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CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION FROM ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 
 

Citizens’ Water Service, Inc. 

Tuscaloosa County 

 
SRF Project No. FS010252-02 

 
July 29, 2020 

 
The Alabama Department of Environmental Management has made $2,201,285 in financial 
assistance available to Citizens’ Water Service using funds from the FY 2020 Drinking Water State 
Revolving Fund (DWSRF) loan program.  In accordance with State and Federal regulations that 
govern the program, the Alabama Department of Environmental Management has conducted a 
review to assess the potential impacts upon the environment that may result from implementation of 
this project. 
 
Citizens’ Water Service proposes construction of a new 12-inch water main along George Newell 
Road to an existing 12-inch water main at Brookwood High School, a new 12-inch water main along 
House Road to an existing 6-inch water main on Covered Bridge Road and a booster pump station. 
Completion of this project will reduce friction loss and increase pressure in the distribution system 
and also provide additional fire protection. 
 
The Alabama Department of Environmental Management has determined that the project qualifies 
for a Categorical Exclusion (CE) from further environmental study under the guidelines specified by 
the State Environmental Review Process (SERP) which specifically include actions which are solely 
directed toward minor rehabilitation of existing facilities, functional replacement of equipment, or 
towards the construction of new ancillary facilities adjacent or appurtenant to existing facilities.  
However, this decision may be reconsidered if significant adverse information concerning the 
potential environmental impacts of the project is discovered. 
 
Comments relative to this project should be submitted in writing to Mrs. Chavon R. Jones, SRF 
Section, Permits & Services Division, Alabama Department of Environmental Management, P.O. 
Box 301463, Montgomery, Alabama 36130-1463, no later than 30 days after the date of this notice.  
The Alabama Department of Environmental Management will not take formal action to proceed with 
the project without carefully evaluating any public comments opposing the project.  
 
 
 
Lance R. LeFleur 
Director 
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Attachments  



Citizens’ Water Service 
SRF# FS010252-02 
 
The Categorical Exclusion is promulgated in the State Environmental Review Process (SERP) in Part 
IV, Section C: Categorical Exclusions for Drinking Water State Revolving Fund Projects:  (Italicized 
sections apply.) 
 
1. The following drinking water projects are eligible for categorical exclusions: 
 

a. Actions intended solely for minor rehabilitation, functional replacement, or ancillary 
facilities adjacent or appurtenant to existing facilities. 

 
b. Minor construction, including: 

(1)  New wells or replacement wells for water supply purposes if ancillary to the existing 
system; 

(2)  Improvements not intended to increase capacity of the system; 
(3)  Facilities for the disinfection of public water supplies; 
(4)  Facilities such as looping that will result solely in the provision of adequate public   

water system pressure; 
(5)  Construction of water tanks;  
(6)  Construction of new water lines in previously disturbed areas within one mile of the 

existing distribution system. 
 

c. Projects where funding is being provided for planning and/or engineering costs only (in 
which case the requirements of IV.C.1.a-d do not apply).  

 
2. In order to determine if a drinking water project is eligible for a CE, all of the following must 

not apply:  
3.  

a. The action is known or expected to directly or indirectly adversely impact any of the 
following: 

(1)  Cultural or historical resources; 
(2)  Endangered or Threatened Species and/or their critical habitats; 
(3)  Environmentally important natural resource areas such as floodplains, wetlands, 

prime agricultural land, or aquifer recharge zones.  
   

b. The action is not cost effective. 
c. The action will cause significant public controversy. 
d. The action will create a new or expanded surface drinking water source.   

 
This project complies with the above requirements and has been determined to be eligible for a 
Categorical Exclusion.  

 
 
 









DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS, MOBILE DISTRICT 

218 SUMMIT PARKWAY, SUITE 222 
HOMEWOOD, ALABAMA 35209 

 
July 22, 2020 

 
North Branch  
Regulatory Division         
 
SUBJECT: Department of the Army File Number SAM-2017-00257-APW, Waterline 
Improvements, Brookwood Parkway, Town of Brookwood, Tuscaloosa County, 
Alabama 
 
 
 
 
Citizens’ Water Service, Incorporated 
Attention:  Mr. Heath Plowman 
Post Office Box 670 
Vance, Alabama 35490-0670 
 
Dear Mr. Plowman: 
 

     We are responding to your request for authorization to install two new waterlines 
and a new booster station.  A 12-inch water line and the new booster station would be 
located along Brookwood Parkway between George Newell Road to Brookwood High 
School. A second 12-inch water line would be located along House Road and a gravel 
road from Covered Bridge Road to Brookwood Parkway. The proposed work is located 
near Latitude 33.230783° North, Longitude -87.302749° West; Section 07, Township 21 
South, Range 07 West, Brookwood, Tuscaloosa County, Alabama. 

 
The regulated activity associated with the project described above includes the 

discharge of fill material into other of waters of the U.S. as a result of the installation of 
two new 12-inch water lines. The work appears to be authorized by a Nationwide Permit 
(NWP), specifically, NWP 12. No application or notification to the Mobile District Corps 
of Engineers is required for your project. 

  
This letter does not verify permit eligibility, but indicates that your project may meet 

the requirements of this permit. It is your responsibility to ensure that the work is 
performed in accordance with the terms and general conditions of this permit, as 
well as State 401 Water Quality Certification conditions prior starting work in 
waters of the U.S.  A copy of the above-referenced NWP and its associated Regional 
and General Conditions and State Water Quality Certification are attached for your 
review and compliance.  

 
A change in location or project plans may require re-evaluation of your project. 

Proposed changes should be coordinated with this office prior to construction. Failure to 
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comply with all terms and conditions of the Nationwide Permit invalidates this 
authorization and could result in a violation of Section 301 of the Clean Water Act 
and/or Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act. You must also obtain all other local, 
State, and other Federal permits that may apply to this project. 

 
An electronic copy of this letter is being provided to your agent, The Cassady 

Company, Incorporated, Ms. LizAnne Espy at laeespy@gmail.com, Mr. Collins Espy at 
pcespy@thecassadyco.com, and Ms. Angela Henline at ahenline@thecassadyco.com. 

 
If you have any questions, please contact me by email at 

Kaaren.M.Neumann@usace.army.mil.   
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Kaaren M. Neumann 
Biologist 
North Branch 
 

Enclosures 
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