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Huntsville, Madison County, Alabama 

EPA I.D. Number AL 7 210 020 742  
 
 

FACT SHEET 
 
An emergency permit has been prepared for the Redstone Arsenal (RSA) facility, a hazardous 
waste facility located in Huntsville, Madison County, Alabama.  This fact sheet has been 
prepared to briefly advise the public of the principal permitting, legal and policy issues of the 
permit. 
 
 
I. PERMIT PROCESS 
 

The purpose of the permitting process is to allow the State and the public to evaluate 
RSA’s ability to comply with the hazardous waste management requirements of the 
Alabama Hazardous Waste Management and minimization Act (AHWMMA), as amended.  
RSA must comply with hazardous waste management conditions set forth in the 
emergency permit during its effective period, which is two weeks, from March 7, 2019 to 
March 21, 2019.  

 
 
II. PROCEDURES FOR REACHING A FINAL DECISION 
 

The Alabama Department of Environmental Management (ADEM or Department) has 
issued an emergency permit to allow for treatment of unstable compounds.   ADEM 
Admin. Code r. 335-14-8-.08(6)(b)1. requires that the public be given an at least 45-day 
comment period for each permit.  The comment period will begin on March 15, 2019, 
which is the date of publication of the public notice in a major local newspaper of general 
circulation, and will end on April 30, 2019.  The public notice will also be broadcast over 
local radio station(s). 
 
Any person interested in commenting on the emergency permit application or emergency 
permit must do so within the 45-day comment period discussed above.  All persons 
wishing to comment on any of the permit conditions or the permit application should 
submit their comments in writing to the Alabama Department of Environmental 
Management, Permits and Services Division, 1400 Coliseum Blvd.  (zip 36110-2059), P.O. 
Box 301463 (zip 36130-1463) Montgomery, Alabama, Attention: Mr. Russell A. Kelly. 
 
ADEM will consider all written comments received during the comment period.  After the 
comment period, notice will be given to the applicant and each person who has submitted 
written comments or requested information. All comments received within the 45-day 
period will be considered in the formulation of future permits of this type. 

 
 
III. FACILITY DESCRIPTION 
 

Redstone Arsenal (RSA) is a contiguous U. S. Army installation operated by the U. S. 
Army Aviation and Missile Command.  RSA is located in Madison County, Alabama, at 
latitude N34º 37' 00" and longitude W86º 39' 00".  RSA is bounded on the north by 
Interstate 565, on the east and northeast by the City of Huntsville, on the west and 



northwest by the City of Madison, and on the south by the Tennessee River.  RSA is 
approximately 6 miles wide in an east to west direction and 10 miles long in a north to 
south direction.  The installation occupies approximately 57.4 square miles or 37,910 
acres. 
 
RSA operates a hazardous waste facility that includes storage, the operation of Subpart X 
(Open Burning and Open Detonation Units or OB and OD) treatment facilities, and the 
implementation of investigation and corrective action for solid waste management units 
(SWMUs) and areas of concern (AOCs).  These areas are permitted under the facility’s 
AHWMMA Treatment, Storage and Disposal (TSD) permit.  This fact sheet specifically 
addresses the emergency permit that has been developed to allow the open detonation or 
open burning of 300 pounds of ammonium nitrate mixed with 1 percent zinc oxide and 2 
percent unknown substance, 4,305 grams titanium powder and 1,175 grams magnesium 
powder that have been stored at RSA.  These compounds have been determined to be 
unstable and unsuitable for usage or testing.  No other viable treatment alternatives have 
been identified.  In addition, RSA’s permitted Subpart X Open Burning (OB) treatment 
unit and Subpart X Open Detonation (OD) treatment unit are currently unusable due to 
construction that cannot be completed due to the wet conditions. 
 
 

IV. SUMMARY OF PROPOSED PERMIT 
 

This emergency permit allows RSA to treat 300 pounds of ammonium nitrate mixed with 1 
percent zinc oxide and 2 percent unknown substance, 4,305 grams titanium powder and 
1,175 grams magnesium powder by open detonation or open burning at Test Area 1 (TA-
1).   
 

 
V. TECHNICAL CONTACT 

 
Jeanne M. Barnes  
Governmental Hazardous Waste Branch, Land Division 
Alabama Department of Environmental Management 
1400 Coliseum Blvd (zip 36110-2059) 
P.O. Box 301463 (zip 36130-1463) 
Montgomery, Alabama 
Phone:   (334) 271-7752 
Fax:     (334) 279-3050 
Email:  jmbarnes@adem.alabama.gov 
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Jeanne, 
 
Attached are the responses to your questions from AMCOM Safety Group.  Please let me know if you 
need anything else. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Lisa Douglas 
US Army Garrison - Redstone 
IMRE-PWE-I 
256-842-2843 
Melissa.L.Douglas2.civ@mail.mil 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Dickinson, William S CIV USARMY USAMC (USA)  
Sent: Wednesday, March 06, 2019 10:09 AM 
To: Douglas, Melissa L CIV USARMY ID-SUSTAINMENT (US) <melissa.l.douglas2.civ@mail.mil> 
Cc: Champion, Brad T CIV USARMY AMCOM (US) <brad.t.champion.civ@mail.mil> 
Subject: FW: Emergency Disposal at Redstone Arsenal (UNCLASSIFIED) 
 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
 
Melissa, please see answers below and attached route map.  If there are further questions please 
forward to me and I will answer them. 
 
Where did these items come from?  The ASP is not totally sure either RTC or AMRDEC mixed the 
Ammonium Nitrate somewhere around 20 years ago and it along with the Titanium Powder and 
Magnesium powder have been stored there ever since. 
  
Where have these items been stored?  Items are stored at the ASP in bunkers 8101 and 8109 
  
Why has their presence become an emergency?  Age/condition/water and other environmental 
considerations has made the items in question hazardous to the ASP workers. 
 
Is there a reason that these items can't be burned/detonated at OB/OD? OB/OD is currently down with 
no projected startup date, as stated above the items do not need to be left in storage any longer than 
necessary.   
  
Can they not wait to blow until the OD is completed? No waiting puts the ASP workers conducting 
inventories and ammunition maintenance at an increased risk. 
 
Who, in addition to EOD, will be involved in the operation? The RSA UXOSO and TA-1 Range control  
  
Who will be the emergency coordinator? RSA UXOSO 
 
How will the items be moved to the range? EOD will transport from ASP to TA-1. 
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 What precautions will be taken to make sure that the public stays safe? All actions will take place on 
Redstone.   EOD will be escorted from the ASP to TA-1 approximate distance is 1.5 miles on Buxton and 
Patton Roads.   
 
What route will be used for transport? McAlpine Rd to Buxton Road to Patton Rd into TA-1 
 
 Please send a map showing the route. Attached 
 
William S. Dickinson 
Explosive Safety Specialist 
AMCOM Safety  
Office: 256-842-4253 
Cell: 256-679-9047 
24hr: 256-945-0293 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Champion, Brad T CIV USARMY AMCOM (US)  
Sent: Wednesday, March 6, 2019 9:31 AM 
To: Dickinson, William S CIV USARMY USAMC (USA) <william.s.dickinson.civ@mail.mil> 
Subject: Fwd: Emergency Disposal at Redstone Arsenal 
 
See questions below. 
 
Thanks, 
Brad 
 
Begin forwarded message: 
 
 From: "Douglas, Melissa L CIV USARMY ID-SUSTAINMENT (US)" <melissa.l.douglas2.civ@mail.mil 
<mailto:melissa.l.douglas2.civ@mail.mil> > 
 Date: March 6, 2019 at 6:28:57 AM CST 
 To: "Champion, Brad T CIV USARMY AMCOM (US)" <brad.t.champion.civ@mail.mil 
<mailto:brad.t.champion.civ@mail.mil> > 
 Subject: FW: Emergency Disposal at Redstone Arsenal 
   
 
 Brad, 
  
 These are ADEM's questions that will be used to fil out the emergency permit.  Please get me 
the answers as soon as possible so she can finalize the permit by the end of the week. 
  
 Thank you, 
  
 Lisa Douglas 
 US Army Garrison - Redstone 
 IMRE-PWE-I 
 256-842-2843 
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 Melissa.L.Douglas2.civ@mail.mil <mailto:Melissa.L.Douglas2.civ@mail.mil>  
   
 -----Original Message----- 
 From: Barnes, Jeanne M [mailto:jmbarnes@adem.alabama.gov]  
 Sent: Tuesday, March 05, 2019 3:48 PM 
 To: Douglas, Melissa L CIV USARMY ID-SUSTAINMENT (US) <melissa.l.douglas2.civ@mail.mil 
<mailto:melissa.l.douglas2.civ@mail.mil> > 
 Cc: Arthur, Daniel <daniel.arthur@adem.alabama.gov 
<mailto:daniel.arthur@adem.alabama.gov> >; Wilson, J Jason <JWilson@adem.alabama.gov 
<mailto:JWilson@adem.alabama.gov> > 
 Subject: [Non-DoD Source] RE: Emergency Disposal at Redstone Arsenal 
  
 Thanks Lisa, 
  
 Please provide the following: 
  
 Where did these items come from?  Where have these items been stored?   
 Why has their presence become an emergency? 
 Is there a reason that these items can't be burned/detonated at OB/OD?  Can they not wait to 
blow until the OD is completed? 
 Who, in addition to EOD, will be involved in the operation?  Who will be the emergency 
coordinator? 
 How will the items be moved to the range?  What precautions will be taken to make sure that 
the public stays safe?  What route will be used for transport?  Please send a map showing the route. 
  
 Hopefully, I haven't forgotten anything significant. 
  
 Let me know if you have questions. 
 Jeanne 
  
  
 -----Original Message----- 
 From: Douglas, Melissa L CIV USARMY ID-SUSTAINMENT (US) 
[mailto:melissa.l.douglas2.civ@mail.mil]  
 Sent: Tuesday, March 05, 2019 2:57 PM 
 To: Barnes, Jeanne M <jmbarnes@adem.alabama.gov <mailto:jmbarnes@adem.alabama.gov> > 
 Cc: Stierwalt, Michael J CIV USARMY USAG (USA) <michael.j.stierwalt.civ@mail.mil 
<mailto:michael.j.stierwalt.civ@mail.mil> >; Delapaz, Terry M CIV USARMY USAG (USA) 
<terry.m.delapaz.civ@mail.mil <mailto:terry.m.delapaz.civ@mail.mil> >; Champion, Brad T CIV USARMY 
AMCOM (US) <brad.t.champion.civ@mail.mil <mailto:brad.t.champion.civ@mail.mil> > 
 Subject: Emergency Disposal at Redstone Arsenal 
  
 Jeanne, 
  
 As we discussed this afternoon, the Ammunition Supply Point (ASP) has explosives that cannot 
be shipped offsite and RSA plans to use EOD to blow the material at TA-1.  An emergency permit is being 
requested for the items listed below: 
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 300 pounds of Ammonium Nitrate mixed with 1% zinc oxide and 2% unknown substance. 
  
 4,305 grams (~9.48 pounds) titanium powder 
  
 1175 grams (~2.58 pounds) magnesium powder 
  
 AMCOM Safety would like to have EOD come this week before more rains come in if possible. 
  
 Please let me know what else you need to make a determination on an emergency permit. 
  
 Thank you, 
  
 Lisa 
  
 Melissa Douglas 
 US Army Garrison - Redstone 
 IMRE-PWE- I 
 256-842-2843 
 Melissa.L.Douglas2.civ@mail.mil <mailto:Melissa.L.Douglas2.civ@mail.mil>  
  
  
  
 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
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