
 

 

Summary of Reasons Supporting Proposed Revisions to ADEM Admin. 
Code Chapters 335-6-10 and 335-6-11 

         
 
 
 
335-6-10 WATER QUALITY CRITERIA 
  
 335-6-10-.02 Definitions 
  

 The Department proposes to add the definition of “Coastal Waters”. 
 

335-6-10-.05 General Conditions Applicable to All Water Quality 
Criteria 

  
 335-6-10-.05(5)  

 The Department proposes to extend the recreational use season from 
June through September to May through October.  

  
335-6-10-.07 Toxic Pollutant Criteria Applicable to State Waters 

  
 335-6-10-.07(1)(b) 

 This change is proposed to remove the word “interstate” and add 
“coastal waters of the Escatawpa River Basin”. 

335-6-10-.07(1)(g) 
 This change is proposed to replace “State” with “Alabama” for 

Department of Public Health 
 

335-6-10-.08 Waste Treatment Requirements 
  

 335-6-10-.08(a) 
 This change is proposed to remove language to be consistent with 40 

CFR 133.  
335-6-10-.08(b) 
 This change is proposed to add correct punctuation.  

 
 335-6-10-.09 Specific Water Quality Criteria 
 

335-6-10-.09(2) PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY 
 The Department proposes to add language to clarify that incidental 

water contact occurs year-round and whole body water-contact 
recreation occurs during the months of May through October.  

 The Department proposes to rename “outdoor swimming places” to 
“outdoor swimming areas”.  

 The Department proposes to extend the recreational use season from 
June through September to May through October. 

 The Department proposes to correct the E. coli bacteria criteria from 
487 colonies/100 ml to 298 colonies/100 ml due to an error.  



 

 

 
335-6-10-.09(3) SWIMMING AND OTHER WHOLE BODY WATER-
CONTACT SPORTS 
 The Department proposes to rename “outdoor swimming places” to 

“outdoor swimming areas”.  
 
335-6-10-.09(4) SHELLFISH HARVESTING  
 The Department proposes to add language to recognize that this use 

classification only applies to coastal waters.  
 The Department proposes to update the reference to National 

Shellfish Sanitation Program (NSSP) Guide for the Control of 
Molluscan Shellfish: 2011 Revision, to National Shellfish Sanitation 
Program (NSSP) Guide for the Control of Molluscan Shellfish: 2015 
Revision. 

 The Department proposes to add language to clarify that incidental 
water contact occurs year-round and whole body water-contact 
recreation occurs during the months of May through October.  

 The Department proposes to remove the E. coli bacteria criteria 
because it does not apply to coastal waters strictly found in shellfish 
harvesting areas.  

 The Department proposes to extend the recreational use season from 
June through September to May through October.  

 The Department proposes to rename “outdoor swimming places” to 
“outdoor swimming areas”.  
 

335-6-10-.09(5) FISH AND WILDLIFE 
 The Department proposes to remove the language “, and any other 

usage except for swimming and water contact sports or as a source of 
water supply for drinking or food processing purposes” to clarify the 
uses regarding this classification.  

 The Department proposes to add language to clarify that incidental 
water contact occurs year-round and whole body water-contact 
recreation occurs during the months of May through October.  

 The Department proposes to extend the recreational use season from 
June through September to May through October. 

 The Department proposes to correct the E. coli bacteria criteria from 
487 colonies/100 ml to 298 colonies/100 ml due to an error.  

 The Department proposes to rename “outdoor swimming places” to 
“outdoor swimming areas”.  

 
 335-6-10-.11 Water Quality Criteria Applicable to Specific Lakes 
 

335-6-10-.11(2)  
 The Department proposes to update the river basin names and 

reorder the basins in alphabetical order. The Lower Tombigbee River 
Basin and The Upper Tombigbee River Basin will be combined into 
The Tombigbee River Basin; The Perdido/Escambia River Basin will 
be split into The Escambia River Basin and The Yellow River Basin; 
and The Warrior River Basin will be renamed to The Black Warrior 
River Basin.  



 

 

 
335-6-10-.11(2)(c) The Chattahoochee River Basin  
 The Department proposes to update the West Point chlorophyll a 

criteria to correspond with Georgia's updated criteria.  
 

335-6-10-.12 Implementation of the Antidegradation Policy 
 

335-6-10-.12(3)(a) 
 The Department proposes to revise the language from “EPA approved 

Section 303(d) list” to “Category 4 or Category 5 waters”.  
 
335-6-11 WATER USE CLASSIFICATIONS FOR INTERSTATE AND 
INTRASTATE WATERS 
 

 This change is proposed to update the chapter title from 
“WATER USE CLASSIFICATIONS FOR INTERSTATE AND 
INTRASTATE WATERS” to “USE CLASSIFICATIONS FOR 
SURFACE WATERS”.  

 
335-6-11-.01 The Use Classification System 

  
 335-6-11-.01(3)  

 This change is proposed to rename “streams” to “waterbodies” 
to be consistent with the renaming of the header in 335-6-11-.02 
from “Stream” to “Waterbody”.   
 

335-6-11-.01(4)  
 This change is proposed to add Escatawpa River Basin and 

revise Perdido-Escambia River Basin to Perdido River Basin to 
reflect the updated river basin names.  
 

335-6-11-.01(5)  
 This change is proposed to rename “stream” to “waterbody” to 

be consistent with the renaming of the header in 335-6-11-.02 
from “Stream” to “Waterbody”.  

 This change is proposed to correct grammatical errors.  
 

335-6-11-.02 Use Classifications 
  

 This change is proposed to rename the header from “Stream” to 
“Waterbody” to include other bodies of water in addition to 
streams.   

 This change is proposed to arrange the updated river basin 
names in alphabetical order.  

 This change is proposed to remove the INTERSTATE WATERS 
and INTRASTATE WATERS headings, as it is antiquated and 
no longer necessary.  



 

 

 
335-6-11-.02(1) THE ALABAMA RIVER BASIN  
 This change is proposed to correct grammatical errors and 

clarify existing language. 
 This change is proposed to update the reservoir and reservoir 

embayment names to the following format: River/Stream Name 
(Reservoir Name). 

 This change is proposed to update the “from” location of a 
tributary to a reservoir to display the reservoir name. 

 This change is proposed to correct waterbody names to 
correspond with the GNIS (Geographical Name Information 
System). 

 This change is proposed to remove unnamed tributary 
segments with a classification of “F&W” due to it reiterating the 
current rule stating that segments not included by name are 
considered to be acceptable for a “Fish and Wildlife” 
classification unless demonstrated otherwise.  

 
 335-6-11-.02(2) THE CAHABA RIVER BASIN  

 This change is proposed to correct grammatical errors and 
clarify existing language.  

 This change is proposed to update the reservoir and reservoir 
embayment names to the following format: River/Stream Name 
(Reservoir Name). 

 This change is proposed to update the “from” location of a 
tributary to a reservoir to display the reservoir name. 

 This change is proposed to correct waterbody names to 
correspond with the GNIS (Geographical Name Information 
System). 

 
  335-6-11-.02(3) THE CHATTAHOOCHEE RIVER BASIN  

 This change is proposed to correct grammatical errors and 
clarify existing language.  

 This change is proposed to update the reservoir and reservoir 
embayment names to the following format: River/Stream Name 
(Reservoir Name). 

 This change is proposed to update the “from” location of a 
tributary to a reservoir to display the reservoir name. 

 This change is proposed to correct waterbody names to 
correspond with the GNIS (Geographical Name Information 
System). 
 

335-6-11-.02(4) THE CHIPOLA RIVER BASIN  
 This change is proposed to correct a “From” location to 

correspond with the GNIS (Geographical Name Information 
System). 



 

 

 
 335-6-11-.02(5) THE CHOCTAWHATCHEE RIVER BASIN  

 This change is proposed to correct grammatical errors and 
clarify existing language.  

 This change is proposed to update the reservoir and reservoir 
embayment names to the following format: River/Stream Name 
(Reservoir Name). 

 This change is proposed to correct waterbody names to 
correspond with the GNIS (Geographical Name Information 
System). 

 
 335-6-11-.02(6) THE COOSA RIVER BASIN  

 This change is proposed to correct grammatical errors and 
clarify existing language.  

 This change is proposed to update the reservoir and reservoir 
embayment names to the following format: River/Stream Name 
(Reservoir Name). 

 This change is proposed to update the “from” location of a 
tributary to a reservoir to display the reservoir name. 

 This change is proposed to correct waterbody names to 
correspond with the GNIS (Geographical Name Information 
System). 

 This change is proposed to remove unnamed tributary 
segments with a classification of “F&W” due to it reiterating the 
current rule stating that segments not included by name are 
considered to be acceptable for a “Fish and Wildlife” 
classification unless demonstrated otherwise.  

 
335-6-11-.02(7) THE ESCATAWPA RIVER BASIN  
 This change is proposed to add the COASTAL WATERS and 

NON-COASTAL WATERS headings to distinguish coastal and 
non-coastal waters.  

 This change is proposed to correct grammatical errors and 
clarify existing language.  

 This change is proposed to update the reservoir and reservoir 
embayment names to the following format: River/Stream Name 
(Reservoir Name). 

 This change is proposed to update the “from” location of a 
tributary to a reservoir to display the reservoir name. 

 This change is proposed to correct waterbody names to 
correspond with the GNIS (Geographical Name Information 
System). 

 This change is proposed to relocate several waterbodies from 
the Mobile River Basin to their correct location within The 
Escatawpa River Basin.  



 

 

 This change is proposed to add a note regarding shellfish 
harvesting waters within The Escatawpa River Basin.   

 
 335-6-11-.02(8) THE LOWER TOMBIGBEE RIVER BASIN  

 This change is proposed to combine THE LOWER 
TOMBIGBEE RIVER BASIN and THE UPPER TOMBIGBEE 
RIVER BASIN to form THE TOMBIGBEE RIVER BASIN 

 This change is proposed to correct grammatical errors and 
clarify existing language.  

 This change is proposed to update the reservoir and reservoir 
embayment names to the following format: River/Stream Name 
(Reservoir Name). 

 This change is proposed to update the “from” location of a 
tributary to a reservoir to display the reservoir name. 

 This change is proposed to correct waterbody names to 
correspond with the GNIS (Geographical Name Information 
System). 

 
335-6-11-.02(9) THE MOBILE RIVER-MOBILE BAY BASIN  
 This change is proposed to add the COASTAL WATERS and 

NON-COASTAL WATERS headings to distinguish coastal and 
non-coastal waters.  

 This change is proposed to correct grammatical errors and 
clarify existing language.  

 This change is proposed to update the reservoir and reservoir 
embayment names to the following format: River/Stream Name 
(Reservoir Name). 

 This change is proposed to update the “from” location of a 
tributary to a reservoir to display the reservoir name. 

 This change is proposed to correct waterbody names to 
correspond with the GNIS (Geographical Name Information 
System). 

 This change is proposed to add “10 feet above MSL” to define 
coastal waters.  

 This change is proposed to relocate several waterbodies from 
the Mobile River Basin to their correct location within The 
Escatawpa River Basin.  

 
335-6-11-.02(10) THE PERIDO/ESCAMBIA RIVER BASIN (TO 
INCLUDE THE BLACKWATER, CONECUH, PERDIDO, AND 
YELLOW RIVER SUB-BASINS)  
 This change is proposed to split THE PERDIDO/ESCAMBIA 

RIVER BASIN (TO INCLUDE THE BLACKWATER, CONECUH, 
PERDIDO, AND YELLOW RIVER SUB-BASINS) into THE 
BLACKWATER RIVER BASIN, THE ESCAMBIA RIVER BASIN, 



 

 

THE PERDIDO RIVER BASIN, and THE YELLOW RIVER 
BASIN.  

 This change is proposed to add the COASTAL WATERS and 
NON-COASTAL WATERS headings to distinguish coastal and 
non-coastal waters within The Perdido River Basin.  

 This change is proposed to correct grammatical errors and 
clarify existing language.  

 This change is proposed to update the reservoir and reservoir 
embayment names to the following format: River/Stream Name 
(Reservoir Name). 

 This change is proposed to update the “from” location of a 
tributary to a reservoir to display the reservoir name. 

 This change is proposed to correct waterbody names to 
correspond with the GNIS (Geographical Name Information 
System). 

 This change is proposed to add “10 feet above MSL” to define 
coastal waters within The Perdido River Basin.  

 This change is proposed to remove unnamed tributary 
segments with a classification of “F&W” due to it reiterating the 
current rule stating that segments not included by name are 
considered to be acceptable for a “Fish and Wildlife” 
classification unless demonstrated otherwise.  

 
335-6-11-.02(11) THE TALLAPOOSA RIVER BASIN  
 This change is proposed to correct grammatical errors and 

clarify existing language.  
 This change is proposed to update the “from” location of a 

tributary to a reservoir to display the reservoir name. 
 This change is proposed to correct waterbody names to 

correspond with the GNIS (Geographical Name Information 
System). 

 This change is proposed to remove the Christian Creek 
segment because it is actually an unnamed tributary classified 
“F&W” and, therefore, reiterates the current rule stating that 
segments not included by name are considered to be 
acceptable for a “Fish and Wildlife” classification unless 
demonstrated otherwise. 

 
335-6-11-.02(12) THE TENNESSEE RIVER BASIN  
 This change is proposed to correct grammatical errors and 

clarify existing language.  
 This change is proposed to update the reservoir and reservoir 

embayment names to the following format: River/Stream Name 
(Reservoir Name). 

 This change is proposed to update the “from” location of a 
tributary to a reservoir to display the reservoir name. 



 

 

 This change is proposed to correct waterbody names to 
correspond with the GNIS (Geographical Name Information 
System). 

 Swan Creek from Huntsville Brownsferry Road to Town Creek: 
The Department proposes to upgrade the classification for this 
segment from Agricultural and Industrial Water Supply (A&I) to 
Fish and Wildlife (F&W). Available water quality data and 
information for this segment indicates that the F&W use is 
attainable.  

 
335-6-11-.02(13) THE UPPER TOMBIGBEE RIVER BASIN  
 This change is proposed to combine THE UPPER TOMBIGBEE 

RIVER BASIN and THE LOWER TOMBIGBEE RIVER BASIN 
into THE TOMBIGBEE RIVER BASIN.  

 This change is proposed to correct grammatical errors and 
clarify existing language.  

 This change is proposed to update the reservoir and reservoir 
embayment names to the following format: River/Stream Name 
(Reservoir Name). 

 This change is proposed to update the “from” location of a 
tributary to a reservoir to display the reservoir name. 

 This change is proposed to correct waterbody names to 
correspond with the GNIS (Geographical Name Information 
System). 

 
335-6-11-.02(14) THE WARRIOR RIVER BASIN  
 This change is proposed to rename THE WARRIOR RIVER 

BASIN to THE BLACK WARRIOR RIVER BASIN. 
 This change is proposed to correct grammatical errors and 

clarify existing language.  
 This change is proposed to update the reservoir and reservoir 

embayment names to the following format: River/Stream Name 
(Reservoir Name). 

 This change is proposed to update the “from” location of a 
tributary to a reservoir to display the reservoir name. 

 This change is proposed to correct waterbody names to 
correspond with the GNIS (Geographical Name Information 
System). 
 


