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Household Waste Management 
Household CRTs - Management and Disposal 

 

Information presented in this fact sheet is intended to provide a general understanding of the regulatory requirements governing the management and disposal of household cathode ray tubes.  This 
information is not intended to replace, limit, or expand upon the complete regulatory requirements found in Division 14 of the Alabama Department of Environmental Management Administrative Code. 
 
Cathode ray tubes (CRTs) are most commonly found in computer monitors and televisions and the management of these discarded items is a 

growing concern in Alabama.  Fast-paced changes in technology and consumer interest in buying new electronic products will result in increased 

disposal of older items. 

 
Environmental Effects - Electronic equipment (e.g., computers, televisions, cameras, radios, microwave ovens) can contain a variety of toxic 

metals, such as lead, cadmium, and mercury, which can be harmful to the environment if not properly disposed.  Specific research conducted on 

CRTs at the University of Florida shows the tendency of lead to leach when samples are subjected to the Toxicity Characteristic Leaching 

Procedure.  For more information on this research, visit: 

http://www.floridacenter.org/publications/lead_leachability_99-5.pdf. 
 
**Regulatory Status - Currently, in the State of Alabama, waste generated by a household is exempt from regulation as a hazardous waste.  

Although a municipal landfill is an acceptable method of disposal, other options for disposal of electronic equipment should be investigated in 

order to divert electronic equipment away from land disposal. 

 
Alternatives To Disposal - One way to decrease the amount of electronic equipment making it's way into Alabama's landfills is to reduce the 

turnover of electronic equipment by choosing products that are more durable and keep those products as long as they remain useful and 

functional.  Another option is reuse.  Once you decide to discard your electronic equipment, keep in mind that many products (in whole or in part) 

can be reused by someone else.  A third alternative, which some companies now offer, is recycling of various electronic products. 

 
Recycling Information on the Internet - Visit the following sites for more information on donating/recycling electronic equipment. 

• CharityAmerica.com   http://www.charityamerica.com 

• Computers For Schools   http://www.pcsforschools.org 

• Gateway   http://www.gateway.com/about/news/news.shtml (search for trade-in program) 

• Goodwill Industries International   http://www.goodwill.org/NEWS/2000/gateway_program.html 

• IBM   http://www.ibm.com/ibm/environment/news/ptb.phtml 

• National Cristina Foundation   http://www.cristina.org/dsf 

• Parents, Educators, Publishers   http://www.microweb.com/pepsite/Recycle/recycle_index.html 

• Share the Technology   http://www.sharetechnology.org 
 

 
** This information does not apply to wastes generated by business and/or industry 
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