
CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION FROM ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

Municipal Utilities Board of the City of Albertville 
Marshall County 

SRF Project No. FS010060-03 

July 23, 2025 

The Alabama Department of Environmental Management has made $4,000,000 in financial assistance available 
to the Municipal Utilities Board of the City of Albertville utilizing funds from the 
Drinking Water State Revolving Fund program.  In accordance with State and Federal regulations that govern 
the program, the Alabama Department of Environmental Management has conducted a review to assess the 
potential impacts upon the environment that may result from implementation of this project. 

The Municipal Utilities Board of the City of Albertville proposes improvements to the Albertville Water 
Treatment Plant (WTP) and its drinking water distribution system.  The proposed project consists of the 
construction of a new clearwell, installation of a new backwash pump with associated piping system.  
Demolition of similar existing facilities as well as an outdated storage reservoir is proposed for locating the 
new facilities.  New cast-iron water mains will be installed to replace existing 6-inch to 12-inch ductile iron 
water distribution and transmission mains in the Beulah Road and Portwood Drive areas.   Completion of this 
project will provide increased finished water storage capacity as well as increased water quality per the 
redundancy added to the water treatment process.  Additionally, increased reliability will be obtained within 
the water distribution system from the proposed improvements. 

The Alabama Department of Environmental Management has determined that the project qualifies for a 
Categorical Exclusion (CE) from further environmental study under the guidelines specified by the State 
Environmental Review Process (SERP) which specifically include actions which are solely directed toward 
minor rehabilitation of existing facilities, functional replacement of equipment, or towards the construction of 
new ancillary facilities adjacent or appurtenant to existing facilities. However, this decision may be 
reconsidered if significant adverse information concerning the potential environmental impacts of the project 
is discovered. 

Comments relative to this project should be submitted in writing to Ms. Corynella L. Price, SRF Section, 
Permits and Services Division, Alabama Department of Environmental Management, Post Office Box 301463, 
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-1463, no later than 30 days after the date of this public notice. The Alabama 
Department of Environmental Management will not take formal action to proceed with the project without 
carefully evaluating any public comments opposing the project. 

Sincerely,                                                                                  

Jeffery W. Kitchens 
Acting Director 

JWK/MDM/CLP/kmb 
Attachment 



Municipal Utilities Board of the City of Albertville 
SRF# FS010060-03 

The Categorical Exclusion is promulgated in the State Environmental Review Process (SERP) in Part 
IV, Section C: Categorical Exclusions for Drinking Water State Revolving Fund Projects: (Italicized 
sections apply.) 

1. The following drinking water projects are eligible for categorical exclusions:

a. Actions intended solely for minor rehabilitation, functional replacement, or ancillary
facilities adjacent or appurtenant to existing facilities.

b. Minor construction, including:
(1) New wells or replacement wells for water supply purposes if ancillary to the existing

system;
(2) Improvements not intended to increase capacity of the system;
(3) Facilities for the disinfection of public water supplies;
(4) Facilities such as looping that will result solely in the provision of adequate public

water system pressure;
(5) Construction of water tanks;
(6) Construction of new water lines in previously disturbed areas within one mile of the

existing distribution system.

c. Projects where funding is being provided for planning and/or engineering costs only (in
which case the requirements of IV.C.1.a-d do not apply).

2. In order to determine if a drinking water project is eligible for a CE, all of the following must
not apply: 

a. The action is known or expected to directly or indirectly adversely impact any of the
following:

(1) Cultural or historical resources;
(2) Endangered or Threatened Species and/or their critical habitats;
(3) Environmentally important natural resource areas such as floodplains, wetlands,

prime agricultural land, or aquifer recharge zones.

b. The action is not cost effective.
c. The action will cause significant public controversy.
d. The action will create a new or expanded surface drinking water source.

This project complies with the above requirements and has been determined to be eligible for a 
Categorical Exclusion. 



ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

THE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE 
www.ahc.alabama.gov 

Tel: 334-242-3184 

Fax: 334-242-1083 
468 South Perry Street 

Montgomery, Alabama 36130-0900 

Lisa D. Jones 

Executive Director 

State Historic Preservation Officer 

January 29, 2024 

Jacob Arney 

2100 River Haven Drive Suite 100 

Birmingham, AL  35244 

Re:  AHC 24-0340 

 Albertville WTP Improvements 

 Marshall County 

Dear Mr. Arney: 

We concur with the above referenced project provided all construction activities will occur within existing and 

previously disturbed highway right-of-way and/or other previously disturbed areas.  For the purposes of this letter, 

previous disturbance is defined as mechanical disturbance to either culturally sterile subsoil, or the maximum depth 

of the proposed undertaking.  It should be noted that agricultural plowing does not typically meet this threshold of 

disturbance, nor do previously undisturbed portions of the ROW that require clearing of additional vegetation. Any 

area that is to be involved and does not fall into one of the above categories will require a cultural resource 

assessment by a professional archaeologist.  Submit the resulting report to our office for review and determination 

prior to project initiation.   

Consultation with the State Historic Preservation Office does not constitute consultation with Tribal Historic 

Preservation Offices, other Native American tribes, local governments, or the public.  If archaeological materials are 

encountered during construction, the procedures codified at 36 CFR 800.13(b) will apply. Archaeological materials 

consist of any items, fifty years old or older, which were made or used by man. These items include but are not 

limited to, stone projectile points (arrowheads), ceramic sherds, bricks, worked wood, bone and stone, metal, and 

glass objects. The federal agency or the applicant receiving federal assistance should contact our office immediately. 

If human remains are encountered, the provisions of the Alabama Burial Act (Code of Alabama 1975, §13A-7-23.1, as 

amended; Alabama Historical Commission Administrative Code Chapter 460-X-10 Burials) should be followed. This 

stipulation shall be placed on the construction plans to ensure contractors are aware of it. 

We appreciate your commitment to helping us preserve Alabama’s historic archaeological and architectural 

resources.  Should you have any questions, please contact Amanda McBride at 334.230.2692 or 

Amanda.McBride@ahc.alabama.gov.  Have the AHC tracking number referenced above available and include it with 

any future correspondence.   

Sincerely, 

Lee Anne Hewett 

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 

LAH/AMH/nj 

MAR  25 2024

mailto:Amanda.McBride@ahc.alabama.gov


DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS, NASHVILLE DISTRICT 

WESTERN REGULATORY FIELD OFFICE 
2424 DANVILLE ROAD SW 

SUITE N 
DECATUR AL  35603 

January 26, 2024 

SUBJECT:  File No. LRN-2024-00040; Municipal Utilities Board of Albertville, DWSRF 
Project Number: FS010060-03, Watersheds of Unnamed Tributary of Short Creek Mile 1.3 
Left Bank, and Unnamed Tributaries of Turkey Creek; Tributaries of Tennessee River Mile 
360.5 Left Bank, Marshall County, Alabama.  

Mr. Jacob Arney 
Krebs Engineering 
2100 River Haven Drive, Suite 100 
Birmingham, Alabama 35244 

Dear Mr. Arney: 

     This is in response to your January 25, 2024, request for our comments regarding the 
subject project. 

     The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) has regulatory responsibilities pursuant to 
Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C. 403) and Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344).  Under Section 10, the USACE regulates all work in, or 
affecting, navigable waters of the U.S.  Under Section 404, the USACE regulates the 
discharge of dredged and/or fill material into waters of the U.S. (33 CFR Part 328). 

     A review of the information provided indicates the subject activity would not involve 
work in wetlands/waters of the U.S.; therefore, a Department of the Army permit would not 
be required.   

     We understand the project proposal may not have specific design plans at this time, 
and this inquiry is an initial review to obtain grant funds.  We have no objections to the 
applicant receiving grant funds for the proposal.  

     If you have questions regarding this matter, please contact me at the above address 
or telephone (256) 350-5620.  Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on 
this proposed project. 

Sincerely, 

William Eric Sinclair 
Project Manager, West Branch 
Regulatory Division 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

MAR  25  2024
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United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
Alabama Ecological Services Field Office 
1208 B Main Street 
Daphne, Alabama 36526-4419 

Sent Via Email: alabama@fws.gov 

Re: Municipal Utilties Board of Albertville, Alabama 
Drinking Water State Revolving Fund Project Review and Concurrence 
DWSRF Project Number: FS010060-03 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Project Code: 2024-0032980 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The Municipal Utilities Board of Albertville, Alabama, has applied for an ADEM Drinking Water 
State Revolving Fund Loan to fund the cost associated with an improvements project at their 
water treatment plant and in areas of their distribution system. As part of the application process, 
ADEM requires that we notify you concerning this project. We have enclosed the documentation 
generated by the IPaC service, as well as a brief project description and supporting documents 
to provide additional context. We do not believe that any Determination Keys are applicable to 
this project. 

We hereby request, on behalf of the Municipal Utilities Board of Albertville, that the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service evaluate the effect of this project on any endangered species, threatened species, 
or their critical habitats. 

We look forward to receiving your written concurrence with the proposed project. If you have any 
questions or need any additional information, please contact us. 

Sincerely yours, 

Krebs Engineering, Inc. US. Fish and Wildlife Service 
1208-B Main Street- Daphne, Alabama 36526

By�-

Eng1neer 

Phone: 251-441-5181 Fax: 251-441-6222

No federally listed species/critical habitat are_ kn?wn to_occur in the project 
area. As described, the project will have no s1gmficant impact on fish and 
wildlife resources. IF PROJECT DESIGN CHANGES ARE MADE, 
PLEASE SUBMIT NEW PLANS FOR REVIEW. We recommend use of
best management practices specific to your project (�ee 

cc: Krebs File No. 23042 

htl 1,./1\\ \ 11.t\b.!!.II\, ro ell, hc�l-llhllla"O:lll�llt- r·1\.lll.:cvo24mll ). 

William rvtsor 
Field Supervisor 
Alabama Ecoloizical Servi..._cr,,....Fi=c=ld�O-ffi=ee�-----

2100 River Haven Drive Suite 100 Birmingham, AL 35244 P 205.987.7411 KrebsEng.com 

BIRMINGHAM HUNTSVILLE MONTGOMERY NEWNAN 

MAR  25 2024
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jacob.arney

From: Falco, John Michael <jfalco@tva.gov>
Sent: Thursday, January 25, 2024 11:57 AM
To: jacob.arney
Cc: Scott Lee
Subject: RE: Letter of Concurrence - MUB of Albertville, AL - ADEM DWSRF
Attachments: Final_Albertville WTP Project Package_TVA.pdf

Mr. Arney,  

This responds to your January 25, 2024 request for review of the Albertville Water Treatment Plant planned facility upgrades. 

We understand that you are requesƟng to demoliƟon the inoperable 1 MG cast-in-place clearwell and the construcƟon of a 
new 2 MG clearwell in its stead. Associated yard piping addiƟons and modificaƟons will also be included in this project's scope, 
which will be isolated to the project area (immediately adjacent to the new clearwell). AddiƟonally, the applicaƟon has been 
updated to include distribuƟon system improvements. 

Upon review, it has been determined that the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) jurisdicƟon does not extend over the proposed 
sites.  As no changes are proposed to the daily intake or discharge of the facility, nor the intake pipe structures located within 
TVA jurisdicƟon, TVA has no objecƟon to the work as proposed on the aƩached plans.  

TVA Water Supply was consulted with your plans and saw no need for an updated permit. 

If you have any quesƟons regarding the informaƟon requested or the proposed plans change from the submiƩed design, 
please let me know at jfalco@tva.gov. 

Please note that our offices cannot accommodate walk-in visitors. Meetings are by appointment only. To more quickly 
begin the review of your request for a Section 26a permit or to learn more about TVA, please apply online or visit 
TVA.com. All hard copy applications should be mailed to: Tennessee Valley Authority, 400 West Summit Hill Drive, WT 
11D-K, Knoxville, TN 37902. 

John Falco 
Program Manager, Central-West Region 
Reservoir Land Use and Permitting 

W. 256-932-6152 E. jfalco@tva.gov
3941 Brasher Chapel Road, Guntersville Alabama 35976

Public Land Information Center (tva.com) is your single source for questions about public land topics. 1-800-882-
5263 between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. Eastern (7 a.m. and 5 p.m. Central) or email plic@tva.gov. 

NOTICE: This electronic message transmission contains information that may be TVA SENSITIVE, 
TVA RESTRICTED, or TVA CONFIDENTIAL. Any misuse or unauthorized disclosure can result in 
both civil and criminal penalties. If you are not the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure, 
copying, distribution, or use of the content of this information is prohibited. If you have received this 
communication in error, please notify me immediately by email and delete the original message. 

MAR  25 2024



Area Agency on Aging • Economic Development District • Regional Planning Agency 

Connie Spears 
President 

James Lucas 
Vice President 

John Myers 
Secretary 

Bob Joslin 
Treasurer 

  Larry Chesser 
 Ex-Officio 

Phone: 

256-830-0818

Fax: 

256-830-0843

PO 1087 

 Huntsville, AL 35807 Tarcog.us 

Michelle Gilliam Jordan, FAICP | Executive Director 

01/24/24 

Elden Chumley, General Manager 

Municipal Utilities Board of Albertville 

P.O. Box 130 (210 W. Main Street) 

Albertville, Alabama 35950 

CLEARINGHOUSE MEMO 

RE: Marshal County: Municipal Utilities Board of Albertville:  Alabama Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) 

Environmental review Document (EID): Project to provide additional finished water storage at the treatment plant through 

clearwell/storage and treatment upgrades, and distribution/pipe/line upgrades . All actions will take place on previously 

disturbed lands and/or Utility property.  

The Clearinghouse of the Top of Alabama Regional Council of Governments’ Board of Directors, in accordance with 

Executive Order 12372 and State Executive Order Eight, met on 01/23/24 and reviewed the above-referenced Action. 

Per the submitted and review materials, the proposed sites/upgrades and construction are all in/on either Board owned 

property/facilities, and/or previously environmentally disturbed and documented public ROW. The submitted project will 
upgrade the system in terms of storage capacity, and treatment to enhance meeting public safety standards. In addition to 

following all associated ADEM and Federal Guidelines, Construction Best Management Practices (CBMPs) will be 

required to be provided and maintained by the contractor and will be included in all Construction Contract Documents. 

The project is based on a professionally prepared engineering analysis, and this review assumes the above facts and, that 

the Project’s associated EID finds that the execution of the above listed activities all meet ADEM/EPA environmental 

guidelines. The project’s activities will upgrade the system’s overall storage capacity, and enhance public health related 
reliability standards, both actions deemed desirable and necessary goals.  

This project is consistent with the Albertville MUB’s long-term goal to provide safe and reliable water services to its 
customers while maintaining compliance with applicable environmental agency regulations. We therefore find this project 

to be in conformance with, and support of, critical utility service needs recognized in water service utility planning efforts 

within the TARCOG region, and we concur with, and endorse this water system upgrade project. If we can be of further 

assistance, please contact us. 

Sincerely, 

D. C. Schafer
Area-wide Clearinghouse 

Cc: Jacob Arney, E.I., Krebs Engineering, Inc. 

MAR  25 2024
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