Water Well Standards Program
Where We Have Been and Where We are Headed
By Joseph A. Brewer

In the 1970’s, the Water Well Standards Act (which required well drillers to be
licensed) was passed. In 1977, the Water Well Standards Act was amended exempting
Baldwin County from the provisions of the Act. As mandated by the Alabama
Environmental Management Act, the functions of the Alabama Water Well Standards
Board were transferred to the Alabama Department of Environmental Management on
October 1, 1982. Based on the authority mandated in the Alabama Environmental
Management Act to protect public health and general welfare of the people of the State of
Alabama, the Department promulgated the Division 9 — Water Well Standards Program
regulations. These regulations cover licensing of well drillers, reporting of drilled wells,
and well construction standards.

In fiscal year 1997, the Department issued 149 well driller licenses, received
$29,800.00 for license fees, received documentation on 1,417 wells drilled, investigated
nine well complaints including four unlicensed well drillers, administered 24 exams,
issued seven Notice of Violation letters, held one Compliance Agreement meeting, and
referred two cases to the ADEM Office of General Counsel. The Department issued one
Administrative Order, and one subpoena was received for the inspector to testify as a
witness in Small Claims Court regarding a well complaint. The Judge ruled in favor of
the homeowner. One complaint remains unresolved and one administrative action is
pending.

Department representatives met with representatives of the Alabama Ground
Water Association (AGWA), at its request, to provide input on making proposed rule
changes to the existing regulations. At the AGWA meeting in Birmingham, Alabama on
February 15, 1997, members of AGWA voted not to pursue any rule changes to the
Water Well Standards Program regulations at that time.

The Water Well Standards Program involves working with drillers who apply for
a new or a renewal license, reviewing and recording the Report of Drilled Well forms
into the data system, coordinating complaint investigations, and making legal referrals.
New aspects of the program include visiting as many well drillers as possible and
updating and reorganizing the filing system. The files will be categorized as they relate
to different aspects of the program. Maintaining accurate files on complaints, on
unlicensed well drillers, and on NGWA examinations will enhance the enforcement
program. In addition, the Department plans to utilize a certified geologist to investigate
and provide written reports on well complaints that can not be readily resolved as a result
of the initial investigation.

The Department is dedicated to an efficient, strong, and consistent enforcement
policy regarding the Water Well Standards Program.
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