and Code of Alabama 1975, Section 22-22-
14. 

6. Right of Entry and Inspection 

The Pennittee shall allow the Director, or an authorized representative, upon the presentation of 
credentials and other documents as may be required by law to: 

a. Enter upon the Pennittee's premises where a regulated facility or activity is located or 
conducted, or where records must be kept under the conditions of the Pennit; 

b. Have access to and copy, at reasonable times, any records that must be kept under the 
conditions of this Pennit; 

c. Inspect at reasonable times any facilities, equipment (including monitoring and control 
equipment), practices, or operations regulated or required under this Penni!; and 

d. Sample or monitor at reasonable times, for the purposes of assuring Permit compliance or 
as otherwise authorized by the A WPCA, any substances or parameters at any location. 

7. Duty to Reapply or Notify of Intent to Cease Discharge 
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a. If the Pennittee intends to continue to discharge beyond the expiration date of this Penni!, 
the Pennittee shall file with the Department a complete pennit application for reissuance 
of this Permit at least 180 days prior to its expiration. Applications must be submitted 
electronically via the Department's current electronic permitting system. The 
Department's current online permitting system, Alabama Environmental Permitting 
and Compliance System (AEPACS), can be found online at 
https://aepacs.adem.alabama.gov/nviro/ncore/external/home. 

b. If the Pennittee does not desire to continue the discharge(s) allowed by this Permit, the 
Pennittee shall notify the Department at least 180 days prior to expiration of this Penni! of 
the Pennittee's intention not to request reissuance of this Permit. This notification must 
include the infonnation required in Part I.D.4.a. and be signed by an individu.al meeting 
the signatory requirements for a pennit application as set forth in ADEM Admin. Coder. 
335-6-6-.09. 

c. Failure of the Pennittee to submit to the Department a complete application for reissuance 
of this Penni! at least 180 days prior to the expiration date of this Penn it will void the 
automatic continuation of this Penn it provided by ADEM Admin. Coder. 335-6-6-.06; and 
should this Permit not be reissued for any reason, any discharge after the expiration of this 
Penn it will be an unpennitted discharge. 
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PART III ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS, CONDITIONS, AND LIMITATIONS 

A. CIVIL AND CRIMINAL LIABILITY 

I. Tampering 

Any person who falsifies, tampers with, or knowingly renders inaccurate any monitoring device or 
method required to be maintained or performed under this Penn it shall, upon conviction, be subject 
to penalties and/or imprisonment as provided by the A WPCA and/or the AEMA. 

2. False Statements 

Any person who knowingly makes any false statement, representation, or certification in any record 
or other document submitted or required to be maintained under this Pennit, including monitoring 
reports or reports of compliance or noncompliance shall, upon conviction, be punished as provided 
by applicable State and Federal law. 

3. Permit Enforcement 

This NPDES Penni! is a Permit for the purpose of the AWPCA, the AEMA, and the FWPCA, and 
as such all terms, conditions, or limitations of this Permit are enforceable under State and Federal 
law. 

4. Relief From Liability 

Except as provided in Part II.B. l. (Bypass) and Part II.B.2. (Upset), nothing in this Permit shall be 
construed to relieve the Permittee of civil or criminal liability under the A WPCA, AEMA, or 
FWPCA for noncompliance with any tem1 or condition of this Permit. 

B. OIL AND HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCE LIABILITY 

Nothing in this Pennit shall be construed to preclude the institution of any legal action or relieve the Permittee 
from any responsibilities, liabilities, or penalties to which the Permittee is or may be subject to under Section 
311 of the FWPCA, 33 U.S.C. §1321. 

C. AVAILABILITY OF REPORTS 

Except for data determined to be confidential under Code of Alabama 1975, §22-22-9(c), all reports prepared 
in accordance with the tenns of this Permit shall be available for public inspection at the offices of the 
Department. Effluent data shall not be considered confidential. Knowingly making any false statement in 
any such report may result in the imposition of criminal penalties as provided for in Section 309 of the 
FWPCA, 33 U.S.C. §1319, and Code of Alabama 1975, §22-22-14. 

D. DEFINITIONS 

1. Alabama Environmental Management Act (AEMA) - means Code of Alabama 1975, §§22-22A-l 
~-~-,as amended. 

2. Alabama Water Pollution Control Act (A WPCA) - means Code of Alabama 1975, §§22-22-1 ~­
~-, as amended. 

3. Average monthly discharge limitation - means the highest allowable average of "daily discharges" 
over a calendar month, calculated as the sum of all "daily discharges" measured during a calendar 
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month divided by the number of "daily discharges" measured during that month (zero discharge 
days shall not lje included in the number of "daily discharges" measured and a less than detectable 
test result shall be treated as a concentration of zero if the most sensitive EPA approved method was 
used). 

4. Arithmetic Mean - means the summation of the individual values of any set of values divided by the 
number of individual values. 

5. BOD - means the five-day measure of the pollutant parameter biochemical oxygen demand 

6. Bypass - means the intentional diversion of waste streams from any portion ofa treatment facility. 

7. CBOD - means the five-day measure of the pollutant parameter carbonaceous biochemical oxygen 
demand. 

8. Controlled Surface Mine Drainage - means any surface mine drainage that is pumped or siphoned 
from the active mining area. 

9. Daily discharge - means the discharge of a pollutant measured during any consecutive 24-hour 
period in accordance with the sample type and analytical methodology specified by the discharge 
pennit. ' 

10. Daily maximum - means the highest value of any individual sample result obtained during a day. 

11. Daily minimum - means the lowest value of any individual sample result obtained during a day. 

12. Day - means any consecutive 24-hour period. 

13. Department- means the Alabama Department of Environmental Management. 

14. Director- means the Director of the Department or his authorized representative or designee. 

15. Discharge - means "[t]he addition, introduction, leaking, spilling or emitting of any sewage, 
industrial waste, pollutant or other waste into waters of the state." Code of Alabama 1975, §22-22-
1 (b )(8). 

16. · Discharge monitoring report (DMR) - means the form approved by the Director to accomplish 
monitoring report requirements ofan NPDES Permit. 

17. DO - means dissolved oxygen. 

18. E. coli - means the pollutant parameter Escherichia coli. 

19. 8HC - means 8-hour composite sample, including any of the following: 

a. The mixing of at least 5 equal volume samples collected at constant time intervals of not 
more than 2 hours over a period of not less than 8 hours between the hours of 6:00 a.m. 
and 6:00 p.m. If the sampling period exceeds 8 hours, sampling may be conducted beyond 
the 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. period. 

b. A sample continuously collected at a constant rate over period of not less than 8 hours 
between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. If the sampling period exceeds 8 hours, 
sampling may be conducted beyond the 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. period. 

20. EPA - means the United States Environmental Protection Agency. 
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21. Federal Water Pollution Control Act (FWPCA) - means 33 U.S.C. §§ 1251 ~-~-,as amended. 

22. Flow - means the total volume of discharge in a 24-hour period. 

23. Geometric Mean - means the Nth root of the product of the individual values of any set of values 
where N is equal to the number of individual values. The geometric mean is equivalent to the antilog 
of the arithmetic mean of the logarithms of the individual values. For purposes of calculating the 
geometric mean, values of zero (0) shall be considered one (I). 

24. Grab Sample - means a single influent or effluent portion which is not a composite sample. The 
sample(s) shall be collected at the period(s) most representative of the discharge. 

25. Indirect Discharger- means a nondomestic discharger who discharges pollutants to a publicly owned 
treatment works or a privately owned treatment facility operated by another person. 

26. Industrial User - means those industries identified in the Standard Industrial Classification manual, 
Bureau of the Budget 1967, as amended and supplemented, under the category "Division D -
Manufacturing" and such other classes of significant waste producers as, by regulation, the Director 
deems appropriate. 

27. mg/L - means milligrams per liter of discharge. 

28. MGD - means million gallons per day. 

29. Monthly Average - means, other than for E.coli bacteria, the arithmetic mean of all the composite 
or grab samples taken for the daily discharges collected in one month period. The monthly average 
for E. coli bacteria is the geometric mean of daily discharge samples collected in a one month period. 
The monthly average for flow is the arithmetic mean of all flow measurements taken in a one month 
period. (Zero discharges shall not be included in the calculation of monthly averages.) 

30. New Discharger - means a person owning or operating any building, structure, facility or 
installation: 

a. From which there is or may be a discharge of pollutants; 

b. From which the discharge of pollutants did not commence prior to August 13, 1979, and 
which is not a new source; and 

c. Which has never received a final effective NPDES Permit for dischargers at that site. 

31. New Source - means: 

a. A new source as defined for coal mines by 40 CFR Part 434.11 (1994 ); and 

b. Any building, structure, facility, or installation from which there is or may be a discharge 
of pollutants, the construction of which commenced: 

(I) After promulgation of standards of performance under Section 306 of FWPCA 
which are applicable to such source; or 

(2) After proposal of standards of perfonnance in accordance with Section 306 of the 
FWPCA which are applicable to such source, but only if the standards are 
promulgated in accordance with Section 206 within 120 days of their proposal. 

32. NH3-N - means the pollutant parameter ammonia, measured as nitrogen. 
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33. I-year, 24-hour precipitation event - means the maximum 24-hour precipitation event with a 
probable recun-ence interval of once in one year as defined by the National Weather Service and 
Technical Paper No. 40, "Rainfall Frequency Atlas of the U.S.," May 1961, or equivalent regional 
or rainfall probability infonnation developed therefrom. 

34. Permit application - means forms and additional information that are required by ADEM Admin. 
Coder. 335-6-6-.08 and applicable permit fees. 

35. Point Source - means "any discernible, confined and discrete conveyance, including but not limited 
to any pipe, channel, ditch, tunnel, conduit, well, discrete fissure, container, rolling stock, 
concentrated animal feeding operation, or vessel or other floating craft from which pollutants are or 
may be discharged." Section 502(14) of the FWPCA, 33 U.S.C. §1362(14). 

36. Pollutant - includes for purposes of this Permit, but is not limited to, those pollutants specified in 
Code of Alabama 1975, §22-22-l(b)(3) and those effluent characteristics, excluding flow, specified 
in Part I.A. of this Penn it. 

37. Pollutant of Concern - means those pollutants for which a water body is listed as impaired or which 
contribute to the listed impainnent. 

38. Pollution Abatement and/or Prevention Plan (PAP Plan) - mining operations plan developed to 
minimize impacts on water quality to avoid a contravention of the applicable water quality standards 
as defined in ADEM Adm in. Coder. 335-6-9-.03 

39. Preparation, Dry - means a d1y preparation facility within which the mineral/material is cleaned, 
separated, or otherwise processed without use of water or chemical additives before it is shipped to 
the customer or otherwise utilized. A dry preparation plant includes all ancillary operations and 
structures necessary to clean, separate, or otherwise process the mineral/material, such as storage 
areas and loading facilities. Dry preparation also includes minor water spray(s) used solely for dust 
suppression on equipment and roads to minimize dust emissions. 

40. Preparation, Wet - means a wet preparation facility within which the mineral/material is cleaned, 
separated, or otherwise processed using water or chemical additives before it is shipped to the 
customer or otherwise utilized. A wet preparation plant includes all ancillary operations and 
structures necessary to clean, separate, or otherwise process the mineral/material, such as storage 
areas and loading facilities. Wet preparation also includes mineral extraction/processing by 
dredging, slun-y pumping, etc. 

41. Privately Owned Treatment Works - means any devices or system which is used to treat wastes from 
any facility whose operator is not the operator of the treatment works, and which is not a "POTW". 

42. Publicly Owned Treatment Works (POTW) - means a wastewater collection and treatment facility 
owned by the State, municipality, regional entity composed of two or more municipalities, or 
another entity created by the State or local authority for the purpose of collecting and treating 
municipal wastewater. 

43. Receiving Stream - means the "waters" receiving a "discharge'' from a "point source". 

44. Severe property damage - means substantial physical damage to property, damage to the treatment 
facilities which causes them to become inoperable, or substantial and pennanent loss of natural 
resources which can reasonably be expected to occur in the absence of a bypass. Severe property 
damage does not mean economic loss caused by delays in production. 

45. IO-year, 24-hour precipitation event - means that amount of precipitation which occurs during the 
maximum 24-hour precipitation event with a probable recurrence interval of once in ten years as 



Part III 
Page 29 of31 

defined by the National Weather Service and Technical Paper No. 40, "Rainfall Frequency Atlas of 
the U.S.," May 1961, or equivalent regional or rainfall probability infonnation developed therefrom. 

46. TKN - means the pollutant parameter Total Kjeldahl Nitrogen. 

47. TON - means the pollutant parameter Total Organic Nitrogen. 

48. TRC - means Total Residual Chlorine. 

49. TSS - means the pollutant parameter Total Suspended Solids 

50. Treatment facility and treatment system - means all structures which contain, convey, and as 
necessary, chemically or physically treat mine and/or associated preparation plant drainage, which 
remove po11utants limited by this Permit from such drainage or wastewater. This includes all pipes, 
channels, ponds, tanks, and all other equipment serving such structures. 

51. 24HC- means 24-hour composite sample, including any of the following: 

a. The mixing ofat least 12 equal volume samples collected at constant time intervals of not 
more than 2 hours over a period of24 hours; 

b. A sample collected over a consecutive 24-hour period using an automatic sampler 
composite to one sample. As a minimum, samples shall be collected hourly and each shall 
be no more than one twenty-fourth (1/24) of the total sample volume collected; or 

c. A sample collected over a consecutive 24-hour period using an automatic composite 
sampler composited proportional to flow. 

52. 24-hour precipitation event - means that amount of precipitation which occurs within any 24-hour 
period. 

53. 2-year, 24-hour precipitation event - means the maximum 24-hour precipitation event with a 
probable recurrence interval of once in two years as defined by the National Weather Service and 
Technical Paper No. 40, "Rainfall Frequency Atlas of the U.S.," May 1961, or equivalent regional 
or rainfall probability information developed therefrom. 

54. Upset - means an exceptional incident in which there is an unintentional and temporary 
noncompliance with technology-based permit discharge limitations because of factors beyond the 
control of the Permittee. An upset does not include noncompliance to the extent caused by 
operational error, improperly designed treatment facilities, inadequate facilities, lack of preventive 
maintenance, or careless or improper operation. 

55. Waters - means "[a]ll waters of any river, stream, watercourse, pond, lake, coastal, ground or surface 
water, wholly or partia11y within the State, natural or artificial. This does not include waters which 
are entirely confined and retained completely upon the property of a single individual, partnership, 
or corporation unless such waters are used in interstate commerce." Code of Alabama 1975, §22-
22-l(b)(2). "Waters" include all "navigable waters" as defined in §502(7) of the FWPCA, 33 U.S.C. 
§ 1362(7), which are within the State of Alabama. 

56. Week - means the period beginning at twelve midnight Saturday and ending at twelve midnight the 
following Saturday. 

57. Weekly (7-day and calendar week) Average- is the arithmetic mean of all samples collected during 
a consecutive 7-day period or calendar week, whichever is applicable. The calendar week is defined 
as beginning on Sunday and ending on Saturday. Weekly averages shall be calculated for all 
calendar weeks with Saturdays in the month. If a calendar week overlaps two months (i.e., the 
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Sunday is in one month and the Saturday in the following month), the weekly average calculated 
for the calendar week shall be included in the data for the month that contains the Saturday. 

E. SEVERABILITY 

The provisions of this Penn it are severable, and if any provision of this Penn it or the application of any 
provision of this Penn it to any circumstance, is held invalid, the application of such provision to other 
circumstances, and the remainder of this Permit, shall not be affected thereby. 

F. PROHIBITIONS AND ACTIVIES NOT AUTHORIZED 

I. Discharges from disposal or landfill activities as described in ADEM Admin. Code div. 335-13 are 
not authorized by this Permit unless specifically approved by the Department. 

2. Relocation, diversion, or other alteration of a water of the State is not authorized by this Petmit 
unless specifically approved by the Department. 

3. Lime or cement manufacturing or production and discharge of process waters from such 
manufacturing or production is not authorized by this Permit unless specifically approved by the 
Department. 

4. Concrete or asphalt manufacturing or production and discharge of process waters from such 
manufacturing or production is not authorized by this Permit unless specifically approved by the 
Department. 

5. The discharge of wastewater, generated by any process, facility, or by any other m~ans not under 
the operational control of the Permittee or not identified in the application for this Permit or not 
identified specifically in the description of an outfall in this Permit is not authorized by this Permit. 

G. DISCHARGES TO IMPAIRED WATERS 

I. This Permit does not authorize new sources or new discharges of pollutants of concern to impaired 
waters unless consistent with an EPA-approved or EPA-established Total Maximum Daily Load 
(TMDL) and applicable State law, or unless compliance with the limitations and requirements of 
the Permit ensure that the discharge will not contribute to further degradation of the receiving 
stream. Impaired waters are those that do not meet applicable water quality standards and are 
identified on the State of Alabama's §303(d) list or on an EPA-approved or EPA-established TMDL. 
Pollutants of concern are those pollutants for which the receiving water is listed as impaired or 
contribute to the listed impainnent. 

2. Facilities that discharge into a receiving stream which is listed on the State of Alabama's §303(d) 
list of impaired waters, and with discharges that contain the pollutant(s) for which the waters are 
impaired, must within six (6) months of the Final §303(d) list approval, document in its BMP plan 
how the BMPs will control the discharge of the pollutant(s) of concern, and must ensure that there 
will be no increase of the pollutants of concern. A monitoring plan to assess the effectiveness of 
the BMPs in achieving the allocations must also be included in the BMP plan. 

3. lfthe facility discharges to impaired waters as described above, it must dete1mine whether a TMDL 
has been developed and approved or established by EPA for the listed waters. If a TMDL is 
approved or established during this Permit cycle by EPA for any waters into which the facility 
discharges, the facility must review the applicable TMDL to see if it includes requirements for 
control of any water discharged by the Permittee. Within six (6) months of the date of TMDL 
approval or establishment, the facility must notify the Department on how it will modify its BMP 
plan to include best management practices specifically targeted to achieve the allocations prescribed 
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by the TMDL, if necessary. Any revised BMP plans must be submitted to the Department for review. 
The facility must include in the BMP plan a monitoring component to assess the effectiveness of 
the BMPs in achieving the allocations. 



ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 
WATER DIVISION 

Company Name: 

Facility Name: 

County: 

Permit Number: 

Prepared by: 

Date: 

Receiving Wa tcrs: 

Permit Coverage: 

SIC Code: 

NPDES INDIVIDUAL PERMIT RATIONALE 

General Shale Brick, Inc. (Plant 65) dba Columbus Brick 

Uchee Mine 

Russel I & Lee 

AL0058629 

Skylar Wilson 

May 29, 2025 

Unnamed Tributaries to Little Uchee Creek, Unnamed Tributary to Hospilika 
Creek, and Little Uchee Creek 

Shale and/or Common Clay Mining, Dry Preparation, Mineral Loading, 
Mineral Storage, Mineral Transportation, and Associated Areas 

1459 

The Department has made a tentative determination that the available information is adequate to support 
reissuance of this permit with a name change. 

This proposed permit covers shale and/or common clay mining, dry preparation, mineral loading, mineral 
storage, mineral transportation, and associated areas which discharge to surface waters of the state. 

The proposed permit authorizes treated discharges into unnamed tributaries to Little Uchee Creek and 
Hospilika Creek as well as Little Uchee Creek itself classified as Fish and Wildlife (F&W) per ADEM 
Admin. Code ch. 335-6-11. If the requirements of the proposed permit are fully implemented, the facility 
will not discharge pollutants at levels that will cause or contribute to a violation of the F&W classification. 

Full compliance with the proposed permit te1ms and conditions is expected to be protective of instream 
water quality and ensure consistency with applicable instream State water quality standards (WQS) for the 
receiving stream. 

40 CFR 436 Subpart AD is reserved for shale and common clay mineral mining and processing, however 
Technology Based Effluent Limits (TBELs) for shale/common clay mining have not yet been promulgated. 
Discharges from a facility of this type, however, are expected to be similar to discharges from facilities 
mining and processing sand and gravel for use in construction. Therefore, the permit was prepared 
considering the TBELs in 40 CFR 436 Subpart C. 

The instream WQS for pH, for streams classified as F&W, are 6.0 - 8.5 s.u per ADEM Admin Coder. 335-
6-10-.09; however, because discharges from Outfalls 001-1, 002-1, 003- I, 006-1, and 007-1 are expected 
only in response to rain events, it is the opinion of the Depa11ment that discharges with an allowable pH 
daily maximum of 9.0 will not adversely affect the instream pH based on the low discharge/stream flow 
ratio. The discharge limitations for pH of 6.0 - 9.0 s.u. for Outfalls 00 I- I, 002-1, 003-1, 006-1, and 007-1 
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are identical to the existing point source TBELs found in 40 CFR 436 Subpa1t C. Regardless,'the discharge 
shall not cause the in-stream pH to deviate more than 1.0 s.u. from the normal or natural pH, nor be less 
than 6.0 s.u. nor greater than 8.5 s.u. 

The TBELs for 40 CFR 436 Subpart C do not include limitations for Total Suspended Solids (TSS). TSS 
is classified as a conventional pollutant in 40 CFR 401.16 and is expected to be discharged from this type 
of facility. Therefore, the permit was prepared considering the daily maximum effluent limitation for TSS 
proposed by the EPA for shale and common clay drainage in the Development Document for Effluent 
Limitations Guidelines and New Source Performance Standards for the Mineral Mining and Processing 
Pont Source Category (July 1979). 

The applicant has requested, in accordance with 40 CFR Part 122.21 and their NPDES permit application, 
a waiver from testing for the Part A, B, and C pollutants listed in the EPA Fann 2C and 2D that are not 
addressed in their application. They have also ce1tified that due to the processes involved in their mining 
activity these pollutants are believed to be not present in the waste stream. 

The Pollution Abatement/Prevention (PAP) plan for this facility has been prepared by a professional 
engineer (PE) registered in the State of Alabama and is designed to ensure reduction of pollutants in the 
waste stream to a level that, if operated properly, the discharge will not contribute to or cause a violation of 
applicable State WQS. The proposed permit tenns and conditions are predicated on the basis of ensuring 
a reduction of pollutants in the discharge to a level that reduces the potential of contributing to or causing 
a violation of applicable State WQS. 

In accordance with ADEM Admin. Code r. 335-6-3-.07 the design PE, as evidenced by their seal and/or 
signature on the application, has accepted full responsibility for the effectiveness of the waste treatment 
facility to treat the Permittee's effluent to meet NPDES permit limitations and requirements, and to fully 
comply with Alabama's WQS, when such treatment facilities are properly operated. 

If there is a reasonable potential that a pollutant present in the treated discharge,s from a facility could cause 
or contribute to a contravention of applicable State WQS above numeric or narrative criteria, 40 CFR Part 
122 requires the Department to establish effluent limits using calculated water quality criterion, establish 
effluent limits on a case-by-case basis using criteria established by EPA, or establish effluent limits based 
on an indicator parameter. Based on available infmmation, potential pollutants discharged from this 
facility, if discharged within the concentrations allowed by this permit, would not have a reasonable 
potential to cause or contribute to a contravention of applicable State WQS. 

Pursuant to ADEM Admin. Code r. 335-6-6-.12(r) this permit requires the Pennittee to design and 
implement a Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasures (SPCC) plan for all stored chemicals, fuels 
and/or stored pollutants that have the potential to discharge to a water of the State. This plan must meet the 
minimum engineering requirements as defined in• 40 CFR Part 112 and must provide for secondary 
containment adequate to control a potential spill. 

The applicant is not proposing discharges of pollutants to a water of the State with an approved Total 
Maximum Daily Load (TMDL). 

The applicant is not proposing discharges into a stream segment or other State water that is included on 
Alabama's current CWA §303(d) list. 

The applicant is not proposing new discharges ofpollutant(s) to an ADEM identified Tier I water. 
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The proposed permit does not authorize new or increased discharges of pollutants to a Tier II water. 
Therefore, the Antidegradation Policy (ADEM Admin. Code 335-6-10-.04) does not apply to this permit. 



Digitally signed by: 
AEPACS
Date: 2024.04.10 14:04:27 -05:00
Reason: Submission Data
Location: State of Alabama







































Outfall Discharge structure Description

001 E Spill Pipe 9,10 yes no no no no
002 E Spill Pipe 9,10 yes no no no no
003 E Spill Pipe 9,10 yes no no no no
006P Spill Pipe 9,10 yes no no no no

The applicant is required to supply outfall number(s) as it appears on the map(s) required by this application [if this application is for a modification to an existing permit do not 
change the numbering sequence of the permitted outfalls], describe each, (e.g., pipe, spillway, channel, tunnel, conduit, well, discrete fissure, or container), and identify the 
origin of pollutants. The response must be precise for each outfall. If the discharge of pollutants from any outfall is the result of commingling of waste streams from different 
origins, each origin must be completely described. 

Description of Origin of Pollutants – typical examples: (1) Discharge of drainage from the underground workings of an underground coal mine, (2) Discharge of drainage from a 
coal surface mine, (3) Discharge of drainage from a coal preparation plant and associated areas, (4) Discharge of process wastewater from a gravel-washing plant, (5) Discharge 
of wastewater from an existing source coal preparation plant, (6) Discharge of drainage from a sand and gravel pit, (7) Pumped discharge from a limestone quarry, (8) Controlled 
surface mine drainage (pumped or siphoned), (9) Discharge of drainage from mine reclamation, (10) Other (please describe):

Description of Origin of 
pollutants

Surface 
Discharge

Groundwater 
Discharge

Wet Prep -Other 
Production Plant

Pumped or Controlled 
Discharge

Low Volume 
STP



Outfall E/P pH (s.u.)

001E Outfall-22 0.000402 0.26 Stormwater Stormwater 28/7 7.88 3.26 e-6 0.0696 0.008678 0.00071 0.003651
002E Outfall-31 0.011435 7.39 Stormwater Stormwater 28/7 7.36 9.33 e-5 0.9965 0.24666 0.020177 0.103782
003E Outfall-7 0.000279 0.18 Stormwater Stormwater 28/7 7.34 2.27 e-6 0.0202 2.27 e-6 0.000491 0.002528
006P Outfall 002 -31 0.011435 7.39 Stormwater Stormwater 28/7 7.36 9.33 e-5 0.9965 0.24666 0.020177 0.103782

The applicant is required to supply the following information separately for every proposed (P) or existing (E) outfall.  List expected average daily discharge flow rate in cfs 
and gpd; frequency of discharge in hours per day and days per month; average summer and winter temperature of discharge(s) in degrees centigrade; average pH in 
standard units; and average daily discharges in pounds per day of BOD5, Total Suspended Solids, Total Iron, Total Manganese, and Total Aluminum (if bauxite or bauxitic 
clay or if otherwise believed present):

Information Source - 
# of Samples

Flow 
(cfs)

Flow 
(gpd)

Frequency 
(hours/day)

Frequency 
(days/month)

Sum/Win 
Temp, (°C)

BOD5 
(lbs/day)

TSS 
(lbs/day)

Tot Fe 
(lbs/day)

Tot Mn 
(lbs/day)

Tot Al 
(lbs/day)



Outfall E/P pH (s.u.)

001E Outfall-22 0.000402 0.26 Stormwater Stormwater 28/7 7.88 3.26 e-6 0.0696 0.008678 0.00071 0.003651
002E Outfall-31 0.011435 7.39 Stormwater Stormwater 28/7 7.36 9.33 e-5 0.9965 0.24666 0.020177 0.103782
003E Outfall-7 0.000279 0.18 Stormwater Stormwater 28/7 7.34 2.27 e-6 0.0202 2.27 e-6 0.000491 0.002528
006P Outfall 002 -31 0.011435 7.39 Stormwater Stormwater 28/7 7.36 9.33 e-5 0.9965 0.24666 0.020177 0.103782

The applicant is required to supply the following information separately for every proposed (P) or existing (E) outfall.  List expected average daily discharge flow rate in cfs 
and gpd; frequency of discharge in hours per day and days per month; average summer and winter temperature of discharge(s) in degrees centigrade; average pH in 
standard units; and average daily discharges in pounds per day of BOD5, Total Suspended Solids, Total Iron, Total Manganese, and Total Aluminum (if bauxite or bauxitic 
clay or if otherwise believed present):

Information Source - 
# of Samples

Flow 
(cfs)

Flow 
(gpd)

Frequency 
(hours/day)

Frequency 
(days/month)

Sum/Win 
Temp, (°C)

BOD5 
(lbs/day)

TSS 
(lbs/day)

Tot Fe 
(lbs/day)

Tot Mn 
(lbs/day)

Tot Al 
(lbs/day)









Outfall 001-1 002-1 003-1

Date Flow pH TSS Flow pH TSS Flow pH TSS
(mgd) (Std Units) (mg/l) (mgd) Std Units (mg/l) (mgd) Std Units (mg/l)

1/3/2020 1.84 7.63 294.00 18.81 6.38 84.00
1/23/2020 0.58 8.17 13.00 14.62 7.49 21.00

2/4/2020 0.14 6.97 16.00 0.97 6.47 19.00
2/21/2020

3/6/2020
3/17/2020 0.14 6.94 15.00 14.62 7.69 12.00
4/15/2020 1.77 7.40 10.00
4/28/2020 0.05 6.70 19.00 14.62 7.20 15.00 0.32 6.69 27.00
5/12/2020
5/27/2020

6/9/2020
6/26/2020
7/10/2020
7/20/2020

8/5/2020
8/18/2020

9/4/2020
9/16/2020
10/2/2020 1.77 7.09 12.00 0.14 6.95 12.00

10/15/2020
11/3/2020 2.78 7.11 5.00

11/28/2020
12/7/2020 0.32 8.42 29.00 14.62 7.86 86.00

12/21/2020 0.14 8.57 11.00 7.01 7.77 22.00
1/15/2021 0.14 8.84 28.00 14.62 8.03 8.00 84 Exceeds Permit limit
1/26/2021 0.32 7.27 31.00 10.61 6.65 13.00

2/9/2021 0.14 8.39 0.00 7.01 6.79 0.00
2/26/2021 Flooding
3/15/2021 4.01 8.13 8.00 no discharge
3/31/2021 0.14 7.28 36.00 14.62 7.14 7.00 0.05 7.29 4.00 road work

4/6/2021 0.14 8.23 35.00 29.26 7.37 5.00 0.05 7.48 8.00
4/27/2021 0.14 7.60 25.00 7.01 7.10 14.00 0.05 8.10 10.00 Question
5/12/2021 0.32 7.49 20.00 7.01 7.20 11.00 0.05 8.13 6.00
5/25/2021 0.05 8.40 7.00 1.77 7.07 9.00
6/16/2021 0.05 7.49 19.00 7.01 7.19 14.00
6/28/2021 0.05 8.53 10.00 22.92 7.54 8.00
7/13/2021 0.14 7.11 9.00 4.01 6.81 25.00
7/26/2021 0.05 8.00 0.00 4.01 7.35 0.00

8/6/2021 0.05 8.42 13.00 0.41 7.25 4.00
8/25/2021 0.14 8.77 54.00 0.41 9.10 16.00
9/15/2021 0.41 5.97 8.00
9/27/2021

10/12/2021 0.58 8.04 22.00 1.77 6.97 25.00 0.58 6.71 27.00
10/27/2021 0.41 7.16 12.00
11/11/2021 0.10 8.17 18.00
11/29/2021 0.10 8.60 5.00

12/9/2021 0.10 8.05 5.00
12/29/2021

Max 1.84 8.84 294 29.26 9.1 86 0.58 8.13 27
Min 0.05 6.7 0 0.1 5.97 0 0.05 6.69 4
Average 0.26 7.88 32.09 7.39 7.36 16.16 0.18 7.34 13.43

Number 22 22 22 31 31 31 7 7 7

Outfall 001 TSS Load 0.0688921 lbs/day
Outfall 002 TSS Load 0.9969324 lbs/day
Outfall 003 TSS Load 0.0198494 lbs/day
Outfall 006P Same as outfall 002

Convert flow from mgd to cfs (avg flow in mgd)*(1 day/86400 sec)*(1 cf/7.48 gal)*1000 gal/mgd

Outfall 001 0.26 mgd 0.00040231 cfs
Outfall 002 7.39 mgd 0.01143481 cfs
Outfall 003 0.18 mgd 0.00027852 cfs

For Fe, Mn, AL, BOD 5 loading rates, Use 10-12-10 lab data and average flow rate to determine the loading rates

001 FLOW (MGD) Loading 002 FLOW (MGD) Loading 002 FLOW (MGD) Loading
Al mg/l 1.683 0.26 0.0036513 1.683 7.39 0.103782 1.683 0.18 0.002528
Fe mg/l <4 0.26 0.0086781 <4 7.39 0.2466596 <4 0.18 0.006008
BOD 5 mg/l 0.001513 0.26 3.283E-006 0.001513 7.39 9.330E-005 0.001513 0.18 2.27E-006
MN mg/l 0.3272 0.26 0.0007099 0.3272 7.39 0.0201768 0.3272 0.18 0.000491
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About This Plan 

This Best Management Practices (BMP) Plan was prepared to help this facility comply with the 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit issued by the Alabama 
Department of Environmental Management.  The permit requires the operator to develop, 
implement and maintain a BMP plan to reduce or eliminate pollutants in stormwater runoff at the 
Uchee Mine. 

Things, which must be completed, are in bold and italics below: 

Some key issues to remember when reviewing this Plan. 

1. The Regional Manager must certify the Plan by signing the statement on page vi. 

2. The Team Leader (or Plant Manager in this case) should complete and the Regional 
Manager must review and sign Worksheet 3 (Non-Stormwater Discharge Assessment and 
Certification).  The certification must be completed as accurately as possible. 

3. Note that the permit requires the daily log in Section 7 to be maintained for petroleum 
storage areas, stormwater releases from containment units, and a bi-weekly inspection of 
stormwater systems.  These are provided in Section 7.1.  An annual certification is 
required to verify they are being performed and is due by January 28th of each year.  If not 
performed and ADEM inspects, you will likely be subject to additional requirements, 
including quarterly sampling. 

4. Note in Section 11, you are required to perform Monthly (when the washdown system is 
used and there is a discharge during the month) and Semi-Annual Sampling and 
reporting.  Results are also required to be submitted semiannually (By January 28th and 
July 28th for the semi-annual time period preceding those dates). 

5. Section 8.0 of this Plan describes the Comprehensive Site Compliance Evaluation 
(Worksheet 7) that must be completed each year.  This is an annual requirement and the 
section explains the requirements for follow-up. 

6. The permit specifies that completed Worksheets automatically become a part of your Plan 
and must be kept for 3 years from the date of the action (inspection, sample, etc.) or for one 
year after the expiration of the permit (take whichever is longer for ease of recordkeeping).   
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Pollution Prevention Team 
 

Name:   Delbert Enlow 
Title:   Plant Manger 
Phone:  334-480-2440 
 
Responsibilities: The Plant Manager is responsible for stormwater pollution 

prevention at the Uchee Mine.  His role as leader of the Pollution 
Prevention Team includes the following responsibilities. 

   1. Evaluating and initiating updating the BMP as required. 

   2. Ensuring the quarterly inspections of the facility are 
performed and conducting the annual comprehensive 
evaluations. 

   3. Ensuring that stormwater pollution prevention is included in 
 employee training classes. 

   4. Assisting as warranted in spill and leak cleanup. 

   5. Working with the facility personnel to aid in implementation 
 of the BMPs and identify facility and procedural changes 
 identified to minimize pollutant exposure to stormwater. 

 

 Name: David McKeown 
 Title: Environmental Manager, Meridian Brick, LLC 

Phone:  1-803-691-3121 
   1-803-351-0635 
 

 Responsibilities: Development and implementation of the BMPs.  Maintain records 
associated with the PAP. Delegate and oversee the annual 
employee training, monthly preventative maintenance and 
quarterly visual inspections, and the annual comprehensive site 
compliance evaluation.  
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Section 1 
Site Description and Drainage Features 

The Uchee Mine consists of approximately 1,177 acres (See Figures 1 and 2).  The material 
mined at this site is alluvial clay.  Mining at the site is performed (by a contract mining 
company) using trac-hoe excavators, trucks and wheel scrapers to remove and stockpile the 
material.  Ordinarily, the anticipated yearly demand will be mined and stockpiled during a four 
to six-week period in the summer months.  The stockpiled material is hauled to the Phenix City 
plant by contract haulers on an as needed basis. 
 
The topography in the area is generally flat and surface drainage is to Little Uchee Creek or to its 
unnamed tributaries.  Little Uchee Creek drains from the Northwest to the Southeast across the 
southern portion of the subject property.  In general, the site drainage is to the east through three 
outfalls.  The outfall drainages eventually flow into Little Uchee Creek, unnamed tributaries of 
Little Uchee Creek or Hospilika Creek (that are part of the Chattahoochee River Drainage Basin) 
through a series of sediment ponds.  Each pond is equipped with submerged intake structures 
(See Figure 1). 
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Section 2 
Inventory of Exposed Materials 

Worksheet 1 contains a detailed inventory of significant materials used, stored, or produced 
onsite that are exposed to stormwater.  Note that bricks themselves are not noted as they are not a 
significant source of stormwater pollutants.  The locations of these potential pollutant sources 
have been identified on the facility diagram included in Appendix A. 
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Worksheet 1 
Significant Materials Exposed to Stormwater 

 

Significant 
Material1,2,3 Purpose4 

Method of 
Storage 

Control Measures and Management  
Procedures Employed 

Likelihood of  
Significant Contact 
with Stormwater 

Past 
Significant 

Spill or 
Leak5 

Clay and other 
similar materials Raw material Stockpiles 

The majority of the material is stored under cover or indoors.  
Material is mined and brought onsite as needed to avoid excess 
stockpiles.  Contact is minimized by covers and handling 
practices; and runoff is through controlled ditching and a 
sediment pond. 

High.  Due to nature of 
material, dust is generated 
and some material is 
exposed at all times. 

No 

Diesel fuel Mine Equipment 
fueling 

Aboveground 
tanks 

Mining is conducted seasonally on a contract basis.  Mining 
contractors will fuel their equipment with mobile equipment or 
with a fixed tank that is brought on site for the mining period.  
All fueled storage/fueling/handling by mining contractors will be 
conducted in accordance with the SPCC Plan. 

Minimal except for minor 
spills during 
fueling/refueling activities 
which are handled in a 
timely fashion. 

No 

 
 
 
 

 
1 These are the significant materials, which have been handled or stored in a manner to allow exposure to precipitation.  None of the materials has been treated (other than use in the manufacturing 
process) or disposed onsite. 
2 The treatment of stormwater presently employed is the use of sedimentation systems and oil/water separators at refueling and wash-down areas.  No other treatment processes are employed. 
3 Other materials exposed are not considered significant due to the limited quantity or the inert nature of the material. 
4 See the Facility Diagram for locations. 
5 Considered to be significant if could, or would, affect stormwater and was a result of a sudden, unanticipated action. 
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Section 3 
Significant Spills and Leaks 

There have been no significant spills or leaks that have affected stormwater at this facility. 

Worksheet 2 is provided to record any significant releases in the future. 
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Worksheet 2 

List of Significant Spills and Leaks 

Directions:  Record below all significant spills and leaks of toxic or hazardous pollutants. 
 

Definitions: Significant spills include, but are not limited to, releases of oil or hazardous substances in excess of reportable quantities. 

 Check One or 
Both 

  
Description 

 
Response Procedure 

  

 
 

Date 
(m/d/y) 

 
 
 

Spill 

 
 
 

Leak 

 
Location 

(as indicated on 
site map) 

 
 

Type of 
Material 

 
 

Quantity
(Estimate) 

 
 
 

Source 

 
 
 

Reason 

 
Amount of
Material 

Recovered 

Is Material Still 
Exposed to 

Stormwater? 
(Yes or No) 

 
 
 

Preventive Measures Taken

Completed 
by 

(Initials/ 
Date) 
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Section 4 
Non-Stormwater Discharges 

There are no known unauthorized non-stormwater discharges from this facility. 



  BMP Plan 
                                                 Uchee Mine 
 

   5-1 
 

Section 5 
Sampling Data 

Stormwater discharges at this site have been sampled.  Previous sampling events indicate pH 
within a normal range and highly varying amounts of TSS. 
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Section 6 
Risk Identification and Summary 

of Potential Pollutant Sources 

In general, the production activities at this site suggest potential problems with erosion, as would 
be indicated by high total suspended solids (TSS) levels.  This Plan therefore focuses primarily 
on reducing erosion and raw material transport, particularly around outdoor storage and handling 
areas.  Table 1 is a summary of the potential pollutant sources and applicable pollutant indicators 
for the facility. 
 
The following areas and activities (noted on the Facility Diagram in Appendix A) may act as 
potential stormwater pollution sources: 
 

• Loading and Unloading Operations.  At the mine the loading/unloading areas of concern 
are for fuels.  Raw materials include clay and shale which are in such significant volumes 
they have the potential to significantly affect stormwater quality if not properly managed.  
Fuels are managed as described in the SPCC Plan (please refer to it for additional 
information).  Unloading of clay occurs at the stockpile area, but dust generation may 
result. 

 
• Outdoor Storage.  Outdoor storage is limited where possible as moisture is not desirable 

in the raw materials for production.  However, due to the sheer volume of the material 
utilized, outdoor storage (or covered storage which includes a portion not always under 
cover) may include some clay and shale.  While oils and fuels are stored outdoors, large 
quantities are stored inside secondary containment where accumulated stormwater is 
checked for potential contamination prior to release. 

 
• Outdoor Manufacturing or Processing Activities.  No actual manufacturing or processing 

occurs in outdoor, uncovered areas.  
 

• Significant Dust or Particulate Generating Processes.  Due to the dry material utilized in 
the mining process, there is significant dust and particulate material on the site and is 
(with the associated storage) the most likely source of significant stormwater pollutants 
on the site.  As well as the potential from the Outdoor Storage and Loading/Unloading 
Areas above, dust and particulates are generated from the vehicle traffic on roadways. 

 
• Onsite Waste Disposal Practices.  No solid waste is stored or disposed onsite. 

 
• Fueling.  Fueling is performed for seasonal mining equipment only.  All fueling 

operations will be conducted in accordance with the SPCC Plan. 
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Table 1 
Summary of Pollutant Sources and Pollutant Indicators in Stormwater 

Source of Pollutant Pollutant Indicators 

General erosion of clay storage areas TSS 

Diesel fuel, lubricants Semivolatiles, Volatiles, Oil and Grease 
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Section 7 

Best Management Practices 

Best Management Practices (BMPs) are measures to prevent or minimize water pollution from 
sources.  BMPs are broad ranging and may include processes, procedures, human actions, or 
construction.  Most BMPs aim at preventing spills and similar environmental incidents by 
stressing the importance of management and employee awareness of potential spill situations. 

7.1 Inspections 

The following forms are to be completed.  Frequency of completion is noted on the top (daily or 
when stormwater is released from a containment unit).   
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Date:_____________  Time: _____________  Inspector: ___________________________ 

Worksheet 3 

Daily Inspection Log for Petroleum Handling Areas 
(Inspection required during Seasonal Mining)  

Uchee Mine  
Area Inspected Condition Acceptable? Comments Yes No

 
Diesel Fuel storage (onsite temp AST   

or Mobile Fuel Truck) 

   

 
Excavator diesel fuel 

   

 
Chemical Coagulant AST (if in use) 

   

If you answer “No”,  complete the following sections: 

Area requiring 
action 

Cleanup action required 
(see codes below)

Time started 
and stopped 

Cleanup 
Personnel

    

    

    

Cleanup Codes: ABS - Absorbents/Rags Used   SOIL - Excavated Soil 
  CLN - Cleaning Agents/Chemicals Used OTHER - Other Cleanup Performed   
                 
Note:   Spills are significant petroleum releases with the potential of impacting stormwater runoff from the mine.
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Worksheet 4 

Discharge of Uncontaminated Stormwater 
From Secondary Containment Areas for Petroleum Bulk Storage 

(required when dikes are drained) 
Uchee Mine  

Date/Time of 
Discharge 

Containment Area & Estimated Volume of Discharge 
(Volume = L x W x H (in feet) x 7.5 gal/cu. ft. = gallons) 

Initials of Person Making 
Visual Inspection/Person 
Authorizing Discharge 

 
   

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 

NOTE:  Per Page 1e of the NPDES permit (Part I.A.DSN006 Requirement 6), the discharge shall have no sheen, and there 
shall be no discharge of visible oil, floating solids or visible foam in other than trace amounts.
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Cleanup Codes: NA - Not Applicable/No Cleanup Required ABS - Absorbents/Rags Used 
 SOIL - Excavated Soil   CLN - Cleaning Agents/Chemicals Used 
 OTHER - Other Cleanup Performed 

 
Note:   Spills are significant petroleum releases with the potential of impacting stormwater runoff from the mine.

Worksheet 5 

Inspection Log for Stormwater Ditches and Sediment Pond  

Uchee Mine  
Date/Time 

of 
Inspection 

Cleanup Action Required 
 (see codes below) 

Person 
Performing 
Inspection
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7.2  Employee Training 

Employee training programs are instituted at the facility to inform appropriate employees of 
environmental considerations including components and goals of the BMP Plan.  Training is 
provided annually to appropriate facility employees.  Varying levels of training are provided to 
employees depending on their responsibilities with regard to implementation or direct impacts of 
the BMP Plan on their job responsibilities.  Records of the topics discussed during employee 
training and the employees attending each session are stored by the Team Leader when the 
training is solely provided for the BMP Plan.  When training is provided associated with other 
training records, records may be stored by the Team Leader or in the employee files with Human 
Resources.   

The training program addresses three major areas: 

• Spill prevention and response6 
• Good housekeeping 
• Materials management practices 

7.3  Sediment and Erosion Control 

The areas of the facility that are subject to erosion are the stockpiled clay reserves and roadway 
dust.  The stockpiles are covered and the remaining areas which are uncovered are contoured and 
sized to prevent formation of significant erosion pathways.  In order to reduce the amount of 
erosion from these smaller sized areas, material is moved in and out on a regular basis to prevent 
breakdown and other forms of degradation.  Any stormwater runoff from these stockpiles drains 
to the mine sumps and is discharged via the NPDES Outfalls after treatment to remove sediment. 

7.4  Management of Runoff 

Runoff on the mine sites is managed via drainage swales and ditches.  Open ditches are 
vegetated to minimize erosion and sediment check dams may be used to slow the velocity of 
water.  Stormwater is collected in the mine sumps before being pumped to the sediment pond 
where it is discharged via the NPDES Outfall. 

Based on current evaluation, these measures are sufficient and appropriate for the site.

 
6 This is only an awareness training on the subject.  Primary training is performed as part of the SPCC Plan implementation.  Refer to the SPCC 
Plan for additional information. 
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Section 8 
Comprehensive Site Compliance Evaluation 

Once a year, the Plant Manager or other qualified individual will conduct a comprehensive site 
inspection to: 

1. Confirm the accuracy of the descriptions of potential pollutant sources contained in the BMP. 

2. Determine the effectiveness of the Plan.  

3. Assess compliance with the terms and conditions of the NPDES permit. 

The comprehensive site compliance evaluation is conducted by the Plant Manager or other 
qualified individual.  During the evaluation, material handling and storage areas and other 
potential sources of pollution are visually inspected for evidence of actual or potential pollutant 
discharges to the drainage system.  Erosion controls and structural stormwater management 
devices also are inspected to ensure that each is operating correctly.  Worksheet 7 is provided at 
the end of this section to assist in the annual evaluation. 

The results of each evaluation are documented in a report signed by the responsible corporate 
official.  The report describes: 

• Scope of the evaluation; 
• Personnel making the evaluation; 
• Date(s) of the evaluation; and  
• Major observations relating to the implementation of the BMP. 

The evaluation report(s) are retained at the facility for at least one year after the date that the 
NPDES stormwater permit expires.  Annual evaluation reports are stored in Appendix E of the 
Team Leader’s copy of the BMP. 

Based on the results of each evaluation, the list of potential pollutant sources and the measures 
and controls described in this Plan are revised (if appropriate).  Any changes in the measures and 
controls are implemented on the site in a timely manner.  In addition, if the evaluation report lists 
changes at the site that have a significant effect on the potential for the discharge of pollutants to 
surface waters, the BMP will be amended to describe the changes. 
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Worksheet 6 

Annual Comprehensive Site Compliance Evaluation 
             For the Year of: ______________ 

 

Summary of Inspections 

Describe the general results and any trends or changes over time.  Any noted changes or 
follow-up on any issues noted.  If any specific areas are repeat issues or have become 
better, summarize that as well. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Summary of Sampling 

Describe the general results and any trends or changes over time.  For example, “Outfall 
1 appears to be generally turbid with a reddish color with decreasing turbidity over the 
year.  Outfall 2 is a clear discharge with no appearance of contamination.  Outfall 3 has 
increased turbidity, apparently from clay transport, in the fall and spring.” 
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Facility Changes 

Check the appropriate box. 

 No significant changes were made to the facility during the reporting period. 

 The following changes were made: 

Describe any facility changes that might affect the potential for stormwater contact with 
significant exposed materials.  For example,  "Concrete containment was constructed 
around the fuel tank." 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Significant Spills 

Check the appropriate box. 

 No significant spill(s) occurred during the reporting period. 

 The following spill(s) occurred: 

Describe the date, location, quantity, material, and remedial measures for reportable 
quantities.  Include steps taken to prevent recurrence. 
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Sediment and Erosion Control 

Check the appropriate box. 

 No modifications were necessary and no changes to controls were made. 

 The following modifications were made or will be made: 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Significant Exposed Materials/Potential Stormwater Pollutants 

Check the appropriate box. 

 There was no appreciable change in the quantity, type, or location of significant exposed 
materials at the site. 

 The following appreciable change(s) occurred: 

 If the quantity, type or location of significant exposed materials described in Worksheet 1 
has changed, modify the Worksheet by hand and attach a copy to this report.  The text of 
this section would then say: "Changes to the significant exposed materials on the site 
have been made on the attached Worksheet 1.  The changes are basically..." 
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Non-Stormwater Discharges 

Check the appropriate box. 

 No non-stormwater discharges were identified during the reporting period. 

 The following non-stormwater discharge(s) were identified and handled as noted: 

Describe the date and location.  Refer to Section 4.0 for more detail. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

BMPs/Structural Controls 

Check the appropriate box. 

 No BMPs or structural controls were added or modified at the facility during the 
reporting period. 

 The following BMPs or structural controls were added or modified: 

 Note the date the change or addition was implemented and describe the new practice.  
See Section 7 for an example of the appropriate level of detail. 
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Outfalls 

Check the appropriate box. 

 No outfalls were added or removed during the past year. 

 The following outfalls were added or removed during the past year: 

Describe the change.  For example:  "The southwest corner of the property was regraded 
during the spring; as a consequence, stormwater is no longer discharged through outfall 
002". 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Additional Comments 

  

  

  

  

  

 

Evaluation Completed By: _____________________________________________________ 

Date Evaluation Completed: ___________________________________________________ 

 

Regional Manager Approval: ___________________________________________________ 

 Date Approved: _____________________________________________________________
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Section 9 
Record Keeping and Reporting 

 
A record keeping system has been set up at the facility for documenting spills, leaks, and other 
discharges, including discharges of hazardous substances in reportable quantities.  The records 
contain the following information: 

• Date and time of the incident; 
• Duration of the spill/leak/discharge; 
• Cause of the spill/leak/discharge; 
• Response procedures implemented; 
• Persons notified; and 
• Environmental problems associated with the spill/leak/discharge. 

Records of oil spills and leaks are stored with the records copy of the SPCC Plan, and other 
releases that are significant to the stormwater system are stored in Section 3. 

Other records required under the permit are retained by the Plant Manager for at least one year 
after the expiration of the permit or 3 years from record generation, whichever is greater.  
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Section 10 
Special Requirements 

10.1  Section 313 Special Requirements 

This facility does not have Section 313 water priority chemicals that they are required to report 
under Form “R” that are also exposed to stormwater at the facility. 

10.2  Salt Piles 

This facility does not have a salt pile. 

10.3  Discharges to Large or Medium Separate Stormwater Systems 

This facility does not discharge to a municipal separate stormwater system. 

10.4  Coal Piles 

This facility does not have a coal pile. 
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Section 11 
Monitoring and Reporting Requirements 

Requirements for sampling are summarized in your permit. 

NOTE:  If there is any exceedance (or a bypass) you are required to orally 
report to the State within 24 hours and submit a written report within 5 days.  
See page 4 of your permit for written report requirements.  

Monitoring requirements will be re-evaluated if the operations or facility drainage patterns are 
substantially altered. 
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Appendix A  

Site Location Map and Facility Diagram 

 

 

 

Also See Figures 1 & 2 of NPDES Permit 
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Blank and Completed Inspection Reports 
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Date:___________  Time: _________  Inspector: ________________________ 

Daily Inspection Log for Petroleum Handling Areas 
(inspection required during days of operation)  

 
Uchee Mine  

Area Inspected Condition Acceptable? Comments Yes No

Diesel Fuel AST (seasonal)    

Excavator Diesel Fuel    

Chemical Coagulant AST    

If any are is unacceptable (No answer) complete the following sections: 
Area  requiring 

action 
Cleanup action required 

(see codes below)
Time started 
and stopped 

Cleanup 
Personnel

    

    

    

Cleanup Codes: ABS - Absorbents/Rags Used    SOIL - Excavated Soil 
  CLN - Cleaning Agents/Chemicals Used  OTHER - Other Cleanup Performed  
                   
Note:   Spills are significant petroleum releases with the potential of impacting stormwater runoff from the plant.
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Discharge of Uncontaminated Stormwater 
From Secondary Containment Areas for Petroleum Bulk Storage 

(required when dikes are drained) 

Uchee Mine 

Date/Time 
of Discharge 

Containment Area & Estimated Volume of Discharge 
(Volume = L x W x H (in feet) x 7.5 gal/cu. ft. = gallons) 

Initials of Person Making 
Visual Inspection/ 
Person Authorizing 

Discharge
 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

  
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 

NOTE:  Per Page 1e of the NPDES permit (Part I.A.DSN006 Requirement 6), the discharge shall have no sheen, and there shall be 
no discharge of visible oil, floating solids or visible foam in other than trace amounts. 
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Bi-weekly Inspection Log for Stormwater Ditches and Sediment Pond  

 
Uchee Mine 

Date/Time of 
Inspection Condition of site? Person performing 

Inspection
 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  
 



 

 

Appendix C 

Blank and Completed Annual Site Compliance Evaluation Forms 
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Annual Comprehensive Site Compliance Evaluation 
 

 For the Year of: ____________________
 

Summary of Inspections 

Describe the general results and any trends or changes over time.  Any noted changes or 
follow-up on any issues noted.  If any specific areas are repeat issues or have become 
better, summarize that as well. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Summary of Sampling 

Describe the general results and any trends or changes over time.  For example, “Outfall 
1appears to be generally turbid with a reddish color with decreasing turbidity over the 
year.  Outfall 2 is a clear discharge with no appearance of contamination.  Outfall 3 has 
increased turbidity, apparently from clay transport, in the fall and spring”. 
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Facility Changes 

Check the appropriate box. 

 No significant changes were made to the facility during the reporting period. 

 The following changes were made: 

Describe any facility changes that might affect the potential for stormwater contact with 
significant exposed materials.  For example:  "Concrete containment was constructed 
around the fuel tank". 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Significant Spills 

Check the appropriate box. 

 No significant spill(s) occurred during the reporting period. 

 The following spill(s) occurred: 

Describe the date, location, quantity, material, and remedial measures for reportable 
quantities.  Include steps taken to prevent recurrence. 
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Sediment and Erosion Control 

Check the appropriate box. 

 No modifications were necessary and no changes to controls were made. 

 The following modifications were made or will be made: 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Significant Exposed Materials/Potential Stormwater Pollutants 

Check the appropriate box. 

 There was no appreciable change in the quantity, type, or location of significant exposed 
materials at the site. 

 The following appreciable change(s) occurred: 

 If the quantity, type or location of significant exposed materials described in Worksheet 1 
has changed, modify the Worksheet by hand and attach a copy to this report.  The text of 
this section would then say: "Changes to the significant exposed materials on the site 
have been made on the attached Worksheet 1. The changes are basically..." 
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Non-Stormwater Discharges 

Check the appropriate box. 

 No non-stormwater discharges were identified during the reporting period. 

 The following non-stormwater discharge(s) were identified and handled as noted: 

Describe the date and location.  Refer to Section 4.0 for more detail. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

BMPs/Structural Controls 

Check the appropriate box. 

 No BMPs or structural controls were added or modified at the facility during the 
reporting period. 

 The following BMPs or structural controls were added or modified: 

 Note the date the change or addition was implemented and describe the new practice.  
See Section 7 for an example of the appropriate level of detail. 
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Outfalls 

Check the appropriate box. 

 No outfalls were added or removed during the past year. 

 The following outfalls were added or removed during the past year: 

Describe the change.  For example, "The southwest corner of the property was regraded 
during the spring; as a consequence, stormwater is no longer discharged through outfall 
002". 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Additional Comments 

  

  

  

  

  

 

Evaluation Completed By: _____________________________________________________ 

Date Evaluation Completed: ___________________________________________________ 

 

Regional Manager Approval: ___________________________________________________ 

 Date Approved: _____________________________________________________________  



 
Spill Prevention, Control, and 

Countermeasures Plan 
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RUSSELL & LEE COUNTIES 
CRAWFORD, ALABAMA 
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REVIEW OF SPCC REGULATORY ELEMENTS CROSS-REFERENCE 
 

Reg Section  Requirement Plan Sections 
112.3 

 
• Reviewed and Certified by P.E  
• SPCC Plan is Available for review  

1.3 
4.3 

112.4 
 

• Spill Reporting Requirements 3 

112.5 
 

• Amended within 6 months of change in spill potential 
(changed tanks, contents, containments, locations, 
designated person, drainage patterns, etc.) 

• Reviewed every 5 years with review statement/log 
• New P.E. Certification for each amendment

1.5 

112.7  Cross-Reference Table provided if not following the sequence 
provided 

 

(a)1  Include a discussion of the facility’s conformance with this part. 1.4 

(a)3  Description of the physical layout of the facility including a 
facility diagram with: 

• Location and contents of each container 
• Include USTs regulated under 40 CFR 280 
• Transfer Stations and connecting pipes 

Discussion must also include: 
• Type of oil in each containers and storage capacity 
• Discharge prevention methods including routine handling 
• Discharge or drainage controls  
• Countermeasures for release 
• Methods of disposal of recovered materials 
• Contact list and phone numbers who must be contacted in 

case of a discharge

Figure 1 

 

 

Sections 2.2 & 2.4 

Section 3 

(a)4  Provide information and procedures to enable a plan reporting a 
discharge to relate the appropriate information. 

Section 3 

Appendix A  

(b)  Prediction for reasonable releases: 
• direction 
• rate 
• total quantity

Section 2.4 

(c)  Appropriate Secondary Containment to prevent discharge Section 2.4 

Appendix B & C 

(d)  If not “c” – specify why it is not practical and develop an Oil Spill 
Contingency Plan with appropriate contracts  

N/A 

(e)  Inspections and Tests 
• Written inspection & Test  procedures and frequencies 
• Inspections/records signed by supervisor or inspector 
• Retained three years

Section 4 
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REVIEW OF SPCC REGULATORY ELEMENTS CROSS-REFERENCE 
 

Reg Section  Requirement Plan Sections 

(f)  Training 

1. Train oil-handling personnel in the O&M of equipment, 
discharge procedures, & laws, rules, and regulations; general 
facility operations, and the SPCC Plan 

2. Designated person for oil prevention accountability & reports 
to management 

3. Annual Briefings for oil-handling personnel covering known 
discharges or failures, malfunctioning components and any 
recently developed precautionary measures.

Section 5 

(g)  Security 

1. Fenced and/or guarded 
2. Valves for outward flow have adequate security to remain in 

the closed position (e.g., locked) 
3. Starter controls locked or inaccessible 
4. Loading/unloading connections capped or blank-flanged 

when not ins service or in standby for extended time 
5. Lighting for: 1)discover of spills 2) prevent vandalism 

Section 6 

(h)  Tank and truck loading/unloading 

1. Containment system for loading area that holds the max 
capacity of largest single tank or compartment or a quick 
drainage system?  

2. Warning system or interlock for hose connections (don’t drive 
off still connected) 

3. Inspect bottom connection points prior to filling and prior to 
departure 

Section 2.4 

Part B (if Petroleum) then 112.8  

Part C (if non-petroleum) than 112.12 

112.8/12(b)  Diked areas restrained by valves and manually activated  
1. Pumps or ejectors must be manually activated and must 

inspect prior to starting pumps 
2. Valves: Flapper type not used: open and closed type used.  If 

not to WWTS, inspect retained storm water before discharge 
3. Drainage from undiked areas to go to pond or catchment basin 

designed to retain oil.  
4. If not like “3” then final discharge of all ditches have 

diversion system to retain oil.

Section 2.4 
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REVIEW OF SPCC REGULATORY ELEMENTS CROSS-REFERENCE 
 

Reg Section  Requirement Plan Sections 
112.8/12(c)  Storage Containers/Tanks 

1. Compatible w/ material stored 
2. Impervious secondary containment large enough ton contain 

largest tank (or 10% of total whichever is larger) plus 
freeboard for precipitation 

3. Drainage of rainwater if :1) normally closed valve 2) 
inspected before discharge 3) drained under supervision 4) 
records kept 

4. Protect Buried tanks 
5. No use of bunkered tanks unless buried portions protected 
6. ASTs integrity tested regular schedule & when make material 

repairs.  Visual inspection must be combined with other 
methods 

7. Internal heating coils discharge monitored 
8. Provide at least one of the following: (i) high level alarms at a 

constantly attended station; (ii) High level pump cutoff 
devices; (iii) direct signal communication between container 
gauge and pumping station; (iv) fast response system for 
determining liquid level (such as digital computer, telepulse, 
or direct vision gauges) with a person present to monitor 
gauges and overall filling during operations.  Note liquid level 
sensing devices must be regularly tested. 

9. Check treatment effluents for potential upsets 
10. Visible oil leaks promptly corrected and accumulated oils 

removed promptly 
11. Mobile or portable positioned to prevent release to Surface 

Water and provide secondary containment. 

Section 2.4, 

Section 4.1 & 4.2 

112.8/12(d)  Transfer Operations: 

1. UST/Exposed pipe examined and fixed if necessary.  
Underground piping must meet 40 CFR 280 requirements 

2. Standby and out of service piping: blind flange or capped and 
label  

3. Design of pipe supports for expansion/contraction/abrasion 
4. Regular examination of all piping, valves, and appurtances.  
5. Vehicular traffic warned to be sure that no vehicle will 

endanger piping or other oil transfer operations

Section 2.4 

112.20(e)  Completed and signed Certification form for Substantial Harm 
Determination 

Appendix A 
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Phenix City, AL 

 
2 

 
 
David McKeown 
 

 
 
Corporate Environmental 

   

   

   

 

Document Control and Revision History 
 

Revision Date: Revision By: Types of Revisions: 

February 2006 J. Patrick (TJA) 2006 NPDES Permit Renewal 

January 2011 J. Patrick (TJA) 2011 NPDES Permit Renewal 

January 2016 J. Patrick (TJA) 2016 NPDES Permit Renewal 

February 2022 J. Patrick (TJA) 2022 NPDES Permit Renewal  

   

   



  SPCC Plan 
                                            Uchee Mine 

1-1 
 

Section 1 
General Information 

1.1  Facility Information 

Company Name: Meridian Brick  
 
Facility Name: Uchee Mine 
 
Facility Street Address:  U.S. Highway 80, Crawford, Alabama 36870 
 
Facility Phone Number: 334-291-9935 
 
Latitude/Longitude: 32°27’36” / 85°07’57”  (Outfall 001E) 
 32°28’03” / 85°08’28”  (Outfall 002E) 
 32°28’05” / 85°08’06”  (Outfall 003E) 
 32°27’53” / 85°08’53”  (Outfall 006P) 
  
River Drainage Basin:   Chattahoochee River 
 
Nearest Surface Water Body: Little Uchee Creek or Unnamed Tributaries of Little 
 Uchee Creek 
 
Distance:  None 
 
Owner:     Meridian Brick LLC 
     6455 Shiloh Road Ste D 
     Alpharetta, GA 30005 
  
  
 The Facility Response Coordinator (or his/her designee) 
is responsible for the Spill Prevention Program, including employee training and awareness 
and coordination with management.  The Facility Response Coordinator (or his/her designee) 
is also responsible for coordinating and leading spill response, spill response training, 
management approvals, and necessary equipment, materials, and outside services. 
 
Facility Response Coordinator: Delbert Enlow  
   Plant Manager 
 Working hours phone number: 334-480-2440 
 Cellular phone number 812-264-9102 
 
First Alternate: Brian Taylor    
 Working hours phone number:  334-480-2448 
 Cellular phone number:  334-664-0615 
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1.4  Purpose of Plan 

This SPCC Plan has been prepared in accordance with the facilities National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit No. AL0058629 and conforms to Title 40 of 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Code of Federal Regulations, Part 112 (40 
CFR 112) for the storage of petroleum fuels/lubricants and other pollutant storage tanks.  A 
cross-reference is included in this SPCC Plan that identifies sections that address each 
requirement in 40 CFR 112. 

The SPCC Plan outlines procedures to prevent the discharge of pollutants into the environment 
and, in particular, to navigable waters of the U.S. (i.e., streams, creeks, rivers, etc.).  This type of 
discharge is specifically prohibited by law if: 

• It affects water quality; 
• It causes a film, sheen, or discoloration of the water itself; 
• It causes a film, sheen, or discoloration upon the water surface; 
• It causes a film, sheen, or discoloration upon the adjoining shorelines; 
• It causes a sludge or emulsion to be deposited beneath the surface of the water; or  
• It causes a sludge or emulsion to be deposited upon adjoining shorelines. 

The SPCC Plan creates mechanisms for response to discharges, aiming to minimize any impact 
to human health, the environment, and employee safety. 

Currently,  the site does not have any bulk storage of fuels or lubricants that are classified in 40 
CFR 112 on this mine site.  A chemical coagulant, (polyaluminum chloride), is used as needed 
for treatment of stormwater runoff that is discharged via permitted NPDES discharge outfalls 
001E, 002E, and 003E.  Equipment (excavators, bulldozers, etc.) that require fueling with 
mobile offsite trucks are also used at the site.  Tanks and their secondary containment systems 
are addressed in Sections 2.2 and 2.4.  
 
1.5  Plan Review and Revisions 

This SPCC Plan must be kept current.  The minimum review and revision requirements are 
listed below: 

1. The SPCC Plan must be amended and recertified by a Professional Engineer (PE) within six 
months of a change in facility design, construction, operation, or maintenance that 
materially affects the facility's potential for the discharge of oil or oil products into the 
environment. 

 
2. The facility must complete a review and evaluation of the SPCC Plan at least once every 

five years.  The review will be documented on a review sheet and placed behind this section.  
As a result of this review and evaluation, the owner or operator shall amend the SPCC Plan 
within six months of the review to include more effective prevention and control technology 
if: (1) Such technology will significantly reduce the likelihood of a spill event from the 
facility and/or (2) if such technology has been field-proven at the time of the review.  Any 
amendment is then required to be certified by a PE. 
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3. The SPCC Plan will be revised more often if: 

• The SPCC Plan fails in an emergency. 
• The Response Coordinator or his/her designee information changes. 
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Section 2 
Facility Description 

 The Uchee Mine is a surface mine for the mining of alluvial clay that is used in the 
manufacture of clay brick.  The facility is approximately 1,180 acres and is located in Russell 
and Lee Counties, near the community of Crawford, Alabama.  The mining at this facility is 
conducted seasonally.  During the seasons when no mining is conducted,  oil or fuel storage 
tanks typically are not stored at this facility; however, when seasonal mining is underway,  
Site personnel and/or its contractors will abide by the procedures in this SPCC Plan. 

The facility location and property boundary are included on Figure 1. 
 
2.1  Facility Drainage 

Facility drainage pathways and control structures are illustrated on the facility diagram included 
in Figure 1.  In general, the site drainage is to the east through three outfalls.  The outfall 
drainages eventually flow into Little Uchee Creek or unnamed tributaries of Little Uchee Creek 
that are part of the Chattahoochee River Drainage Basin through a series of sediment ponds. 
 
2.2  Oil and Chemical Storage Capacity 

 The site does not typically have any petroleum bulk storage containers or tanks equaling or 
exceeding 55-gallons on any of the mine sites.   Seasonal mining subcontractors  may use 
ASTs for diesel storage during mining operations.   The site uses chemical coagulant 
(polyaluminum chloride), as needed, to aid in the removal of colloidal clay-sized particles 
from mine water.  Whenever chemicals or petroleum products stored in drums or AST 
systems are utilized, they will be labeled, managed, inspected and secondary containment 
will be provided in accordance with the SPCC plan.   
 
2.3  Spill History 

The facility has had no reportable oil releases within the past 3 years.  In the event that a 
reportable release of oils or fuels occurs in the future, it will be recorded as outlined in Section 3 
of this report. 
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2.4  Potential Causes of Releases and Preventative Controls 

Spills and releases are most likely the result of equipment failure or operator error as detailed 
below: 

1. Operator error during loading/unloading or refueling operations.  Excavation equipment is 
used for the mining of shale and clay.  This equipment is refueled using mobile fuel 
equipment that is not stored on site.  Potential spills could result from overfills, failure to 
disconnect fuel lines prior to vehicle departure, or a ruptured fuel or hydraulic line on the 
excavation equipment.  Specific procedures have been developed to minimize this potential 
in accordance with the requirements of the Department of Transportation.  These include 
regular periodic inspections, locking valves when not in use, and on-the-job training of 
operators. 

2. Rupture of piping, pressure fittings, or tanks, or another form of equipment failure.  The 
potential for such a release will always exist although it is minimized by using tanks for 
storage that are constructed of materials that are compatible with the material and conditions 
of storage.  The rate and quantity of release would depend on the location of the rupture.  To 
minimize the potential for a significant release, regular inspections and maintenance are 
performed, and noted problems are addressed in a timely manner by repair, replacement, or 
removal of equipment from service. 

3. Small drips, leaks, and spills from lines or valves.  To minimize the potential for a 
release, equipment is inspected regularly, repaired in a timely manner when a problem is 
discovered, and released material is cleaned up upon discovery.  Drainage from future 
diked storage areas will be restrained by locked valves to prevent the unauthorized 
release of materials outside of secondary containment systems. 

Preventative controls for areas with the potential for offsite releases are described in the 
following subsections. 

2.4.1 Fuel Storage  

Fuel stored on site will be contained above ground storage tanks that will be labeled.  
Sufficiently impervious secondary containment for fuel tanks will be provided (See 
Appendix B).   

2.4.2 Chemical Storage 

Chemicals (such as polyaluminum chloride) stored on site will also be contained in above 
ground storage tanks that will be labeled, managed and inspected.  Sufficiently impervious 
secondary containment or spill pallets for chemical tanks will be provided (See Appendix C). 

2.4.3 Mobile Tank Loading and Unloading 

Delivery trucks should be parked with brakes set and wheels blocked before loading and 
unloading begins.  Make sure the tank being loaded is vented before connecting the loading line 
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and that there is sufficient space available within the AST to receive material being transferred.  
Attach ground wire to bumper of tank trailer, if required. 

Place catch pans under tank trailer connections as needed to catch any liquid that may leak 
during the transfer.  Remove the tank trailer unloading line carefully.  If significant leakage 
occurs, contact your supervisor for instructions.  Be sure connections between dispensing and 
receiving tanks are secured before opening the valves for liquid transfer.  Start pump and 
check to be sure there is no leakage at any of the connections or anywhere along the transfer 
lines.  If a leak is present, immediately stop the pump, shut the valves, and repair the leak.  

During loading/unloading, the driver must remain with the vehicle for the entire loading and 
unloading period.  After liquid has been transferred, the driver will stop the pump, close all 
valves, drain and disconnect loading or unloading line, inspect the lowermost drain and all 
outlets of vehicle for leakage and correct as necessary before releasing tank truck. 

No flame of any kind is permitted near the tank trailer or within the vapor area around the tank 
trailer.  Smoking is strictly forbidden within this area.  Only spark-proof tools are to be used. 

2.4.4 Vehicle/Equipment Refueling  

Refueling vehicles and equipment should park adjacent to the pump or mobile fueling truck, 
leaving enough space to walk between the pump and the vehicle.  Dispenser hoses should be 
checked for cracks, holes, or leaks.  The driver must remain with the refueling 
vehicle/equipment at all times while fuel is being dispensed.   

If material is spilled during refueling (no matter how little), refueling will be stopped, pumps 
will be shut down and the release will be reported immediately by notifying the Facility 
Response Coordinator or his/her designee and/or calling the individual listed below.  Posted 
spill response measures should be followed.  Vehicle or equipment should not be moved nor 
should refueling continue until cleared by the following: 
 
Facility Response Coordinator: Plant Manager 
  Delbert Enlow 
 Working hours phone number: 334-480-2440 
 
First Alternate:  
 
  Brian Taylor 
 Working hours phone number:  334-480-2448 
 Cellular phone number:  334-664-0615 
 
 
 
When refueling is completed, the driver should turn off the pump and inspect the site as 
described above. 
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2.5  Future Spill Prevention Plans 

This plan will be updated in accordance with 40 CFR 112 as discussed in Section 1.5.
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Section 3 
Spill Response Plan 

3.1  General Initial Response Measures and Spill Reporting 

The following actions will be the initial response to any spill or release at the facility.  These 
steps do not provide the necessary actions for remediation of a major release; however, they do 
provide guidance to minimize potential damage from a release.  The intent of this SPCC Plan is 
to provide appropriate guidance for response to spills of petroleum products.  However, this 
SPCC Plan may not address all compliance issues for spills covered by regulations mandated by 
laws other than the Clean Water Act (for example, RCRA, CERCLA, or State requirements).  
These guidelines should be followed to the extent possible and practical. 

General guidelines for spill response are outlined in the following numbered items: 
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3.2  Action Checklist 

1. Stop the Source Immediately If possible, stop the source of the spill 
immediately.  Close the valve, shutdown 
pumping, or take whatever actions are 
possible to stop any release.  If conditions 
are hazardous (for example, fire or 
potential explosion), do not approach the 
spill.  If possible, prevent release into 
drainage ditches by covering inlets with a 
rubber mat, berm inlets with clay or other 
material, or lay oil absorbent socks.  

2. Call the Facility Response 
Coordinator: 

 
 
Delbert Enlow 

                         334-480-2440 
 
First Alternate:   

Brian Taylor 
334-480-2448 
334-664-0615 
 
 
 
 

 

Call the Facility Response Coordinator or 
his/her designee.  The Facility Response 
Coordinator (or his/her designee) will 
designate the appropriate personal safety 
equipment that must be worn when 
approaching releases. 

 If safety is not an issue, call other nearby employees for assistance to stop the release. 
Notify the area or shift supervisor as soon as possible. 
 

3. When the Facility Response Coordinator (or his/her designee) arrives, all other 
response actions are to be under his direction.  The Facility Response Coordinator (or 
his/her designee) should then determine the necessary response actions, including 
whether evacuation of parts or all of the facility is necessary for employee safety.  
 

 

In general, the Facility Response Coordinator (or his/her designee) will be required to direct the 
containment of the release and decide on alternative source control if the source of the release 
was not controlled by the person(s) discovering it.  The release should be confined to the 
smallest area possible.  

Use booms, dig diversion trenches, or place absorbent pads to stop the spread.  Take immediate 
action to prevent the spill from reaching offsite or surface waters.  If necessary, block drainage 
downstream of spill to prevent further discharge. 
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The facility personnel will immediately report to the Facility Response Coordinator (or his/her 
designee) all spills of petroleum products: 

• Greater than or equal to 10 gallons, 

• That leave the site property, or 

• That affects surface water (emulsion, sheen, etc.). 

 

The Facility Response Coordinator (or his/her designee) should then immediately 
report the release to one or both of the following environmental managers: 
 
David McKeown – 803-351-0635 (mobile) 
 
Steve Wyse – 423-534-0919 (mobile) 
 
 

 
 

Reportable releases and the respective responses are listed in the table below: 

Reportable Releases - Federal/State Requirement 
Material Spilled Trigger Type of Report 
Petroleum product 25 gallons Oral report to the Alabama 

Department of 
Environmental 
Management (ADEM) 

Gasoline, oil, or pollutants Any spill that affects water 
quality or puts a sheen on 
navigable waters of  U.S. 

Oral and written report to 
state and federal agencies 
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4. If it is determined that an oral spill report is required, the Facility Response Coordinator (or 
his/her designee), with a member of the Corporate Staff, must immediately contact the 
following for reporting: 

• EPA National Response Center 800-424-8802 
• Alabama Department of Environmental Management 334-271-7700 

Others to Contact, If Necessary 

• Local Fire Department 911 
• Local Police Department 911 
• Lee County Emergency Management  334-749-8161 
• Russell County Emergency Management 334-291-5079 
• State Emergency Management Agency 205-280-2200 
• AL State Police 205-322-4691 
• US EPA Region 4 (Atlanta, Georgia) 404-562-8700 

If any of the above-listed agencies are contacted, give as much of the information included 
on the “Spill Information Form” (Appendix A) as possible.  Under all circumstances, 
provide only factual information.  Do not speculate.   

5. If a written report is required, the Facility Response Coordinator (or his/her designee) should 
complete the “Agency Written Report Form” (Appendix A) and submit it to the US EPA 
and the Alabama Department of Environmental Management within 60 days of the release. 

Copies of all such notifications filed will be maintained for 3 years in Appendix A of the 
records copy of the SPCC Plan. 
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3.3  Remedial Action 

Because potential spills can be of a widely varied nature, the range of remedial actions will vary.  
For small spills, leaks, or drips, the remedial action may include removing the contaminated 
material (dirt, booms, or other adsorbents) and placing it in an approved container for 
subsequent treatment or disposal.  Such action should be taken upon discovery of a spill or 
release. 

To prevent a spill or release from being caused by accidental or unknowing entry or vandalism, 
the following security measures may be used: 

1. Locking of direct outward flow valves (containers and secondary containment) in the closed 
position when non-operating or in standby. 

2. Capping or blank-flanging piping when not in service or when in standby for more than 6 
months. 

3. Fueling will be done during daylight hours so adequate lighting for the detection of spills by 
both facility personnel and the general public will be available. 

4. The Mines are gated but not fully fenced due to limited easy access.  Based on this and past 
experience, no additional security measures were deemed necessary. 

A large spill, on the other hand, could result in an extensive cleanup of soil, groundwater, and/or 
surface water and may be beyond the immediately available facility resources. 
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Section 4 
Inspections, Tests, and Records 

An effective inspection (including necessary testing) and maintenance program is critical to 
preventing environmental incidents.  Therefore, the main objectives of such a program should 
be to uncover conditions that could cause breakdowns or failures that could affect the 
environment, and to have a system to adjust, repair, or replace equipment as necessary.  
Incidents and repairs are documented in a records system, and the records are analyzed for 
trends. 

4.1  Inspections 

4.1.1  Equipment 

Equipment is inspected at each shift change, in accordance with the Mine Safety & Health 
Administration (MSHA) regulations.  

4.1.2  Stormwater 

After a storm event, water that has accumulated in secondary containment (if present) will be 
inspected.  If there is an absence of a sheen (or other evidence of a release), the water will be 
released from containment and allowed to flow into the stormwater drainage system or 
evaporate.  If a sheen is noted, the water will not be released, but will be treated or pumped 
from the containment and managed offsite in accordance with ADEM guidelines and 
regulations.  A form to record the release to the ground or stormwater system is provided as 
Appendix D. 

4.2  Integrity Testing 

Since above ground fuel storage tanks are used seasonally, integrity testing of tanks, piping, 
supports, foundations, and containment units (if present) will be performed during daily 
inspections of mine personnel.  If problems are identified with the tank or fuel dispensing 
system, it will be promptly repaired or removed from the site. 
 
4.3  Record Keeping 

All records generated with this Plan (that is, spill notifications, inspection worksheets, 
integrity testing results, and training records) are maintained at the Phenix City plant  office 
located at: 1501 Brickyard Rd., Phenix City, AL 36869.
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Section 5 
Personnel Training 

Appropriate personnel (including but not limited to the oil-handling employees) at the facility 
will be trained in:  
 
• General facility operations, 
• The laws and regulations regarding spills, releases, and pollution control, 
• The contents of the SPCC Plan,  
• Spill response protocols, and 
• The operation and maintenance of equipment to prevent discharges.  
 
The level of detail for employee training will depend on the person's level of responsibility 
for oil handling and spill control.  Oil-handling personnel with the day-to-day responsibility 
for spill prevention and response will be given the greatest degree of training.  This may 
include "dry-run" exercises to ensure that they thoroughly understand spill prevention and 
response. 
 
Spill prevention and response training will be conducted at least annually for all appropriate 
personnel.  Informal briefings will be held periodically through the year to update employees 
on changes in the regulations, laws, or in-house procedures and to discuss any failures of the 
system or any new precautionary measures. 

Training records will be maintained with the SPCC Plan in Appendix D for 5 years.  If any 
training records for the facility are maintained in another filing system, this will be noted in 
Appendix D. 
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Section 6 
Security 

To prevent a spill or release caused by accidental or unknowing entry or vandalism, the 
following security measures may be used: 

5. Restricting access to the mine property via gated entrances that are locked when the 
facility is not manned. 

6. When seasonal ASTs are on the property any drain valves will be locked (containers and 
secondary containment). 

7. Capping or blank-flanging piping when not in service or when in standby for more than 
6 months. 

8. Fueling will be done during daylight hours so adequate lighting for the detection of 
spills by both facility personnel and the general public will be available. 

9. Upon the conclusion of seasonal mining, all fuel storage tanks, if present, will be 
emptied and removed from the mine site. 

 



  SPCC Plan 
                                            Uchee Mine 

 
 

FIGURE 





  SPCC Plan 
                                            Uchee Mine 

 
 

APPENDICES 



  SPCC Plan 
                                            Uchee Mine 

 
 

Appendix A 
 

Spill Information and Agency Written Report Forms
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Spill Information Form 
 

Exact Facility Address and Telephone Number: 
 
  –  
Uchee Mine 
U.S. Highway 80 
Crawford, AL 36870 
  334-480-2440 (Delbert Enlow) 
Spill Date and Time:   

Type of Material Spilled (for example, No. 2 Fuel Oil):   

Estimated Quantity Spilled:   

Estimated Quantity Entering Navigable Waters (not facility drainage):  

Source of Spill:   

Description of Affected Area (for example, spill covered dirt area 80 feet long by 20 feet 
wide): 

   

   

Cause of Spill:  

   

Injuries or Damages:   

   

Corrective Actions Taken:   

   

Evacuation Needed?   

Names of Other Parties Contacted:   

   

Names of Other Parties to be Contacted:   
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Agency Written Report Form 
 

Name and Address of Facility: 

Uchee Mine 
U.S. Highway 80  
Crawford, AL  36870 
 
Owner Name and Address Information: 

Meridian Brick 
6455 Shiloh Road Ste D 
Alpharetta, GA 30005 
 
Date of Initial Facility Operation: Early 1950’s 

Maximum and Average Daily Storage and Handling Capacity of the Facility: To be listed 
if facility is equipped with bulk storage tanks or drums 

Description of the Facility, Including Maps and a Flow Diagram of the Facility Oil 
Handling Units: See attached current copy of SPCC Plan 

Date of Spill or Release: _________________________________________________ 

Quantity and Type of Material Spill or Release:   

   

Cause of Spill or Release:   

   

   

Corrective Action(s) Taken:   

   

   

Measure(s) Taken to Minimize Recurrence:   

   

  



 

 
 

Appendix B 
 

Typical SPCC Secondary Containment for Fuel Storage





 

 
 

Appendix C 
 

Quarterly Inspection Checklist and Stormwater Release Form
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Quarterly Inspection Checklist 
 

 Uchee Mine 

Inspector: Date: 

Item No. Item Yes No Comments/Resolution of Problems 

Note:  For any item answered "No", describe in the right hand column. 

SPCC INSPECTION 

1 Excavator Diesel Tank    

2 Other Equipment    

3 Are spill response materials sufficient?    
DRUM STORAGE AREAS 

 
• Are all drums located within a secondary containment system? 
• If some drums are not within secondary containment, are there 

fewer than 5 total and in active use in mining processes? 
• Are drums intact and free of releases?  If not, describe any 

leakage. 
• Are drums stacked or stored according to manufacturers' 

recommendations? 
• Are drums closed/sealed when not in use? 
• Is the secondary containment system free of cracks, holes, or 

other breaches? 
• Are containment release valves closed and operating properly? 
• Are stormwater releases from containment being properly 

documented? 
• Is water in containment free of any sheen? 
• Are the contents of each drum clearly labeled? 
• Are the containment units clean and free of debris or other 

material? 
 

ABOVEGROUND PETROLEUM PRODUCT 
STORAGE TANKS 

• Are tanks, supports, and foundations free of excessive rust 
or other signs of compromised tank integrity?  

• Are all tanks clearly labeled? 
• Are all areas free of any evidence of a release? 
• Are all pumps, valves, hoses, piping, etc. intact and 

operating properly? 
• Is the secondary containment system free of cracks, holes, 

or other breaches? 
• Are containment release valves closed, locked, and 

operating properly? 
• Are stormwater releases from containment being properly 

documented? 
• Is water in secondary containment free of an oil sheen? 

 
GENERAL 

• Are all areas of oil and fuel storage in the SPCC plan still 
accurate? 

• Is the spill response equipment in place at the designated 
sites? 

• Are the effluents free of any evidence (by sheen or 
emulsion) of oil? 

4 
Are effluents free of an indication of an oil 

or fuel release? 
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Stormwater Release Form 
 

 Uchee Mine 

Date of  
Release 

Area Released 
from 

Quantity Released
to Drainage 

  Description of Water (only stormwater, sheen, etc.) 
  If sheen is present, describe treatment or disposal used Initials 
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Appendix D 
 

Environmental Training Records
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Environmental Training Records 
 

 - Uchee Mine 
 
 
Date:                     Instructor:                                               
 
 
Course Title: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Attendees:  

Name Name 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Topics covered include: 
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