
 

 

 
Chapter 4 Wetlands 
 
 
 
 
 
4.1 Alabama Wetland Management Programs 
 
Alabama’s coastal counties contain approximately 271,000 acres of wetlands, based upon 
ADEM’s 305(b) report for 2002. This acreage represents 12.5% of the total acreage of the 
designated Alabama Coastal Nonpoint Pollution Control Program (ACNPCP) Management 
Area. Alabama recognizes the function of coastal wetlands and the important role they play to 
reduce Nonpoint Source (NPS) impacts and improve coastal water quality. 
 
In addition, approximately 400,000 acres of coastal streams and estuarine waters, comprising 
18% of the ACNPCP Management Area, are contained within the geographic area of Mobile 
and Baldwin counties. These coastal waters possess a large number of wetland, riparian and 
shoreline vegetative buffers that serve to reduce NPS impacts. The 6th largest watershed area in 
the United States drains into this deltaic and estuarine complex contained within the 
southwestern region of Alabama. 
 
4.2 Coastal Wetlands 
 
Alabama manages its wetland, riparian areas and adjacent buffers as important resources that 
provide for protection of habitat and water quality. Alabama’s awareness of these resources, has 
resulted in the development of watershed oriented projects and programs that have proactively 
incorporated CZARA-§6217 (g) guidance management measures within the ACNPCP 
Management Area. ADEM’s Mobile Branch and Coastal staff have also participated in the 
development and approval of two coastal mitigation banks, totaling over 1,900 wetland acres 
that service the ACNPCP Management Area. 
 
Additionally, ADEM, ADCNR, and the ACNPCP have coordinated with the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the Mississippi Department of Marine 
Resources to develop regionalized wetland functional assessment tools as Hydro-Geomorphic 
(HGM) guidebooks for the standardized assessment of wetland functions for Coastal Alabama.  
ADEM also coordinates through the ACNPCP to present best available wetland-related 
technologies in the form of technical studies, workshops, and conferences, which are made 
available to state and federal regulatory staff, consultants, and the general public. Recent 
accomplishments have included the presentation of the Alabama Coastal Wetland Rapid 
Assessment Procedure (WRAP) Workshop and the Alabama Coastal Wetland Plant 
Identification Workshop. In April of 2006 the ADEM sponsored the State’s first regional 
Alabama Stream and Wetlands Restoration Conference. 
 
For more information about Alabama’s Wetlands Programs, contact Mr. Scott Hughes at in 
ADEM’s Montgomery at (334) 271-7700 or ash@adem.state.al.us, Mr. Greg Lein at the 
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Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resource’s at (334) 242-7998 or 
glein@dcnr.state.al.us, or Mr. Scott Brown in ADEM’s Mobile Office at (334) 432-6533 or 
jsb@adem.state.al.us. 
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