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The Alabama Department of Environmental Management has made $1,000,000 in financial assistance 
available to The Town of Wedowee using funds from the Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) 
loan program.  In accordance with State and Federal regulations that govern the program, the Alabama 
Department of Environmental Management has conducted a review to assess the potential impacts upon 
the environment that may result from implementation of this project. 
 
The Town of Wedowee proposes a project to provide improvements to its sanitary sewer system.  
Proposed improvements will include sludge removal, replacement of effluent pumps, headworks 
improvements with the installation of mechanical bar screens and the addition of new aeration equipment 
at the Wedowee Lagoon.  Additionally, system-wide CCTV (closed-circuit television) inspection and 
smoke testing will be conducted throughout the sewer collection system with point repairs performed as 
necessary.  Completion of the proposed improvements represent corrective action responses to a recent 
enforcement action for multiple permit violations.  Moreover, these improvements will provide increased 
treatment reliability and effluent flow quality to local surface waters, resulting in The Town meeting 
current and future wastewater flow demands as well as regulatory compliance requirements. 
 
The Alabama Department of Environmental Management has determined that the project qualifies for a 
Categorical Exclusion (CE) from further environmental study under the guidelines specified by the State 
Environmental Review Process (SERP) which specifically include actions which are solely directed 
toward minor rehabilitation of existing facilities, functional replacement of equipment, or towards the 
construction of new ancillary facilities adjacent or appurtenant to existing facilities.  However, this 
decision may be reconsidered if significant adverse information concerning the potential environmental 
impacts of the project is discovered. 
 
Comments relative to this project should be submitted in writing to Juliette Waid, SRF Section, Permits 
& Services Division, Alabama Department of Environmental Management, P.O. Box 301463, 
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-1463, no later than 30 days after the date of public notice.  The Alabama 
Department of Environmental Management will not take formal action to proceed with the project 
without carefully evaluating any public comments opposing the project.  
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The Town of Wedowee  

SRF# CS010883-02 
 

The Categorical Exclusion is promulgated in the State Environmental Review Process (SERP) in 
Part IV, Section B: Categorical Exclusions for Clean Water State Revolving Fund Projects:  
(Italicized sections apply.) 

 
1.  The following clean water projects are eligible for categorical exclusions. 

 
a. Actions which are solely directed toward minor rehabilitation of existing facilities, 

functional replacement of equipment, or towards the construction of new ancillary facilities 
adjacent or appurtenant to existing facilities; 

 
b. Actions which do not affect the degree of treatment or capacity of the existing facility 

including, but not limited to, infiltration and inflow corrections, replacement of existing 
mechanical equipment or structures, and the construction of small structures on existing 
sites; 

 
c. Actions which are for minor upgrading and minor expansion of existing treatment works in 

sewered communities with a population less than 10,000; 
 

d. Actions where on-site technologies are proposed in unsewered communities of less than 
10,000; 

 
e. Construction of new wastewater collection systems for existing communities, only if 

ancillary or appurtenant to existing facilities; 
 

f. Projects where funding is being provided for planning and/or engineering costs only (in 
which case the requirements of IV.B.1 a-f do not apply) 

 
2.  In order to determine if a clean water project is eligible for a CE, all of the following  
          conditions must not apply: 

 
a. The action is known or expected to have a significant effect on the quality of the human 

environment, either individually, cumulatively over time, or in conjunction with other federal, 
State, local, tribal or private actions. 

 
b. The action is known or expected to adversely impact: 

1) Cultural resources areas such as archaeological and historical sites, 
2) Endangered or threatened species and their critical habitats, 
3) Environmentally important natural resources areas such as floodplains, wetlands, 

important farmlands, or aquifer recharging zones. 
 

c. This action is known or expected not to be cost-effective or to cause significant public 
controversy. 

 
d. The facilities to be provided will 

1) Create a new, or  
2) Significantly relocate an existing discharge to surface or ground waters. 

 
e. The facilities will result in more than 30% increases in the volume of discharge or the loading 

of pollutants from an existing source or from new facilities to receiving waters. 
 

f. The facilities would provide capacity to serve a population 30% higher than the anticipated 
design population. 



Sources: Esri, HERE, Garmin, Intermap, increment P Corp., GEBCO, USGS, FAO, NPS, NRCAN, GeoBase, IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance Survey, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), swisstopo, © OpenStreetMap
contributors, and the GIS User Community
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS, MOBILE DISTRICT 

218 SUMMIT PARKWAY, SUITE 222 
HOMEWOOD, ALABAMA 35209 

 
June 3, 2019 

REPLY TO                       
ATTENTION OF                          

 
 
North Branch 
Regulatory Division 
 
SUBJECT:  No Permit Required – Department of the Army File Number SAM-2019-00412-
CMS, Town of Wedowee Clean Water State Revolving Fund 
 
 
Town of Wedowee 
c/o the Kelley Group 
Attention:  Bartley Taft 
105 West 2nd Street 
Tuscumbia, Alabama 35674 
 
Transmitted electronically to kelley@kelleynetwork.com 
 
Dear Mr. Taft: 
 
    This letter is in response to your April 4, 2019 letter regarding the Town of Wedowee 
proposed wastewater treatment plant and collection system improvements. This project has 
been assigned file number SAM-2019-00412-CMS, which should be referred to in all future 
correspondence regarding this project.   
 
    As stated in your letter, the project will involve installing new effluent pumps and aeration 
system; sewer collection system CCTV inspection and smoke testing; repairs to sewer 
collection system based on defects found in the CCTV inspection; and sludge removal.  
Additionally, according to an e-mail from Kelley Taft dated June 6, 2019, there will be no ground 
disturbance associated with the improvement projects.  These are activities typically not 
regulated under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344).  Section 404 of the Clean 
Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344) specifically addresses discharges of dredged and/or fill material into 
waters of the United States, including wetlands, and requires that a Department of the Army 
(DA) permit must be obtained prior to conducting any work that would include a discharge of 
dredged and/or fill material into waters of the United States.   
 
    Because the proposed project will not involve a discharge of dredged and/or fill material, the 
activity is not regulated under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act and a DA permit is not 
required.  However, you may need to coordinate with us in the future if construction activities will 
impact jurisdictional waters of the U.S. 
 
    The statements contained herein do not convey any property rights or any exclusive 
privileges, and do not authorize any injury to property or obviate the requirements to obtain 
other local, State, or Federal assent required by law for the activities discussed above.  If the 
scope of work or project location changes, you are urged to contact this office.   
 
    Thank you for your cooperation with our permit program.  If you have any questions 
concerning this matter, please feel free to contact me at (205)-290-9096 or 
courtney.m.shea@usace.army.mil. 
 
    For additional information about our Regulatory Program, visit our web site at 
http://www.sam.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx.  Also, please take a moment to 
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complete our customer satisfaction survey located near the bottom of the webpage.  Your 
responses are appreciated and will allow us to improve our services. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
      Courtney Shea 
      Senior Project Manager 






