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Development Progress eWater Portal

Phase 1 efforts:
 A website, database, and Laserfiche application has been developed

 eWater Administration Portal is complete

 Laserfiche infrastructure complete

 Workflow processes, forms, and PDF templates completed

 eWater Portal is fully integrated with Laserfiche application



Development Progress eWater Portal (continued)

Phase 2
• Enhanced GIS Integration

• Improved User Administration Functionality

• Guided External User Declaration of Beneficial 
Use (DBU) Application Process

• Guided External User Annual Reporting Process

• Development of User Training Videos

• Enhanced User Communication Capability

• Development of Data Reporting Platform

 Completion date – October 2024



Development Progress eWater Portal 
(continued)

Phase 2 development is complete
 All systems are in production

 Final production testing underway



Glimpse of eWater Portal



Glimpse of eWater Portal

 Email based registration system
• Users will be able to use existing email accounts
• Email associated with ADEM
OWR will create initial accounts before launch and provide 
them to users



Glimpse of eWater Portal



Glimpse of eWater Portal



Glimpse of eWater Portal

• Looks like current paper 
DBU forms

• Collecting new information:

• PWSID Number

• NAICS Code

• Subcategory

• Primary County



Glimpse of eWater Portal



Glimpse of eWater Portal (cont.)
• Enhanced GIS mapping integration for populating location information

• Is available for all entity types (GW,SW,DC, and Bulk Sales and 
Purchases



Glimpse of eWater Portal (cont.)

17

Issued Certificates will be emailed to registered users 
after approval



Glimpse of eWater Portal



Glimpse of eWater Portal (cont.)
Annual Use



 User can enter data directly into portal

 Allows for user to enter previous years 
data or any missing year data

 Advanced error checking
 Checks that Average and Peak Withdrawal is 

less than Maximum Withdrawal Capacity on 
COU

 Checks that the Average Withdrawal is less 
than the Peak Daily Withdrawal

Glimpse of eWater Portal (cont.)
Annual Use



Next Steps
 Final rollout for Internal Administrative users 

• Data refresh
 Portal and Laserfiche Repository 

• Switch-over from legacy eWater to new eWater Portal

 Creation of eWater webpage 
• Links to training videos and other information

Development Progress eWater Portal (continued)



Annual Use Paper Forms



Summary

eWater 2.0 will
Provide long-term support for the management of the 
Water Use Program

 Improve the quality of the data

Allow external Certificate holders access to information 
and data

 Improve efficiency and customer support



Drought
Planning and 

Response





Plan provides the basic operating guidelines for 
responding to droughts 

Last revised on November 30, 2018
Required review every five years in accordance with the 

Alabama Drought Planning and Response Act 

Alabama Drought Plan History



Drafts were distributed to MIG members including: 
AWRC / State Climatologist /  TVA / Alabama Power / 
PowerSouth / SWCC / GSA / ADEM

OWR has received comments from MIG for proposed 
revisions

Monthly updates are provided to the MIG group as 
proposed revisions are evaluated

Meeting of ADAPT will be scheduled to adopt revised 
Drought Plan

Drought Plan Update Process



 Updated Acronym List
 Updated meeting procedures to comply with Open Meetings Act
 Updated ACT Master Water Control Manual to most recent version 

(April of 2022)
 Revised PowerSouth System Management, Overview of Facilities 
 Revised Red Flag Warning criteria
 Added additional information weather links
 Updated Monitoring Information for drought conditions
 Added a section for Flash Drought
 Updated Attachment 7 map to reflect ACF Master Water Control 

Manual update
 Expanded MIG meeting procedures
 Defined MIG Members

Alabama Drought 
Management Plan Update



Drought Management Plan
 Current plan can be found at 

https://adeca.alabama.gov/drought/alabama-drought-plan/



Current Alabama 
Drought 

Declaration

September 25, 
2024

Public entities 
must report any 
drought actions 

to OWR



Summary
Alabama has a successful and robust drought 

planning and response program
Focus is on communication and coordination of 

conditions, impacts, and forecasts
Current focus is on the update of the Alabama 

Drought Management Plan.  
OWR website maintains updated drought 

information



Questions?

Michael Harper
Alabama Office of Water Resources

Email:  water@adeca.alabama.gov

Web: water.alabama.gov

Phone: Toll Free 1-877-ALAWATER

(1-877-252-9283) or (334) 242-5499

FAX: (334) 242-0776


