
Issuing Divison: Land Branch: GHWB and IHWB

# Days from complete applica  on to issuance: 1 (minimum)  365 (maximum)

ADEM Contact Person: Stephen A. Cobb Phone: 334-271-7739

Hazardous Waste Emergency Permit 

SPECIAL FORM OF TSD PERMIT: In the event the Department fi nds an imminent and substanƟ al 
endangerment to human health or the environment, the Department may issue a temporary 
emergency permit to (1) a non-permiƩ ed facility to allow treatment, storage, or disposal of hazardous 
waste or, (2) to a permiƩ ed facility to allow treatment, storage, or disposal of a hazardous waste not 
covered by an eff ecƟ ve permit.  An emergency permit may be oral or wriƩ en.  The emergency permit 
applicaƟ on requirements are tailored to the specifi c emergency and may include wriƩ en or oral 
informaƟ on provided to the Department by the applicant or emergency management personnel. 

Department fi nds an imminent and substanƟ al endangerment to human health or the environment.

before construc  on  before opera  on  before discharge

The approval Ɵ me for an emergency permit is proporƟ onal to the hazard posed by the waste.  If the 
waste is in a stable state then the Department may review available data and plans associated with 
the treatment, storage, and disposal.  If the waste poses an imminent endangerment then the 
emergency permit approval may be within one day or less.

No.

Generally and Ɵ me-permiƫ  ng, the Department would receive or collect the following informaƟ on 
prior to issuing an emergency permit:  Name and locaƟ on of the proposed emergency TSD facility; A 
brief descripƟ on of the wastes involved; A brief descripƟ on of the proposed methods of treatment, 
storage, or disposal; IdenƟ fi caƟ on of the personnel or organizaƟ on performing the treatment, stor-
age, and/or disposal and the safety procedures and (if necessary) transportaƟ on routes.  Once the 
informaƟ on is determined to be complete then a 45-day public noƟ ce is issued to allow for public 
comments.  Once all comments are addressed, the Department may issue an emergency permit for a 
maximum of 90 days. Most emergency permits are issued in response to an imminent and substanƟ al 
endangerment to human health or the environment that will not allow for a review of a wriƩ en emer-
gency permit request or a 45-day public noƟ ce prior to treatment, storage or disposal.  Many of these 
emergency permits are completed orally and must be followed in fi ve days by a wriƩ en emergency 
permit.  A 45-day public noƟ ce would be issued aŌ er the danger is eliminated explaining the acƟ on 
authorized and reasons for authorizing it.

$0

1 to 90 days

Yes  No Length of no  ce:  45 days

     Yes  No Departmental discre  on/based on comments

Descrip  on:

When is a permit required?

Permit is required

Notes on approval  meline:

Local approval required? 

Applica  on procedure:

Base permit fee:

Addi  ve fees (explain):

Term of permit:

Public no  ce required?

Public hearing required?

Addi  onal Informa  on:

Forms Required
Form # Form Name Applicability/Notes
n/a


