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Clarke, Wilcox, and Monroe Counties, AL 

SRF Project No. FS010404-01 

July 17, 2025 

The Alabama Department of Environmental Management has made $743,505.00 in financial 
assistance available to the CWM Water Authority utilizing funds from the Drinking Water State 
Revolving Fund Bipartisan Infrastructure Loan (DWSRF - BIL) program. In accordance with State 
and Federal regulations that govern the program, the Alabama Department of Environmental 
Management has conducted a review to assess the potential impacts upon the environment that may 
result from implementation of this project. 

CWM Water Authority proposes to upgrade water meters.  The proposed project would replace 
existing manual read meters with new Automatic Meter Read (AMR) water meters for all customers 
served by CWM Water Authority. The proposed project will reduce unaccounted water and O&M 
costs, increase accuracy of billing operations, and improve safety for the water system staff.    

The Alabama Department of Environmental Management has determined that the project qualifies for 
a Categorical Exclusion (CE) from further environmental study under the guidelines specified by the 
State Environmental Review Process (SERP) which specifically include actions which are solely 
directed toward minor rehabilitation of existing facilities, functional replacement of equipment, or 
towards the construction of new ancillary facilities adjacent or appurtenant to existing facilities. 
However, this decision may be reconsidered if significant adverse information concerning the potential 
environmental impacts of the project is discovered. 

Comments related to this project should be submitted in writing to Mrs. Kelly Bibb, SRF Section, 
Permits and Services Division, Alabama Department of Environmental Management, Post Office Box 
301463, Montgomery, Alabama 36130-1463, no later than 30 days after the date of this public notice. 
The Alabama Department of Environmental Management will not take formal action to proceed with 
the project without carefully evaluating any public comments opposing the project. 

Sincerely, 

Jeffery W. Kitchens, 
Acting Director 

JWK/MDM/KMB/kbh 

Attachment 



CWM Water Authority 
SRF# FS010404-01 

The Categorical Exclusion is promulgated in the State Environmental Review Process (SERP) in Part 
IV, Section B: Categorical Exclusions for Clean Water State Revolving Fund Projects: (Italicized 
sections apply.)  

1. The following clean water projects are eligible for categorical exclusions:

a. Actions which are solely directed toward minor rehabilitation of existing facilities,
functional replacement of equipment, or towards the construction of new ancillary
facilities adjacent or appurtenant to existing facilities;

b. Actions which do not affect the degree of treatment or capacity of the existing facility
including, but not limited to, infiltration and inflow corrections, replacement of
existing mechanical equipment or structures, and the construction of small structures
on existing sites;

c. Actions which are for minor upgrading and minor expansion of existing treatment
works in sewered communities with a population less than 10,000;

d. Actions where on-site technologies are proposed in unsewered communities of less
than 10,000;

e. Construction of new wastewater collection systems for existing communities, only if
ancillary or appurtenant to existing facilities;

f. Projects where funding is being provided for planning and/or engineering costs only
(in which case the requirements of IV.B.1 a-f do no apply)

2. In order to determine if a clean water project is eligible for a CE, all of the following
conditions must not apply:

a. The action is known or expected to have a significant effect on the quality of the
human environment, either individually, cumulatively over time, or in conjunction
with other federal, State, local, tribal or private actions.

b. The action is known or expected to adversely impact:
(1) Cultural resources areas such as archaeological and historical sites,
(2) Endangered or threatened species and their critical habitats,
(3) Environmentally important natural resources areas such as floodplains,

wetlands, important farmlands, or aquifer recharging zones.
c. This action is known (or expected not) to be cost-effective or to cause significant

public controversy.
d. The facilities to be provided will:

(1) Create a new, or
(2) Significantly relocate an existing discharge to surface or ground waters.

e. The facilities will result in more than 30% increases in the volume of discharge or the
loading of pollutants from an existing source or from new facilities to receiving
waters.

f. The facilities would provide capacity to serve a population 30% higher than the anticipated
design population.




















